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Introduction
The United States Declaration of Independence states:
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed, …
For two hundred years, America was a beacon of liberty to the world. In
America, there was no question that freedom of press, speech, religion,
trial by jury, etc. were Good Things. Sadly, not only is this no longer the
case, but many spurious “rights” have been asserted in the public debate.
Even many Christians have rejected ancient truths and have fallen for
errors which are part of collectivist and other ideologies. This is truly sad
and alarming, for the liberties that we enjoy today are a direct result of
the Christian Faith. While many pagans have contributed to the progress
of freedom in the world, only Jesus Christ as revealed to us in the Holy
Bible is a sure and solid foundation for civil liberty and human rights. On
any other supposed foundation, civil liberties and human rights are
merely a preference which those in power may give or withhold as they
please.
This work is addressed to American Christians. Yet, following the
example of the Master in Heaven when He gave us the Holy Bible 1, It is
written with the hope that those readers who are not Americans may be
motivated to secure the blessings of civil liberties and human rights for
their own lands. Further, it is written with the hope that the reader who
does not have a personal relationship with the Living Savior, Jesus Christ,
may find eternal life in Him.
Of making of many books, there is no end. (Ecclesiastes
12:12)2
Many books have been written on the topic of civil government and
various human rights. A decent percentage of these were written by
Christians; most of them holier, more learned and smarter men than the
author; so why yet another book?
First, America is in big trouble. By many indicators - moral, economic,
political and social - this country is sinking fast. The value of this book
will be for others to judge, but I cannot, in good conscience, simply sit
back and do nothing.
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Second, the magnificent legacy of our forefathers seems to have been
forgotten. The clarion call of liberty has become muffled in our day. Some
of the reasons for this have ancient roots. Much foundational political
theory, even when agreeable to the Holy Bible, was based on Natural Law
theory. Against the storms of Darwinism, Moral Relativism, Communism
and other collectivist ideologies, and just plain human greed and power
lust, our house of liberty is falling because it is not built on the Rock,
Jesus Christ. The goal of this book is to provide a solid and immovable
foundation for human rights and civil liberties that is built upon the
Word of God, Jesus Christ.
Third, all of the topics of this book have been covered in exhaustive
detail by eminent scholars. Yet rarely have they been brought together in
one book. The need is all the greater because many of these topics are
deeply intertwined.
Fourth, in the last century, there has been some significant progress in
the science of theology. Each generation of scholars stands on the
shoulders of the previous generation. I am thankful to Jesus Christ for all
of their work and trust that my readers will also benefit, even though I
am unable to properly credit all of those from whom I have learned over
many years.
Finally, all truth is God’s truth. God is glorified and honored when His
truth is taught from His Word.
This book is an epistle, a personal appeal; it is not an academic or
scholarly work. There is no attempt to exhaustively cover every topic.
Endnotes will be sparse, most giving only title and author. A web or
library search will find all references, and the text of many are available
free on the web.
This book does not come from human expertise. Rather, in the Holy Bible,
God shows that He has given us a number of human rights. Finding these
is actually an easy job; God has done all of the hard work. God wrote His
Word for us all, not merely philosophers and rocket scientists. To trust
God when He says something does not take a lot of mental horsepower
and certainly does not appeal to human pride, intellectual or otherwise.
The main thrust is to see what the Holy Bible says. Yet, current events are
also examined for illustrations. Many of these issues are controversial
and subject to interpretation. However, none of the theses of this book
depend even slightly on these illustrative observations of current events.
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Please keep a Bible handy and look up the referenced passages. Let God
speak directly to your heart.
To Father, Son and Holy Spirit alone be the Glory.
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Chapter 1 – The Source of Human Rights and Freedoms
You shall not steal. (Exodus 20:15)
This is God’s command to all of us. As God’s creatures, we are bound to
obey this command. However, with the duty of obedience, God also
confers upon us a right – the human right to own, hold and use private
property in peace.
You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you
serve. (Luke 4:8b)
This is God’s command to all of us. As God’s creatures, we are bound to
obey this command. However, with the duty of obedience, God also
confers upon us a right to do this – the human right to worship God, and
God alone.
This simple logic is the God-given foundation of human rights:
1. If God commands us to do something, God also gave us the human
right to do it, free of undue outside interference.
2. If God commands us not to do something to someone else, God
also gave each of us the human right to be free of such an
intrusion upon our own lives.
Clearly then, most practical applications of human rights occur in our
daily interactions with other people. Still, most of the spectacular and
gruesome human rights violations are perpetrated by authorities,
particularly civil authorities.
There is no authority except from God. (Romans 13:1b)
Yet, it is God Himself who establishes legitimate authority. Far from
having unlimited authority, those in authority are also bound by God’s
commands. For example, no one in authority has any right to steal or
hinder a person from God’s worship.
Of course, “the devil is in the details,” but God defeated Satan on the
Cross. We will see how the Holy Bible reveals to us that Jesus Christ is the
only Rock upon which one may have a sure, solid and unimpeachable
foundation for human rights. This book will enumerate many human
rights and show clearly how God Himself has established them.
Importantly, we will also see how those same rights, which when
respected, function well, bringing benefits to all of us in the real world in
which we live.
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First however, it is necessary to review some utterly vital foundational
truths. There are four foundation stones of human rights, each of which
rests upon the Rock, Jesus Christ:
1. The truth of the Holy Bible
2. God as Creator, Provider and Operator of the universe in all of its
details
3. The Gospel of Jesus Christ
4. The mediatorial kingship of Jesus Christ
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Chapter 2 – Truth
Human rights are not a matter of opinion or human whim. Rather, human
rights have an objective and true existence, having been established by
Almighty God Himself. An understanding of truth and its source is thus
vital.
Moral Relativism
Moral relativism deeply permeates American culture, including much of
the Evangelical church. Moral relativism, at its foundation, makes moral
standards and ethics, at least partly, a function of the opinion or choice
of an individual or group of individuals. This is in stark contrast to the
reality that God’s Word, given to us in the Holy Bible, is the only infallible
standard for morality. God is eternally unchangeable; God’s Word is thus
also eternally unchangeable.
Further, the idea that moral law is a function of human choice or opinion
flies in the face of all observable phenomena in the universe. While
people can certainly change the world around them and even regulate
their own bodies, the laws of nature are not subject to human whim. All
of God’s natural laws, such as gravity, strengths of materials, chemical
reactions, etc., are laws scientists discover, but cannot create or change.
Rather, scientists and engineers spend long hours learning the laws God
built into nature. They then take this knowledge and very carefully make
sure that the laws of the natural world work for them, not against them.
When they don’t understand God’s natural laws as well as they think,
things don’t work and sometimes fail spectacularly.
As with God’s natural laws, so it is with God’s moral laws. There exists no
empirical evidence whatsoever that somehow truth about religion, morals
or philosophy is a different kind of truth than truth about the natural
world. The natural world around us, and our daily interactions with the
world teach us plainly that there are things that are objectively true and
things that are objectively false3.
Just as no airplane pilot or airplane builder can make up his own rules
about how natural laws govern airplanes, so no one can make up his own
rules about morality. To make such an attempt in either case is
disastrous. Moral relativism originated from a desire to escape God, and
is a leap of blind faith into a cesspit hoping to find rose petals.
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The Holy Bible
In great contrast to moral relativism, God said:
God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he
should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it?
Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it? (Numbers 23:19)
And about His Word, God said:
The law of the LORD is perfect,
reviving the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure,
making wise the simple;
the precepts of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes;
the fear of the LORD is clean,
enduring forever;
the rules of the LORD are true,
and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold,
even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey
and drippings of the honeycomb.
Moreover, by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward. (Psalm 19:7-14)
We thus have an absolute iron-clad, even single-crystal-superalloy-clad
assurance from God, the Almighty Creator of the universe, that His Word
is perfect, true, right and precious.
To trust the Holy Bible is to trust Almighty God who wrote it. And to
trust God is the central theme and command of the Christian faith.
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life. (John 3:16)
The word that is translated “believes” is a verb, pisteuo. This word also
has a noun form, pistis which is normally translated, “faith”. Either of
these Greek words may accurately be translated “trust.” In some sense,
“faith” and “believe” have become theological jargon. But there is nothing
hard about this. Just like it says above, if you trust in the Son of God
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(Jesus Christ), you will not perish (in Hell) but have eternal life (in
Heaven).
What is more, Jesus self-identifies Himself with His Word, the Holy Bible:
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)
It is thus impossible to escape the conclusion, especially since God is
Truth and cannot lie, that if we trust Jesus, we must also trust His Word,
the Holy Bible. The reverse is true as well: If one does not trust the Holy
Bible, it is difficult to see how he can trust Jesus Christ since,
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
me. (John 10:27)
Biblical Interpretation
Imagine you are in a restaurant and you overhear the following
conversation between a customer and the cashier:
“Thank you, ma’am here is the sixty five cents I owe you.”
“Sir, I am sorry, but the check is for twelve dollars and ninety cents!”
“Prove it!”
“Sir, here is the menu. The steak is ten dollars, the salad is two dollars
and the coffee is ninety cents. You can add them up yourself.”
“That is your interpretation. Here is your sixty five cents. Goodbye.”
This seems extreme, but how often does one hear the excuse, “That is
your interpretation,” when someone is confronted with something in the
Holy Bible that he does not like? It makes no more sense in such cases
than in the restaurant analogy above.
There is a concept current in academia that all human communication is
relative, for the purpose of oppression, or inherently meaningless. Thus,
the idea is to “deconstruct” literature according to the reader’s fancy.
This seems to be an offshoot of moral relativism generally. It seems
strange, does it not, that proponents of such nonsense are quite
absolutist with respect to the numbers on their paychecks and bank
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statements, not to mention what action they expect when they tell their
children to clean their rooms. They stand as self-condemned hypocrites.
Such foolishness has deprived many students of a good solid education
in the humanities. Years ago, students were taught how to analyze
literature using the rules of grammar and logic as well as how to analyze
literary methods such as irony, hyperbole, understatement, various
metaphors and the like. The purpose of all of this work is simple: To
seek, as best as one is able, to understand the meaning, intent and even
emotional state of the writer. It means studying the historical era and
culture of the writer, as well as the writer’s biography. In sum, the goal is
to obtain the best and most accurate possible communication between
the writer and the reader. The reader might not agree with the writer, but
at least he will disagree from a well-informed viewpoint.
This is how one must study any literature. Any other method is to engage
in sheer fantasy. The Holy Bible is literature in various genre. We must
study it carefully, as literature, to obtain, as closely as possible, the
author’s intent. Each statement in the Bible has only one meaning – that
intended by the author. 4 To sum up: In matters of biblical interpretation,
the Author, God, makes the rules.
The most important rule of biblical interpretation 5 is to let Scripture
interpret Scripture. God said it. Let God tell us what it means.
God is the source of human rights. God's revelation to us of those human
rights is in the Holy Bible. Further, since God cannot lie and is Truth, the
Holy Bible is true, inerrant and infallible, including its teachings on
human rights. A holy respect for, and belief in, the Holy Bible is thus
foundational to human rights. On the topic of human rights, one of the
most informative parts of the Holy Bible is the book of Genesis.
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Chapter 3 – Creation
It would seem difficult to understand human rights without first
understanding humans and our place in the cosmos. Are humans a
cosmic accident or is there a reason and purpose for our existence? What
is the relationship between human beings and God? What is the
relationship between humans and the earth, plants, animals and the rest
of the universe? How should humans relate to one another? Are some
humans more valuable than other humans?
Before going any further, please get out your Holy Bible and read the first
two chapters of Genesis. This part of God’s Word is absolutely vital. The
first verse in the Holy Bible is one of the most important:
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
(Genesis 1:1)
When the Apostle John wrote his gospel, one of the very first things he
said in introducing Jesus Christ to us was:
All things were made through him, and without him was not
any thing made that was made. (John 1:3)
It is not exaggeration to say that these two verses summarize the most
important and foundational knowledge in the world. Among many other
things, if we were without this truth, there would be no basis for human
rights.
There are really only two options here 6. If Darwinism is right, man is a
cosmic accident without ultimate value, purpose or objective human
rights. But since God is Creator, humans have great value, meaningful
and eternal purpose and objectively verifiable human rights.

God, the Wise and Master Creator and Maker
Look over the first chapter of Genesis again. Notice that phrase which is
repeated six times: “And there was evening and there was morning, the
Xth day.” Note the detail here. One may start counting hours in a day at
midnight, sunrise, or whenever is convenient. The ancient Hebrews began
days at sunset. So evening comes before morning. Each day, six times, is
described in terms appropriate to a normal day as we experience days all
of our lives.
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Consider an ice cream shop, where cones are advertised in one, two and
three-scoop versions. How much ice cream is in a scoop? However much
it is, we expect that a three-scoop cone will have three times as much as a
one-scoop cone. Even when units of measurement are not well defined, it
is common sense that to change the value of a unit of measurement in
mid-stream is dishonest. So what are we to think of the commonly
expressed idea that the days of creation are somehow of different lengths
or kinds? The fifth and sixth days were days in which the sun and moon
governed the day and night, that is, 24 hour days. 7 So we are compelled
to conclude that all six days of creation were 24 hour days.
The Hebrew is as clear about this as the English. God even repeats the
phrase, “And there was evening and there was morning, the Xth day,” six
times so we get the point. Further, God, who did the work, gives us a first
hand account. He was there.
Why did God make such a point of the fact that He created everything in
six 24 hour days? The Genesis account is quite sparse in relation to the
awesome magnitude of the events; what God does tell us, especially six
times, must be important. Certainly one reason must be that 144 hours is
vastly and overwhelmingly too short of a time for natural processes or
chance to have operated. Creation was a purposeful, detailed and
deliberate work of God. Therefore, God also created human beings and
the earth in which we live with deliberate and detailed purpose. Nothing
was of chance. The particular care with which God created mankind
implies that humans have value and worth. The environment in which
God has placed mankind, the earth, also has purpose and value.
So why is there such resistance to this simple, easy to understand and
plain account that God gave us about His work of creation?
Pretending to Escape From God
There is a simple logical progression:
1. God exists.
2. God gave us commands to obey.
3. Therefore I have to obey God.
It is no big secret that an awful lot of people do not want to obey God. So
one solution to the “problem” is to do the logic backwards and assume
that God does not exist. But this does not work; God’s marvelous creation
bears witness to Him (Romans 1:18-22). The obvious solution then is to
find an alternate explanation for the existence of the universe.
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Therefore some scientists (not all!) and other thinkers sought for a way to
explain the existence of the universe in a manner that does not involve a
personal Creator. (“Personal,” means that God is a person, not a force,
concept, machine, etc.) So over the years, scientists have developed a
hypothesis about how the universe, earth, and life on earth came to be
without a Creator. This hypothesis is in two parts, and the second
depends upon the first: Big Bang cosmology and Darwinism.
It is highly important to understand that this hypothesis is a product of
generally sound logic and thinking – given the assumption that there
cannot be a Creator God. Scientists have carefully integrated data from
astronomical and other observations with known and verified knowledge
of phenomena here on earth and in the laboratory. The same equations
that govern the construction of successful bridges and spacecraft are also
used in astrophysics.
It is with deliberate purpose that the term “hypothesis” rather than
“theory” is used here. A hypothesis is an educated guess believed to be
consistent with known facts. Only after a hypothesis is tested and found
to be correct, can one begin to form a theory. A theory must be
“falsifiable” to be a valid theory, that is, it must be testable. If it cannot
be tested, it is no theory8. Neither Big Bang cosmology nor Darwinism,
nor any other “theory of origins” is falsifiable this side of eternity.
Without a “time machine” nobody will go back to the past and observe
the events of creation9.
There is another important concept, that of a “model.” A model, in this
case, is a conceptual framework which is an aid to understanding. A
model is a simplification, something less than the real thing, but, one
hopes, close enough to the real thing to yield correct understanding.
It is possible, even probable, that the Big Bang / Darwinist hypothesis can
be further refined to create models highly consistent with all known data.
But this still would not prove what happened in the past. It only would
prove the cleverness of those who construct the models. Even if the
model is useful as a predictor, it remains a model, a conceptual
framework, NOT the real universe.
It is crucial to note that a model can be useful and “successful” without
being at all correct. For example, ancient astronomers/astrologers used
the geocentric10 model to successfully predict planetary conjunctions,
seasons, the proper time to plant crops, etc. The model “worked,” but of
course, it was radically and fundamentally wrong. So are modern models.
11
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The result of this careful thinking about how the universe, earth, and life
on earth came into being, starting with the assumption that there is no
Creator, has been that all is a product of time and chance. This is why the
Big Bang “theory” and the “theory” of evolution may be treated as a single
hypothesis; they are interrelated “theories of origin” based on chance
events.
It is universally acknowledged that the probability of getting from the Big
Bang to human life on earth by pure chance is exceedingly small.
Estimates vary, but the probabilities are extremely much smaller than
chances we consider reasonable in everyday life. 12 All of these numbers
are enormously much smaller than one in a trillion. It is difficult for most
people to comprehend very large or very small numbers. For example,
based on certain assumptions, the lifetime chance of being hit by
lightning is one in 3500. The chance of being hit three times by lightning
(at least indirectly) in your lifetime is thus one in 43 billion. This is 23
times less than a trillion. One trillion U.S. pennies would weigh 2756 U.S.
tons. If these were used to buy a million dollar house every day, it would
take 27.4 years to spend them.
Here is the crucial point: In everyday life, we make rational decisions
whether to believe a claim based on how likely we perceive the claimed
event to have occurred. Extraordinary claims require extraordinary
evidence. Imagine that your boy came home bloody, scratched and
bruised, with torn clothing. He explains that he was attacked by a tiger
roaming the playground. Even if you were traveling with a circus, you
would instinctively look for a more likely explanation.
Yet, in spite of the abysmally low probability of the Big Bang and
Darwinist hypotheses, scientists adhering to these theories rule out even
the possibility of God as Creator, or even the watered-down version
called, “Intelligent Design.” Their operating assumption is not that there
probably is not a Divine Creator, but that there cannot be a Divine
Creator. Most would not say this, but there is no other conclusion
possible. Why else would the adherents of Big Bang cosmology and
Darwinian evolution so adamantly and viciously persecute “unbelievers”
in academia and science in the face of such tiny probabilities? Anyone
not toeing the party line is routinely damned as “unscientific.” And woe
unto him who is not yet tenured.
Belief in creation-by-chance is not science. It is religion. It is something
that comes from an act of faith – faith that there cannot be a God. Once
this religious assumption is made, certain conclusions are then drawn
using generally valid science, thus making the whole business appear
“scientific.” This point cannot be overstated. This is not a scientific
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debate. Science can be done either presupposing that there is no God, or
presupposing that there is a God.13 This is a religious debate.
Recall that some scientists have made this conscious religious choice.
Many other people, from scientists to street sweepers have been badly
misled by the religion of Big Bang cosmology and Darwinian evolution
into believing that this hypothesis has been “proven” scientifically. As a
result, many have attempted to form a hybrid view embracing both the
Holy Bible and creation-by-chance at some level. Not all of these
misguided attempts are dishonest; they start with wrong presuppositions
contrary to the Holy Bible, thinking that science has “proven” creation by
chance.
A Firsthand Account by a Faithful, Careful and Precise Creator
In Genesis, the first chapter, the six days of creation are clearly laid out.
In basic summary, here are the things God created or made (i.e., from
what He had already created):
1: The heavens, the earth in formless and void condition, light.
2: The firmament, called “Sky” or “Heaven”.
3: Dry land and seas, plants.
4: Sun, Moon and stars.
5: Sea creatures and flying creatures.
6: Land creatures, man.
The list is instructive. There were plants on the earth on day 3. On day 4,
God created the Sun, Moon and stars. Obviously, to reconcile Biblical
Creation with any Big-Bang, evolutionary or other chance-based
hypothesis is completely impossible for all of these teach a slow process
of star and planet formation billions of years before the first life
“appeared.”
Can God count to four?
Might God be smart enough to write a very short, “What I did this
Summer” grammar school essay and get events in the correct order?
For that matter, is God a skilled worker or not? Imagine a carpenter who
shakes out a box of nails until one happens to land point down, sticking
up by itself about where he wants. He hammers it in, then repeats the
process for each nail. Perhaps this would be about a one nail per week
job. Talk about expensive labor!
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The “random carpenter” is an excellent illustration of another problem
with “theistic” evolution in all of its forms. A perfectly wise, holy, allknowing Creator would not act like this silly carpenter. God did not
“shake out” the universe by chance. He worked with skill, wisdom,
purpose and holy perfection.14 He precisely created everything in exacting
detail down to the last elementary particle.
God’s particular care in His creative work is well illustrated by an
example from the history of the ancient Jewish nation. Around 701 B.C.,
the Assyrians invaded Israel. (2 Kings 18ff, Isaiah 36ff). In preparation for
a pending siege of Jerusalem, the Hebrews dug a tunnel through the rock
from an underground spring outside the city, under the wall, ending in a
pool. This tunnel, “Hezekiah’s Tunnel,” exists yet today. It is just wide
and tall enough to walk through. To call it “serpentine” is an
understatement. Crews started at both ends, and working with picks and
shovels dug through the rock till the crews met somewhere near the
middle.
Since it is not straight, but winding, it is obvious that the two crews, in
order to meet in the middle, underground, must have followed some
natural watercourse or other geologic feature. (When the Romans built
underground aqueducts, they used boreholes to the surface and went
straight; it is a lot less digging to dig straight!) Whatever the Israelites
followed was not there by accident, but God put it there for this very
purpose, to be used by His people over three thousand years after
creation! God even rebukes His people for their ingratitude for His
provision:
You also made a reservoir between the two walls for the
water of the old pool. But you did not look to its Maker, Nor
did you have respect for Him who fashioned it long ago.
(Isaiah 22:11)
The point is clear: The earth is the way it is, down to the smallest detail,
because God designed and built it that way. God did not just scatter the
mountains the way we would shovel gravel onto a path. He put each rock
there, one at a time so to speak, in precise locations. Is there a rock in
your backyard? God put it there by explicit design.
Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who
brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, by
the greatness of his might, and because he is strong in power
not one is missing. (Isaiah 40:26)
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Astronomers estimate that there are probably, as a rough guess, around
1021 (1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000) stars in the universe. That is a lot of
names! Jesus said,
But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. (Luke
12:7)
God’s particular and detailed care and precision in His creation is further
seen in how He created the Garden of Eden and mankind. Genesis is not
the only place where the Holy Bible speaks of God as Creator. Space does
not permit an exhaustive study, but there are a few more teachings about
Creation that are crucial to a good understanding of the biblical basis for
human rights.
The Genesis of Human Rights
In Genesis, chapter one, God pronounces His work to be “good” six times
and finally, at the end of the sixth day, God pronounces everything that
he had made, “very good” (Genesis 1:31). God did not create anything bad
or evil.
In Genesis 1:26-30, God tells us of His creation of man. First, He made
mankind male and female, both in “His own image”. Each person has
value because God created him or her in His own image. The Holy Bible is
clear that at least with respect to humans, God continues to create. Not
only did God create the human race generally, but He creates each new
person who is conceived, in His own image.
Let this be recorded for a generation to come, so that a
people yet to be created may praise the Lord: (Psalm 102:18)
Everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my
glory, whom I formed and made. (Isaiah 43:7, See also Psalm
139:13)
This is an absolutely critical point. Human beings are not mere biological
entities; each one of us has an individually, meticulously crafted
immortal soul made to yearn for God. Note also that there are only two
sexes: male and female. The modern multiplicity of genders theorized by
some is pure balderdash.
Each individual therefore has great value, being a particular and
individual creation of God who made him or her in His own image; this
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and this alone gives each person great intrinsic worth. Sex, race, social or
economic status, what others think of a person and even a person’s own
self-evaluation do not at all diminish this great intrinsic worth. Likewise,
even the particular temptations with which one may be tempted do not
diminish this great intrinsic worth. Roles in life are given by God, but
they have nothing at all to do with worth as a human being; the image of
God, particularly and individually crafted in great detail by God, is the
source of human worth and dignity. None of us are here by even the
slightest element of chance, but by direct and particular choice of
Almighty God.
Secondly, God blessed mankind. Due to sin, life is not what it ought to be.
(“Sin” is any disobedience against God.) Still, much blessing remains. It is
God’s general design to bless us, not curse us.
Third, God gave mankind a number of commands. First, we are to be
fruitful and multiply. Not everyone is called to be married, and not every
marriage escapes the curse of barrenness, but it is difficult in light of the
teaching of the Holy Bible to justify birth control under any but the most
extreme circumstances. It is therefore a human right for families to have
children without restriction.
God gave human beings dominion over the entire earth. Mankind is to
“subdue” the earth, not in the sense of wanton destruction, but in the
sense of successfully keeping the weeds out of the garden and the mice
outside the house, while improving both garden and house. This
dominion is over soil, water, minerals, animals and plants. God gave
mankind work to do even before the fall made labor toilsome. Work is
not some evil thing to be avoided, but is part of God’s original order of
Creation. Labor is good, a human right, and should be protected.
At this point, it is worthwhile to digress briefly and ask why did God
create the earth? There surely must be many reasons, including to bring
glory to His Name, but,
For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens (he is God!),
who formed the earth and made it (he established it; he did
not create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!): “I am the
Lord, and there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:18 emphasis mine)
There are those today who treat the earth itself as something sacred and
would put the welfare of humans under that of the welfare of the earth,
the environment or animals. Others would have us think that there is no
essential difference between humans and animals. Not only is this false,
but also note that animals are never said to be made in God’s image.
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This teaching that humans have dominion over animals and that humans,
not animals, are made in the image of their Creator is crucial today.
There are those who press for “animal rights” at the expense of humans.
Much of the animal rights movement comes out of false (typically
Eastern) religions or from Darwinism – Humans are seen as merely more
advanced, but not any better or more valuable than animals. When
humans use the animals which God has put into our care in ways that are
beneficial, as pets, livestock, work animals, research subjects and for
food and fur, we are not only within our rights, but are fulfilling the
command of God to subdue the earth. This dominion does not at all
justify wanton or unnecessary cruelty to animals. In fact,
A righteous man regards the life of his animal, But the tender
mercies of the wicked are cruel. (Proverbs 12:10)
In the second chapter of Genesis, we learn some more specific details
about God’s creation of the world. In the first three verses, we read that
God rested on the seventh day. Therefore He blessed the seventh day and
made it holy. Why did He do this? Was He tired out from hard work? Of
course not. Everything God does is for definite purposes. There is no hint
anywhere in all of Scripture that God’s power or strength is in any way
limited. At least one reason is that God desired to make it extremely clear
that He commanded each of us to have one day in seven in which to rest
from our labors and give our attention to the worship of our Creator.
Note that this ordinance was established before sin and evil entered into
the world and labor became toil. The Sabbath rest is thus a human right.
Beginning with verse 4, we see God engaged in a new kind of creation; He
planted the Garden of Eden. We also see the creation of man and woman
in more detail. Verse 5 poses some potential interpretive difficulties. The
Hebrew eretz, much like our word “earth” can mean earth, land, soil,
people, country or even space (as a plot of land). Since we already saw the
creation of the earth as a whole, it is reasonable to conclude that “land” is
the preferred meaning. The ESV uses this rendering. This rendering is
also consistent with the passage as a whole given the context: God
created man and placed him in the garden. He planted the garden in a
particular barren spot reserved for the purpose.
God did not place Adam in the garden to flounder on his own, but
graciously gave Adam direction and rule in verses 16 and 17, including
the command to not eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.
From Adam’s rib, God created Eve.

23

Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.”
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast
to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. (Genesis 2:23)
Adam, prophesying, here declares that his helper is of the very same
substance as himself. Let none fall into the ancient errors that women are
inferior in dignity or worth to men, or that women are somehow between
animals and men on the scale of being. Adam also proclaims the
institution of marriage and the resulting close bond between husband
and wife.
This dignity and worth of women comes from God. The role, or job
description, of the woman is that of helper to the man. This is not a
menial job. The same Hebrew word is also used to express the concept of
God helping His people. The woman is to be a benefit to the man in his
life, not merely a companion. Though equal to the man in dignity and
worth, she is still in a different role than the man: She is a helper to the
man. Those who reject this fundamental God-ordained difference
between the sexes argue against their Creator. This role difference is not
somehow a result of sin, as the fall has not yet occurred, but is God’s
original created order.
From Genesis we have obtained a clear picture of the place of humans in
the cosmos. Far from being worthless cosmic accidents, we are all God’s
creatures, His property, and thus subject to His will. Human rights are
not something insignificant, but of great importance, for each human
being, without exception, is a particular, individual, purposeful creation
of God in His own image. Though lower than God, mankind has rightful
dominion over the earth and the rest of creation. From these truths, it
clearly follows that each of us has the duty to respect the value and
rights of other humans and to care for whatever part of creation God has
committed to our care. Since human worth, dignity and rights come from
God, we will continue to examine God's Word in order to learn essential
truths that transform human rights from a bare prohibition against
harming others into something much more beautiful and valuable.
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Chapter 4 – The Biblical Context of Human Rights
As Genesis demonstrates, human rights do not exist in isolation, but
come from the commands, purposes and works of God as revealed to us
in the Holy Bible. It is therefore necessary to review some foundational
truths from the Holy Bible upon which this book builds.
This is only the briefest of overviews. The reader for whom the material
in this chapter is new would be well advised to read David McKay's The
Bond of Love15 or Sinclair Ferguson's The Christian Life - A Doctrinal
Introduction.16 In addition, those wanting to look up specific topics for a
brief overview of the topic may find R. C. Sproul's Essential Truths of the
Christian Faith17 helpful.
Evil
God created the universe and mankind very good. Then why is there so
much evil and misery? Since much evil consists in how badly people treat
one another and violate one another’s rights, it is important to
understand evil.
God had commanded Adam and Eve not to eat of The Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil. But, at Satan’s prompting, they disobeyed
God. As exemplified by their knowledge of nakedness, due to their sin,
Adam and Eve lost intimacy and fellowship with God.
And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked
and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give
account. (Hebrews 4:13)
God pronounced judgment on Satan, Eve and Adam for their sins. Satan
was condemned to eventual defeat. Eve, and all womankind were
condemned to pain in childbirth, and sometimes distasteful, rather than
joyful submission as helper.
God held Adam to the highest degree of responsibility. On account of
Adam, all mankind and even creation itself is under a curse. In ways not
entirely known to us, the world is very different from what it was before
Adam’s fall. Adam also became changed in his very nature; he converted
himself from a good man without sin into a rebel against God. Now
spiritually dead, Adam also brought physical death into the world.
Finally, God expelled Adam and Eve from the garden.
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Because of Adam’s sin, all humans are now sinners (i.e., by nature, rebels
against God). Cain killed his own brother Abel, and it went downhill from
there. As a judgment on all of the great sin in the world, God brought the
flood upon the earth. After the flood, God promised Noah that there
would never be such a disaster again. God renewed the command to
multiply and fill the earth and take dominion. Yet, humans remained
sinners.
And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said
in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because of
man, for the intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth.
Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I
have done. While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest,
cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not
cease.” (Genesis 8:21-22)
The confusion of languages at the Tower of Babel was a further judgment
of God upon mankind. It seems that this judgment, the flood and the
ejection from the Garden of Eden have not only the common theme of
judgment upon sin, but also a theme of God progressively limiting man’s
power, or ability to do things in order to protect him from his own sin.
And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they
have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what
they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be
impossible for them.” (Genesis 11:6)
God often deals with groups as groups based on the actions of one or
more representatives of that group. Likewise, when Adam sinned, he was
our representative who acted on behalf of all mankind. Thus, Adam’s
rebellion is charged to each one of us at conception, the curse passing
from father to son or daughter18. Since we are charged with rebellion, we
are rebels. Because we are rebels, we rebel. That is, we ourselves sin
continually against God.
Sin came into the world through one man, and death through
sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.
(Romans 5:12b)
Is Man Basically Morally Upright and Good?
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother
conceived me. (Psalm 51:5)
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And you were dead in the trespasses and sins … and were by
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. (Ephesians
2:1-3)
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick;
who can understand it? (Jeremiah 17:9)
Man is not basically good or morally upright. The heresy that man is
basically morally good has resulted in massive waste and much human
suffering as people wrong-headedly attempt to correct immoral behavior
with methods doomed to failure. To fall into the error that people are
basically good is to think that if a person is bad, since he is (supposedly)
basically morally good, then there must be some external cause, such as
his environment or mental illness, that must be corrected in order to
make him good.
As a society, we are such slow learners in this regard. We continue to
attempt to solve social problems by merely changing people’s
environment or conditions. A few examples will suffice. There was a
problem with racism in America. So students were bussed for hours each
way to and from school every day. It did not work and was finally halted.
Racism is still a major problem.
In Kansas City, the schools were bad and educational achievement was
abysmal. So they replaced the schools with very expensive “five-star”
schools. Those who inspected the old dilapidated buildings did indeed
find problems with the buildings. However, the fact that the halls reeked
with urine19 should have clued people into the fact that more than
buildings needed change. After a massive rape of Missouri taxpayers,
educational achievement was entirely unchanged: still abysmal. People’s
lives were yanked around by the powers-that-be for no good purpose.
Do an Internet search on “public housing elevators camera urine”
(without the quotes). This is not merely an American problem. Changing
people’s environment does not make them good people. It does not even
housebreak them.
The man-is-basically-good heresy has also led to ill-conceived public
institutions. Put simply: Police and bureaucrats are depraved sinners like
everyone else. So are politicians. Strangely, in spite of the general
reputation of politicians, the voters, time and time again, act as though
this or that candidate will solve all of their problems.
Do not put your trust in princes, nor in a son of man, in
whom there is no help. (Psalm 146:3)
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Here in America, where we have a generally functioning system of checks
and balances and multiple levels of government, we see this problem
much less than in many other countries. This is because most of our
Founding Fathers did believe that men are sinners and designed
governmental structures accordingly.
In some countries, to meet a policeman is always dangerous due to
corruption. Making sure the cops are not crooks and making sure they
can still catch crooks is important; criminals are violators of human
rights.
Unfortunately, much of what should be police work or simply left alone is
rapidly being replaced by bureaucracy with broad and undefined powers.
Instead of a presumption of innocence, there is now frequently a
presumption of guilt. This is most glaring in tax matters. Instead of
requiring search warrants, people in certain situations are presumed to
have given “implied consent” to search and seizure by virtue of what they
are doing or where they are. This is why police can search your car or
your airline baggage, but not your house, without a search warrant.
Businesses are subject to innumerable warrant-less searches, inspections,
audits and general harassment. In all of these cases, the bureaucrats are
presumed to be good and right. It somehow never seems to occur to
anyone that they are also sinners. Is it any surprise that when wrong,
bureaucrats will frequently refuse to admit they are wrong but will
continue to fish for evidence or violations and generally refuse to back
down? Have we all not, at one time or another, acted likewise? Once “in
the system” it can be next to impossible to get out.
So called “family services” and “child protective services” operate in this
fashion as well. What makes social services bureaucrats even more
dangerous is the often subjective nature of their work. Again, the
bureaucrats are supposedly “basically good people” and they thus
operate with little oversight. The rights of parents and children are often
trampled upon with impunity. This is not to say that crimes against
children do not need to be brought to justice. It is to say that justice
implies due process; in more recent years, we have lost the wisdom of
our Founding Fathers and have not installed adequate checks and
balances and due process.
What the Holy Bible teaches about depraved and rebellious humans
confirms that we need civil government to bring violators of human
rights to justice. But since civil government is also made up of depraved
and rebellious humans, care to mitigate the effects of this depravity is of
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utmost importance to preserve human rights against violators from
within government institutions, as well as outside.
These things are obvious. But the speed and tenacity with which
Americans cry out to the government to solve their problems with more
laws and bureaucracy shows that the fallacy of the “sinless government
servant” lives on. Yes, there are multitudes of jokes and expressions of
contempt of bureaucrats and politicians. But actions speak louder than
words, do they not?
Hell
Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say
to them, You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.
(Leviticus 19:2)
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels
with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him
will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from
the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but the
goats on the left. … Then he will say to those on his left,
“Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared
for the devil and his angels.” (Matthew 25:31-33, 41)
God is infinitely holy. Thus, every single act of disobedience against God
(sin), no matter how small, by itself, deserves Hell because every sin is an
infinite offense. Hence, time in Hell must be infinite. Worse, in Hell
sinners will never stop sinning, so they will never stop earning more
“time” that they have to “do.” Hell is a place of utter torment, terror and
horror. Hell is not some symbolic concept. It is real and if you do not
trust in Jesus Christ, you are only one heartbeat away from Hell.
Jesus Christ: God
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does
not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God
remains on him. (John 3:36)
No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever
confesses the Son has the Father also. (1 John 2:23)
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Here in America, we are particularly prone to an insidious but viciously
deadly heresy. We have, “One nation under God,” and “In God we Trust.”
Both are absolutely excellent ideas. In fact, to truly trust God is to trust
Jesus Christ unto eternal life. Unfortunately, in America we have slipped
into a cultural norm that makes the mention of “God” allowable, but
which makes it unacceptable to mention Jesus Christ. The reason,
supposedly, is to “include” others who also believe in some kind of “god,”
such as Unitarians, Mormons, Jews, Muslims and even Buddhists. This is
to deny Jesus Christ as surely as did Peter.
To reject Jesus Christ is to reject the true, Triune God. That God created
humans in His Triune image is significant also for human rights. We see
in the Holy Bible that each of the three Persons has different roles (or, if
you will, offices or functions). Yet they each retain equal dignity and
Divinity. We thus learn again that the dignity and human rights conferred
upon each one of us by virtue of being individually made by God in His
own image does not depend on one’s role in life. This is true whether the
role is imposed by God, others or ourselves.
Jesus was born of a virgin, Mary. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit. Jesus is fully God and fully man. Jesus taught for three years,
doing many miracles that authenticated His divinity. Then Jesus, by His
own free will, was crucified and died on the Cross. Three days later He
rose from the dead. He ascended into Heaven. At Pentecost the Holy
Spirit filled the apostles of Jesus and gave them knowledge and
understanding so that they could proclaim Jesus Christ to the world with
authority.
The Best News the World Ever Heard
So why did Jesus Christ have to die on the Cross?
God created you. God owns you. God has given you commands. These
commands are perfectly just and reasonable. You sinned against God,
disobeying Him. You thus deserve to be punished for your sin. Your sin is
an infinite offense against an infinitely holy God; you thus deserve an
infinite punishment in Hell. If left to yourself, you are going to Hell; you
are a single breath, a single heartbeat, away from eternity in the Lake of
Fire.
God does not have a choice here. Yes, God is almighty. But God is
constrained by His holy character, indeed by the very essence of His
divine being. He cannot lie. He cannot be unjust. He cannot do evil. Please
understand that God’s holy character, His justice, requires Him to punish
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sin. God’s justice must be satisfied. Period. All would appear doomed, but
God’s wisdom and love are also infinite. Jesus Christ stepped up and
agreed with the Father and Holy Spirit, even before time began, that He
would put Himself in the place of sinners as their substitute. God would
punish Jesus Christ the man instead of, and in the place of, those sinners
who trust in Christ. Jesus Christ, having never sinned, was perfect, having
no sin of His own. He was well qualified to “take the rap” on behalf of all
who would ever trust in Him, from Adam’s time to the Second Coming.
Thus, for all who trust in Jesus Christ, God’s justice is satisfied, and they
will not go to Hell, but to Heaven to be with God. Those who do not trust
in Jesus Christ go to Hell.
There is more. Jesus Christ is the substitute for those who trust in Him
not only to take their punishment but to live a perfect life for them. God
actually imputes Christ’s perfect obedience to those who trust in Him.
Hence, God not only is able to spare the believer from Hell but to reward
him or her with eternity in Heaven, a reward which Jesus Christ earned.
And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin.
For the judgment following one trespass 20 brought
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses
brought justification. For if, because of one man’s trespass,
death reigned through that one man, much more will those
who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.
(Romans 5: 16 – 18)
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of
works, so that no one may boast. For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
(Ephesians 2:8-10)
The latter passage shows how God saves those who trust in Christ. First,
it is by His grace. Grace is something that God freely gives because He
chooses to do so. Salvation from Hell is a free gift of God. The instrument
that God uses to convey His grace is faith. As mentioned earlier, “faith”
could just as well be translated “trust”. Note that even faith is a gift of
God. Good works are also are a gift of God as part of the “salvation
package.”
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Good Works
“He saved us, not because of works done by us in
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,”
(Titus 3:5)
It is important to understand the place of good works. Consider a lamp.
If it is on, it will be warm or even hot. By natural law, there will be heat
and light. If there is light there must also be heat.
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick;
who can understand it? (Jeremiah 17:9)
It is easy be blind to one’s own sin. It is all too easy to say, “I love God.”
God knows this. So, knowing that we are blind and have sick hearts, when
God confronts sinners, He points not to the light, for we are blind, but to
the heat which even a blind man can feel. Thus, when God reproves us
for our sin, He points to the evidence: our works.
It is important to get this straight. You can only be saved by faith. God, in
His grace, uses trust (faith) to deliver not only forgiveness of our sins but
also our good works. If there are no good works you can be sure there is
no trust. That is why people who have not good works go to Hell. Those
who go to Heaven do not get there by earning their way by good works.
People in Heaven are there because they trust in Jesus Christ. Because
they trust Jesus Christ, when Jesus says to do something, they do it. It is
that simple. Works are evidence of trust (also called belief or faith).
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he
has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. (John
3:16-18)
The decision to trust Jesus Christ is not a blind or irrational decision nor
is it based on no information at all. It is based on the person and
character of Jesus Christ through whom the world was made. When a
person is saved, he or she begins to walk in those good works set before
him or her which were laid down before the foundation of the earth. But
how? That is, what is the mechanism by which this happens? The answer
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to this question is crucial to the cause of human rights; much oppression
has resulted from failure to understand this issue.
Jesus changed water into wine. The water became something else, better
and new. In the same way, Jesus Christ gives the believer a new heart,
that is, new in kind or a different kind of heart. This is called being, “born
again.” It is this new heart, a heart attuned to Jesus Christ, that enables
faith and repentance and impels and enables the believer to true good
works. The new heart is one in which the Holy Spirit will work through
the believer through his or her new union with Christ. The Holy Spirit,
Holy God, indwells each believer in Jesus.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, (1 Peter 1:3)
And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put
within them. I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh
and give them a heart of flesh, (Ezekiel 11:19)
And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” (Galatians 4:6)
It is the failure of some churchmen to understand that only God can give
this new heart that leads to oppression. True conversion is a work of
God, and only a work of God. God will use the preaching of His Word, for
“faith comes by hearing,” but all attempts at artificial methods of
“converting” people by force, bribery or other coercion is not only
oppression, but dishonoring to God. The Inquisition was perhaps the
worst example of churchmen attempting to gain “converts” by force, but
by no means the only example of an evil that continues today. Civil
officials are also guilty. Many social programs interfere with people’s
lives and waste hard-earned taxes in a vain attempt to do what only God
can do – change people’s hearts.
Jesus Christ the Mediator
Jesus, on the Cross, did more than reconcile sinners to God. He continues
even now to mediate21 between God and His redeemed people and
intercede for them.
For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus. (1 Timothy 2:5)
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He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to
God through him, since he always lives to make intercession
for them. (Hebrews 7:25)
More than that, as the Great Reconciler and Mediator, King Jesus also
reconciles man to man and man to the very creation. This fact puts a
whole additional dimension onto the issue of human rights, and indeed
all of life. For where human rights are respected the oppressed may be
free from his oppressor. But in Jesus, the oppressor is not merely
restrained but may become the true friend of the one he formerly
oppressed. Jesus’ commands to His disciples mandate a higher standard
than mere toleration of the rights of others; Jesus commands even love to
one’s enemies.
Small, Simple, Crucial
The good news of salvation in Jesus Christ is, in a manner of speaking,
too simple for scientists and philosophers. But it is God who saves, God
who does all of the work. Reduced to its essence, the Gospel is very
simple:
1. God made you. Thus God owns you and rightfully commands you.
2. You have disobeyed God. Your offense is infinite, deserving Hell.
3. God punished Jesus on the Cross as a substitute for sinners. Jesus
also lived a perfect life as a substitute for sinners.
4. If you trust Jesus, He will be your substitute, taking upon Himself
the punishment you deserve. God will also reward you with
Heaven, which Jesus earned on your behalf.
5. If you do not trust Jesus, you will justly go to Hell.
Providence
The same forces of darkness that have saturated our society with the vile
poison of Big Bang cosmology, Darwinism and other creation-by-chance
ideas have extended the same chance-based ideas into the ongoing
operation of the world. The tendency is to view events mechanistically,
not as the action and doing of God Almighty. But the Holy Bible teaches
us something very different about Jesus Christ:
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. (Colossians 1:17)
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He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint
of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. (Hebrews 1:3)
All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and
he does according to his will among the host of heaven and
among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his
hand or say to him, “What have you done?” (Daniel 4:35)
Jesus Christ upholds and operates the universe in detail in all things.
How is it then that there are “natural laws” such as gravity? God’s natural
laws and the fact that things work repeatedly the same way, are
expressions of God’s faithfulness. God is a God of law and order and He
expresses this in His consistent and dependable operation of the universe
with abounding love and faithfulness.
The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the
Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,” (Exodus 34:6)
Miracles are simply when God does something different. God uses
miracles to authenticate His prophets and especially Jesus Christ. He also
occasionally uses them as an extraordinary means to provide for His
people. To trust in Jesus Christ, is to trust in Him who runs the universe.
Nothing is outside of His control.
Just as God runs the universe faithfully in a way that graciously
implements “natural” cause and effect, so likewise God operates spiritual
cause and effect as well.
For pressing milk produces curds, pressing the nose
produces blood, and pressing anger produces strife.
(Proverbs 30:33)
And in anger and wrath I will execute vengeance on the
nations that did not obey. (Micah 5:15)
Those who do not obey God will suffer His wrath. God’s natural laws
serve His moral laws and redemptive purposes. God works them together
in harmony with one another. An understanding of moral law, the topic
of the next chapter, is thus vital for human rights.
Be warned: Hell is real. And surely, the worst possible human rights
violation of all is to turn someone away from Jesus Christ, or deny them
the knowledge of Jesus Christ, for Hell is very real indeed.

35

Chapter 5 – The Law and Teachings of God
Satan began his temptation of Eve by casting doubts upon God’s Word.
This is still an effective tactic today and it takes many forms. Thus, in
order to solidly defend human rights from a biblical foundation, it is
necessary to examine and understand that foundation in order to ensure
it be used rightly. It will be seen that a correct understanding of the
nature of God’s Law is a powerful force for defending human rights, for it
is within God’s Law, the Holy Bible, that human rights are to be found
and potential violators of those rights restrained.
What is God’s Law?
What is God’s law? We do not ask here what it contains, but what is its
nature? Consider the verse below.
There shall be one law for the native and for the stranger
who sojourns among you. (Exodus 12:49)
The word translated “law” in the verse above is torah. Torah can mean
law, regulation, legal prescription, teaching or the Law of Moses 22.
Since the whole Holy Bible is law and teaching, it is instructive to see
what the Holy Bible says about itself.
For whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, that through endurance and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
(Romans 15:4)
Now these things happened to them as an example, but they
were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of
the ages has come. (1 Corinthians 10:11)
These verses give the idea of “instruction” more than “law.” Psalm 119,
whose topic is God’s Word, uses the following words, all to describe the
Holy Bible, the Word of God: law, testimonies, ways, precepts, statutes,
commandments, rules, word, promise and word of truth. All of God’s
Word is all of these. While neither in Hebrew nor in English are all of
these words synonyms, in reference to the Holy Bible, they may almost be
treated as such due to the unique character of God’s Word. The reason is
that even while God commands us, He teaches our minds and speaks to
our hearts. Every command of God is full of promise due to His holy
character and faithfulness; implicit in every command is punishment for
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breaking it. Every word God speaks also testifies to His glory and
goodness and reveals more of Himself to mankind.
Speaking of the time of Pentecost to come, God said:
But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law
within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be
their God, and they shall be my people. (Jeremiah 31:33 – See
also Psalm 40:8, 37:31, Joshua 22:5, Galatians 5:22-25)
God’s law, the Holy Bible, is teaching and commandments that instruct
us. By the work of the Holy Spirit, these change our hearts. We are not
merely given a list of things to do or not do. There are such lists, but they
comprise only a small part of the Holy Bible. Rather, God teaches us and
orients our hearts towards Him and His ways and away from sin. By
contrast, the typical American view of law is to make everything either
illegal or compulsory. Its use is all too often to find out what one can get
away with and stay just this side of jail. Or Hell.
Very little of the Holy Bible is flat out, “you must do this,” or “you must
not do that.” Life, from the perspective of the Holy Bible, is a life of
freedom, with few limits or restrictions. It is only people’s sinful desires
and rebellion that tend to obscure this wonderful truth. Sinners tend to
emphasize what sin they cannot do, rather than all that they can do.
Teaching by Example
Even if our hearts are well inclined towards God, we still need His
wisdom and direction. God not only gives us general wisdom, but very
specific instructions. It is thus worthwhile to examine some of the ways
God teaches and instructs us. Consider:
For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the
great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial
and takes no bribe. He executes justice for the fatherless and
the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and
clothing. Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were
sojourners in the land of Egypt. (Deuteronomy 10:17-19)
Here, God first teaches us about Himself, first generally, then more
specifically, then begins to point to the issue at hand. He singles out the
sojourner (stranger, foreigner) and says that He loves the sojourner. Next,
he gives the specific command: Love the sojourner, and another reason:

37

You used to be a sojourner. God had set apart the Israelites as a separate
and special people, so it is easy to see how they might get the idea that
foreigners were of lesser value than themselves.
Moreover, God teaches a lesson that is more general. We ought to
especially love those whom God especially loves. So when we come to a
verse like,
For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits
eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy
place, and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit,
to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the
contrite.” (Isaiah 57:15)
Ought we not also therefore to hold in esteem those of a contrite and
lowly spirit?
In many cases, God gives specific commands, but they are not so specific
as might be expected. Consider,
You shall not see your brother’s donkey or his ox fallen
down by the way and ignore them. You shall help him to lift
them up again. (Deuteronomy 22:4)
Are we allowed to ignore the one with a fallen camel? How about an
overturned farm cart in the ditch? What about him who cannot work his
fields due to an injury? There are many teachings like this in the Holy
Bible which aim at the heart, rather than give a silly narrow list of duties
which one can do and then forget about God. 23
As recorded in the Gospels, Jesus taught by example very frequently.
Christ’s handling of the Ten Commandments is a case in point.
The Ten Commandments
The Ten Commandments, also known as the “Ten Words” or “The
Decalogue” have a unique place in the world. The Ten Commandments
are the only part of the Holy Bible written directly by God, without a
human inspired author, not once, but twice.
And he gave to Moses, when he had finished speaking with
him on Mount Sinai, the two tablets of the testimony, tablets
of stone, written with the finger of God. (Exodus 31:18)
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Due to the incident with the Golden Calf, Moses broke these tablets. To
replace them, Moses cut new tablets, and then God wrote on them the
Ten Commandments once again. (Deuteronomy 10:1-4) So obviously, God
considers each one of the Ten Commandments to be of great importance.
To view the Ten Commandments as a summary of all of God’s law is very
appropriate. There are many other commands God gives to us in the Holy
Bible which He calls “commandments” which are not one of the Ten in
the Decalogue. Yet, there is not one command in all of the Holy Bible
which will not fall under one of the Ten in the Decalogue.
For purposes of illustration, it is helpful to examine parts of the Sermon
on the Mount both to show the comprehensiveness of the Ten
Commandments, and to show how Jesus taught by example. A fuller
exposition will be found in the Westminster Larger Catechism, 24 with
special attention to Questions 9825 - 148.
You have heard that it was said to those of old, “You shall
not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to
judgment.” But I say to you that everyone who is angry with
his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his
brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, “You
fool!” will be liable to the hell of fire. (Matthew 5:21-22)
You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit
adultery.” But I say to you that everyone who looks at a
woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery
with her in his heart. (Matthew 5:27-28)
Notice that in the first case, Jesus extends the commandment against
Murder down to the smallest harm against another human. In the second
case, Jesus extends the commandment down to the smallest sexual
impurity against man or God, who sees into our hearts. Jesus did not
actually say very much that was new here. For example, it was in the Law
of Moses that God commands us to love our enemies.
Can there be any doubt that Jesus intends for us to understand the
reminder of the Ten Commandments in the same way? In the sense that
the Decalogue is a summary of all of God’s Law, the Decalogue is the
source of all human rights. To wrongly harm a person in any fashion is to
break the Ten Commandments.
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The Permanence of God’s Word
Wrong assumptions can lead to confusion rather quickly. Satan started
his temptation with an attack on God’s Word. Likewise, Satan uses false
teachers and false teachings which would suggest we cut out, modify or
ignore portions of the Holy Bible on one ground or another, without
explicit authorization of the Holy Bible itself. In contrast, Jesus said,
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away. (Luke 21:33)
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be competent,
equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16:17, see also
Revelation 22:18-19)
Note that word “all” in the verse above. All of the entire Holy Bible is of
value to us today; the Old Testament is not at all obsolete. Yet, there are
a few matters that deserve careful consideration.
Until after the Resurrection, all of God’s people sacrificed animals, as
may be seen by Abel, Noah, Job, Abraham, etc. Why did God’s people
cease? Do not the Scriptures command sacrifice? The answer is an
unqualified, “yes” – the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. The book of Hebrews
probably has the most concentrated teaching on how Jesus Christ
fulfilled and obsoleted the performance of the ceremonial laws. Here are
snippets about Jesus Christ:
We have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the
holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. …
there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. They
serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. … But as it
is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more
excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better,
since it is enacted on better promises. (Hebrews 8:1-6)
The book of Hebrews is not alone.
And he said to them, “Then are you also without
understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a
person from outside cannot defile him, since it enters not his
heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all
foods clean.) Mark 7:18-19.
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God did not simply wipe away the Old Testament or any of Scripture. All
of the intricate details about the old sacrifices and ceremonial laws teach
us about Jesus. All of these things were shadow copies of Christ’s
sacrifice on the Cross and of our continuing union with Jesus. They fully
retain their value as the Word of God and teach us things about Jesus
Christ. We are not required to engage in all of those complex rituals now
that we have that which the ceremonies and rituals foreshadowed: Jesus
Christ. Hence, when we trust in Jesus, since Jesus is the sacrifice for our
sins, there is a sense in which we could be said to perform all of these old
sacrificial laws.
It is overwhelmingly important to realize that this change in the
execution of God’s law is not a human choice. Rather, God explains the
change in very many passages in the Holy Bible, such as in Romans and
Hebrews. We are not left to make our own decisions. Only because God
Himself fulfilled the requirements of the ceremonial laws, obsoleted the
performance of these ceremonial laws, and told us so in many passages
do we dare cease from performing the ceremonial laws; indeed, to
perform such ceremonial laws today would be to sin against Jesus Christ.
It is also crucial to understand that the Mosaic Covenant which God made
with Israel at Sinai, with all of its intricacy and complexity, was simply a
more full expression of what God had already commanded earlier, even if
these earlier commands are not recorded for us in Scripture 26. Not only
was there animal sacrifice from the very beginning, but we see much
evidence of God’s teachings being applied and enforced long before
Moses. Examples include:
• Abel correctly brought of the firstborn of his flock and the fat
portions. (Genesis 4:4)
• Cain knew he deserved death for his murder of Abel. (Genesis 4:14)
• God told Abimelech he deserved death for having another man’s
wife. (Genesis 20:3)
• The Sabbath was instituted at Creation. (Genesis 2:3)
• Marriage was instituted at Creation. (Genesis 2:24)
• God was grieved at the evil intent of men’s hearts. (Genesis 6:5)
• Ham’s posterity was punished for his sin in dishonoring his father.
(Genesis 9:22ff)
• Abraham tithed. (Genesis 14:19)
• Sodom was punished for multiple sins. (Genesis 18:20ff, Ezekiel
14:49-50)
• Animals were divided into clean and unclean. (Genesis 7:2)
• The book of Job27 shows sacrifices and much knowledge of God.
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From the time Adam and Eve received the knowledge of good and evil to
the time of Moses, there is abundant witness in Scripture of a general
knowledge and enforcement of the law of God in people’s lives. At Sinai,
God did give a number of more specific commands, especially pertaining
to the Tabernacle, the priesthood and other ceremonial and worship
activities. Other laws were designed to set God’s people apart from the
gentiles. In later years, the prophets further clarified and expanded God’s
law as part of God’s progressive revelation to man over time.
Hence, when Jesus fulfilled the sacrificial and ceremonial law in Himself,
He obsoleted not only the performance such provisions in the Law of
Moses, but also obsoleted the same types of provisions in the entire Old
Testament, and even part of the New, e.g., the baptism of John. The
dividing line for now fulfilled and obsolete law is not therefore between
Old Testament and New Testament, nor is it between the Law of Moses
and the Old Testament. Rather, we must divide the entire Holy Bible into
“moral law” and “ceremonial law.” The moral law is forever binding. The
moral law basically teaches us what we are to believe and how to relate to
God, man and creation. The ceremonial law involves various ceremonial
activities and distinctions regarding worship, sacrifice, matters of
clean/unclean, dress, diet, ritual, the Promised Land, etc.
It takes wisdom and care to read the Old Testament, especially the Law of
Moses (Genesis through Deuteronomy) and discern that which has been
rendered obsolete because Jesus fulfilled it. Some rules of thumb are
available to us, however. First, anything that is “clean” or “unclean” is of
the old ceremonial law and no longer applies. The same is true for
anything which pertains to a priest, sacrifice, the Tabernacle or the
Temple. There are also feasts, special days (except the weekly Sabbath),
ceremonies, special dress (e.g., tassels in Numbers 15:38), prohibitions
against various mixtures (e.g., Leviticus 19:19) and all manner of other
things that lack “practical” value in our relationships with the risen
Christ, other people, and with the rest of creation. What the obsoleted
rules have in common is that they pointed forward to the coming Messiah
or were designed by God to externally set God’s people apart from the
gentiles. Yet, these teachings remain for us as instruction in our current
situation for they teach us about Christ. To despise them as of no value
at all to us is utter foolishness.
Furthermore, the nation-church-state of Israel was also the primitive
visible church of Jesus Christ. That this is so, is obvious from the
extensive and detailed provisions God made for them to worship Him
together. God gave Israel certain land with boundaries that He explicitly
set forth. Hence, we must view the laws pertaining to, or linked to, the
Promised Land as also having been fulfilled in Christ for the church was
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extended after Pentecost to the gentiles as well (Acts 10:1-11:18), and
there is no longer any distinction between Jews and gentiles. Care is
needed, however, to understand that there are many moral teachings
which, if obeyed, would yield benefits particular to that time and place
such as living long in the land. The force of these teachings is in no way
diminished for they still yield benefits appropriate to our own time and
place.
Likewise, also relating to the nation-church-state of Israel, God appointed
certain forms of civil government for Israel at different times. First, there
were patriarchs, then Moses the prophet, then the Judges, then kings.
Ezekiel 46 implies a prince for the postexilic period. Due to this variety,
we cannot say that any one form of civil government is biblical or not on
the basis of form alone. Yet, as always, we are to take instruction from
these parts of God’s Word. By “form of government” is meant the
mechanical details of a civil government, such as the make up of
executive power, legislatures, judicial authority, etc.
Some passages, to our Western, compartmentalized minds may seem
strange. Leviticus 19, for example, flits from what seems one topic to
another unrelated topic. Laws about how to treat people, worship and
clean/unclean laws are all intermingled. Far from being disordered or
illogical, it is God’s way of teaching that all of life is to be in submission
to Him and that all of the affairs of life are to be guided and guarded by
continual prayer and worship. To live our lives for Christ means that all
of life is lived in Him. We must not understand by this mixture that the
moral laws and teachings of the Old Testament are to be obsoleted with
the ceremonial laws. Neither are we free to consider entire books or
portions of books to be now obsolete merely because they contain one or
more ceremonial laws. This understanding of God's Word comes, in large
part, from our understanding of who God is.
The Word of the Transcendent, Eternal God and Savior
The unity and cohesiveness of the Holy Bible from Genesis to Revelation
is a reflection of God’s eternal being. It is crucial to realize that God’s
eternity is not merely an infinite amount of time as we know time. Time
is a created component of this universe, subject (at least) to gravity and
velocity.28 God is completely separate from His creation in the sense that
no part of creation is part of God, and in no way is God in any way
controlled by any part of His creation, including time. Since we are in
God’s image, it may well be that God knows some analog to time. But God
has always comprehended all of the history of the universe from Creation
to the Second Coming even more instinctively and thoroughly than we
know 2 + 2 = 4. Furthermore, it is He who brings history and all things to
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pass. The time we experience now will vanish with the rest of creation
when God creates the New Heavens and the New Earth.
Thus, the Holy Bible in no way reflects any changes in God’s eternal plans
and purposes. When God speaks of “relenting” of threatened judgments,
for example, He is speaking in human terms, using very strong language
to shock people into repenting of their wickedness.
Remember this and stand firm,
recall it to mind, you transgressors,
remember the former things of old;
for I am God, and there is no other;
I am God, and there is none like me,
declaring the end from the beginning
and from ancient times things not yet done,
saying, “My counsel shall stand,
and I will accomplish all my purpose,” (Isaiah 46:8-10)
While God had revealed more and more information over time to His
people, beginning with Adam and ending with the Book of Revelation, in
no case did God ever reveal anything that negated any information which
He had previously revealed.29 God knows all things perfectly and cannot
lie. As a germinating walnut begins as a seed, grows up into a sapling, a
young tree, then a large tree, it is one plant in various forms, in various
stages of maturity. So thus was the written Word of God as God revealed
more and more of it to His Church. It got bigger and bigger, but was
always one message: “I will be your God and you shall be my people.”
Any system of theology which does not recognize this basic unity of
Scripture and of God’s eternal purposes is thus necessarily defective. The
same is true of any theology which would have us believe that God is
somehow watching to see what will happen on earth, as though He does
not know already, for He brings all things to pass. Such views seriously
undermine the cause of human rights for God then becomes supposedly
changeable and unreliable or dependent upon earthly events.
Old Testament Civil Law
The final topic in this chapter also pertains to how we must view the Old
Testament and it is a matter of some ongoing controversy. Yet, a correct
understanding of this matter is a very powerful weapon in the battle for
human rights.
Before stating the question, consider the following passages:
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If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he
shall repay five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep.
(Exodus 22:1)
Whoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone found in
possession of him, shall be put to death. (Exodus 21:16)
The judges shall inquire diligently, and if the witness is a
false witness and has accused his brother falsely, then you
shall do to him as he had meant to do to his brother. So you
shall purge the evil from your midst. (Deuteronomy 19:18-19)
If a man causes a field or vineyard to be grazed over, or lets
his beast loose and it feeds in another man’s field, he shall
make restitution from the best in his own field and in his
own vineyard. (Exodus 22:5)
What these moral laws have in common is that they involve prescribed
punishments or restitution for various crimes or torts. In some cases, the
parties involved can settle on their own. If the parties cannot come to
agreement, or if the crime is capital or against God, then the local civil
government gets involved. More to the point, these are commands to civil
governments, giving civil governments things to do or enforce. However a
particular civil government is structured, God expects it to obey these
commands and many more like them.
Of course, God also implicitly condemns specific sins here as well. It is
clear from the general context that the punishment is to be administered
by civil officials except in cases where victim and perpetrator come to
terms on their own, where such is allowed. It is for this reason, that we
may refer to these laws as “Civil Laws.” They are given to bodies politic,
to be administered by civil officials. The question before us is: Are these
civil laws still valid today? There are many who would argue that they are
not.
Although some of God’s moral laws may be classified as “civil laws,” this
distinction does not, by virtue of this classification alone, remove them
from the rest of the moral law. In fact, Scripture itself does not make this
distinction or classification. Recall that much of the moral law tells us
how we are to relate to our fellow humans. How we treat each other is
part and parcel of the moral law. Thus, for example, to reject restitution
for harm we do to somebody would not make sense.
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The form of government is not an issue here. These laws could be
executed by the elders of a small isolated village or by a major
government with a complex constitution. Further, these crimes and torts
have no connection to the Old Testament priesthood, sacrifices, forms of
worship or the land given to Israel. Neither is there anything which would
seem to limit their applicability to Israel as these sins and situations are
common throughout the earth.
Recall that Jesus and the rest of the New Testament writers quoted
extensively from the Old Testament and upheld the Old Testament
generally. Further, while the Old Testament moral law remains, the
ceremonial laws are abrogated by the Scripture itself, not by any human
choice. But some suggest that these “civil laws” or “judicial laws” are also
abrogated. Unfortunately for those who suggest this, there is no passage
in Scripture which delineates the civil laws, much less abrogates the class
of civil laws. Recall also that some of the civil laws are first mentioned
long before Moses, so they clearly do not originate in the ancient nationchurch-state of Israel. (Genesis 4:14, 9:6, 20:3, 18:20ff)
Those in power typically chafe against restrictions on their authority.
Those who benefit from a particular power structure, be they high office
holders or welfare recipients, also have a vested interest in loosening
restraints on civil power. Nor should it be necessary to add that those
who practice certain immoral behaviors are also unwilling to have the
force of law brought against their immorality. The unpopularity of the
biblical civil laws is thus easy to understand.
It is worthwhile to examine some objections that have historically been
given, and the reasons why these are not valid. One approach is to use
the Old Testament but reject the Mosaic Law except where its commands
appear elsewhere in Scripture. This is done on the basis that the
Covenant at Sinai was supposedly confined to ethnic Israel. But this does
not work. The intertwining of moral and ceremonial laws within passages
is God’s way of showing us the interconnectedness of life. Most
compelling is, as has already been observed, that the Law of Moses is
simply a further revelation of what was already known and practiced
from Abel to Moses. After Moses, the prophets expounded yet further as
God continued to add more teaching to the Old Testament. Jesus
continued this exposition still further. We thus have no warrant from the
Holy Bible to single out the Law of Moses for rejection.
A more sophisticated objection comes from the observation that Christ’s
work on the Cross was a great work of mercy. Thus, “harsh” punishments
are obsoleted. Such arguments miss God’s mercy to very many people in
the Old Testament. Significantly, inside the Holy of Holies, the innermost
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sanctum of the Tabernacle, was the Ark of the Covenant. Above the Ark
was the “Mercy Seat.” That was God’s name for it. The Greek translation
for “Mercy Seat” is hilasterion, “Propitiatory,” the same word used in the
verse below.
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. (1
John 4:10)
God does not change. He always was, always is, and always will be a
Merciful God. However, He always was, always is, and always will be a
Just God as well.
Another argument examines New Testament passages and finds
supposed repeal of Old Testament laws where no such repeal is intended.
For example, Jesus said,
You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I say to you, Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, (Matthew
5:43-44)
This does not address the civil authorities in the process of executing
justice. It does address each of us personally in everyday life. Further,
nowhere does the Holy Bible say to “hate your enemy.” Rather,
If you meet your enemy’s ox or his donkey going astray, you
shall bring it back to him. (Exodus 23:4, See also Exodus 23:4,
Deuteronomy 32:35)
Jesus is amplifying, not changing God’s Law. To say the least, in our sexcrazed and sex-saturated society, the death penalty for adultery and
other perversion is hardly popular. The result is that the matter of Jesus
and the woman caught in adultery is also used to justify dismissing some
of God’s laws. Let us consider that passage:
(3) The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had
been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst (4) they
said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act
of adultery. (5) Now in the Law Moses commanded us to
stone such women. So what do you say?” (6) This they said to
test him, that they might have some charge to bring against
him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the
ground. (7) And as they continued to ask him, he stood up
and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you be
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the first to throw a stone at her.” (8) And once more he bent
down and wrote on the ground. (9) But when they heard it,
they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones,
and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before
him. (10) Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are
they? Has no one condemned you?” (11) She said, “No one,
Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and
from now on sin no more.” (John 8:3-11)
First, note the context and situation. Jesus was a rabbi, not a judge; he
had no earthly authority to judge or condemn, as Jesus Himself said
(Luke 12:14). Both Roman and Jewish law had rather sophisticated
systems of due process to assure justice. On top of that, the Roman
authorities did not permit the subject Jews to put anyone to death. This
was an attempt at creating a kangaroo court or a lynch mob and actually,
Jesus was the main target, not the woman. Further, there is no evidence
of even one first hand account, such as, “I came into the house and saw
her …”) There was not one, much less two witnesses present as God
requires. (Deuteronomy 17:6)
Next, like the Serpent, the scribes and Pharisees questioned God’s law
and asked for a second opinion. (v5) They had no interest in justice, but
wished to trip up Jesus. (v6) No wonder Jesus ignored them
contemptuously.
The hand of the witnesses shall be first against him to put
him to death, and afterward the hand of all the people. So
you shall purge the evil from your midst. (Deuteronomy
17:7)
With all of this in mind, Jesus, with sharp irony, gives “permission” to
any without sin to throw a stone at the woman. At the end, Jesus releases
the woman, not as a judge, but as a teacher and as God who has the
power to forgive sins. As the thief on the cross found, Jesus often
forgives sins of condemned criminals, yet does not always deliver them
from their justly deserved earthly punishment.
Martin Luther30, John Calvin31, Matthew Henry32 and the holy Puritans who
helped found America upheld, by writings and deeds, the commands that
God gives to civil officials. This is not the author’s own invention. It is
sophisticated “modern” folks who have the problem with God’s civil laws.
Earthly punishment is necessary, for men are hard hearted. It is easy to
sin and pretend God does not see. It is easy to pretend that God should
cut us some slack. But there is no slack in the hangman’s noose.
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There are human rights activists who agitate against the death penalty. In
certain cases, they do so very rightly and with justice, for the “crimes”
being punished, are, in God’s eyes, no crimes at all, but such things as
speaking publicly against evil rulers or evil religions, or even for the
testimony of Jesus Christ.
Yet, it is no human right at all to have a supposed right to commit a
heinous crime and not receive God’s ordained punishment for it. More
than that, it is a human right to live in a society free of becoming the prey
of heinous criminals. These civil laws are among the foundations of
human rights, for they come with the imprimatur of the Creator, and
limit the just authority of civil governments. Because these civil laws are
limited in number and scope, civil government is also limited in its
power.
Sinai, in the time of Moses, is without doubt, in the history of the Old
Testament after the fall, the time and place where God interacted closest
with His sinful, yet beloved people and sought to dwell most intimately
among them. Hence, the Mosaic Law, including its civil provisions, is not
some harsh, nasty imposition. God gave His Word to Moses for the
purpose of establishing and keeping intimacy with His people whom He
loved. God desired to bless His people. God’s Instruction, from Genesis to
Revelation, is a blessing. Those who reject God’s law reject Him. It is no
surprise that unholy sinners reject God and His law. It is also no surprise
that since the Mosaic Law is one of God’s more intimate acts towards His
people, this very intimacy and closeness to God repels sinners the more
violently.
We have learned, from God Himself, that the Holy Bible:
• Is holy and perfect in its entirety.
• Frequently teaches by example.
• Is permanent, though the ceremonial laws have been fulfilled by
Jesus Christ.
• Is unchanging as God is unchanging.
• Includes commands to civil and other authorities that remain valid.
As we will see in the following chapters, each of these strengths of the
Holy Bible provide important components of the biblical foundation upon
which human rights rest.
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Chapter 6 – Human Rights
Before examining particular human rights, it is important to examine the
source of human rights in more detail. Imitating the Master Teacher, this
chapter teaches largely by example.
God said, “You shall not Murder.” Because God said this, you have the
right to life.
God said, “You shall not steal.” Because God said this, you have the right
to undisturbed enjoyment of private property.
God said, “You shall not murder” Notice the period. It does not say,
“You shall not murder, unless …” It does not say, “You shall not murder,
unless you are a king.” It does not say, “You shall not murder, unless you
have some very well defended excuse.” It does not say, “You shall not
murder, unless that unborn child is just too inconvenient right now.”
God said, “You shall not steal” Notice the period. It does not say, “You
shall not steal, unless …” It does not say, “You shall not steal, unless you
are a king.” It does not say, “You shall not steal, unless you have some
very well defended excuse.” It does not say, “You shall not steal, unless
your boss is working you too hard.”
Human rights come from God. God tells us how to treat one another;
God’s commands to us thus confer upon us our human rights. This is a
central theme of this book and its most important thesis.
There is a tendency to think of human rights in terms of what dictators
do in dungeons. But there is no distinction among humans. God requires
everyone, without exception, to recognize, respect and uphold everybody
else’s human rights. And God defines what those human rights are. God
requires everyone, irrespective of station in life, to respect everyone
else’s human rights. This concept is the second most important thesis of
this book.
It is right to be concerned about governments when it comes to human
rights violations. They have police and soldiers and can do a lot of
damage with ease. But for now, we examine the matter more generally.
Think of your own life. Have you had a bad day lately? Was it caused by
the government? Or was the problem with a co-worker, surly store clerk
or spouse? More to the point: Were you a problem for someone else? Do
you realize that you were messing with the image of Almighty God?
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What do murder, adultery, theft and lying all have in common? In each
case, they violate:
Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the
fulfilling of the law. (Romans 13:10)
And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.
(Luke 6:31, See also Leviticus 19:18, James 2:8)
Human rights violations are not only “big” things like running
concentration camps, but all of the wrongs we do to one another. Again:
Notice the periods in the verses above. The people you meet have human
rights God commands you to respect.
There is something else that lying, stealing, adultery and murder have in
common (in addition to being forbidden by God). This must include the
full range of the Commandments in each case: everything from “little
white” lies to perjury in court, everything from violating modesty to rape
and adultery, everything from gratuitous insults to first degree murder.
In each case, if we do one of these things, we take away at least some of
our victim’s liberty and life by force, against their will. By “life”, is meant
all manner of things such as time, emotional well-being, the opportunity
to do what one desires to do, health, peace of mind, physical assets,
finances, relationships with people and all else that pertains to a person’s
life.
From this, it is clear that a large component of human rights is simply the
right to be left in peace without undue outside interference in our lives.
This includes the small things as well as the larger and more obvious
things such as outright theft, murder, etc.
In fact, God explicitly condemns busybodies (meddlers in other’s affairs)
generally. Such busybodies also violate our right to be left in peace.
For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy
at work, but busybodies. Now such persons we command
and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work
quietly and to earn their own living. (2 Thessalonians 3:1112)
and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs,
and to work with your hands, as we instructed you, so that
you may walk properly before outsiders and be dependent
on no one. (1 Thessalonians 4:11-12)
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But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer,
or as a busybody in other people’s matters. (1 Peter 4:15
NKJV, emphasis mine)
That last verse has what might be a surprising collection of vices
comparable to that of being a busybody, does it not? What is a busybody?
Dictionaries define it as a person who pries into or meddles in the affairs
of others, an officious or inquisitive (nosy) person – in other words,
someone who will not leave others in peace. The Greek confirms this
meaning.
Note well: There is no exception permitted for the civil authorities. Note
the periods again. Official busybodies are just as noxious as private
busybodies, if not more so, because they have force of law behind them.
The importance of this to the cause of human rights and freedom cannot
be overstated.
It is also easy to see how it is that human rights do not consist simply of
a list of rights in a constitution. It is not even possible to enumerate all
possible human rights for the simple reason that it is not possible to
enumerate all of the possible sins we commit against each other.
God told us: Don’t be a busybody. Therefore, there is a general human
right to be left in peace without undue outside interference. We will use
this logic again and again. This human right comes straight out of God’s
commands in the Holy Bible. The logic is both direct and necessary; thus,
this human right is founded solidly on the Rock, Jesus Christ, who is the
Word of God. There can be no valid argument against this right. Further,
given its scope, this is the major human right.
As part of His Commandment, “You shall not murder.” God says,
Whoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone found in
possession of him, shall be put to death. (Exodus 21:16)
Using the same teachings and logic that Jesus gave us on the Sermon on
the Mount, it is clear that busybodies are essentially manstealers who
take away the liberty of others.
Next, consider an example of one of the many commands of God:
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be
food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the
Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for
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you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more
need. (Malachi 3:10)
Using logic very similar to that previous: Since God commanded us to
tithe to Him, there is a human right to tithe. Churches also have the right
to receive tithes. Clearly, for each thing God commands, there must
necessarily and indisputably be a human right to do that thing. This
principle is yet another major foundation of human rights. Whatever it
may be, if God commands something, it is a human right to do that
something.
Wrongs In Right’s Clothing
Before proceeding, let us review what is a “right.” Generally, a right is
something we are free to do or are free to have and hold without undue
outside interference because of a general or specific decree of God. The
“enabling decree” can be a command of God to do something or to have
and hold something. The enabling decree can also be a command of God
requiring us to respect something that pertains to others, leaving them in
peace. Common to either case is the fact that the right is negative; God
directly or indirectly prohibits intruding in some way into the life of
another.
There are also a very few cases where God explicitly commands certain
people to do certain things to or for certain other people in all cases. For
example:
You shall do no injustice in judgment. You shall not be
partial to the poor, nor honor the person of the mighty. In
righteousness you shall judge your neighbor. (Leviticus
19:15)
This is an example of a positive right or genuine entitlement; every
person has a human right to fair and impartial justice because God
commanded it. In this case, Leviticus 19:15 is the enabling decree.
This is the classic, traditional and correct concept of human rights. This
is how rights were understood by the Christian Founding Fathers of
America. Non-Christian Founding Fathers generally held the same
convictions, but based upon Natural Law theory33.
In great contrast, a number of spurious “rights” have been asserted in
past century and a half which have no basis whatsoever from the Holy
Bible. Among these are:
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•
•
•
•

A supposed “right” to unearned “benefits” at taxpayer expense,
such as welfare, housing, medical care, education, food, etc.
A supposed “right” to be free of honest public or private criticism.
A supposed “right” of the poor to steal from the rich.
A supposed “right” to engage in immoral behavior.

Since the Holy Bible is God’s Word and authoritative, it is unnecessary to
tediously refute a long list of spurious rights; it is only necessary to
demand proof of the supposed “right” from the Holy Bible.
The case of aid to the poor is a case in point. There are certainly many
general commands to charity and aid to the poor in the Holy Bible. Yet in
all cases, the general context is one of voluntary aid based upon specific
circumstances; not even sinless Jesus helped everyone who asked. Most
tellingly, there is no command in Scripture to use public or taxpayers
money. Neither is there civil punishment for failure to give requested aid.
An Undue Problem
The right to be left in peace without undue outside interference is,
indeed, a magnificent gift from God. But what happens if those in power
arrogate to themselves the authority to define “undue”? This is no
merely theoretical question. For example, Canada’s Charter of Rights and
Freedoms states:
The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees the rights
and freedoms set out in it subject only to such reasonable limits
prescribed by law as can be demonstrably justified in a free and
democratic society.34
Here is a constitution which is supposed to guarantee rights against the
whims of legislators but which actually allows legislators to limit those
rights. The same Charter provides for freedom of “conscience and
religion,” yet those who condemn homosexual behavior based upon the
teachings of the Holy Bible have been prosecuted in Canada. 35 The
constitutions of many other nations also have similar problems.
Since God is the source of human rights, it should come as no surprise
whatsoever that God has the only true answer to this problem – the
mediatorial kingship of Jesus Christ.
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Chapter 7 – The Mediatorial Kingship of Christ
The Mediator between God and Man is also a King
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his
feet. (1 Corinthians 15:25)
He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint
of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high, (Hebrews 1:3, See also
John 18:33-37, Revelation 11:15, 1 Corinthians 15:27-28)
The Holy Bible leaves us with no doubt that Jesus Christ is King. Yet,
while on earth, He baffled His disciples by refusing to assume an earthly
throne. Rather, Jesus Christ reigns from Heaven. In a sense, the topic of
this chapter is Divine Providence, but with an emphasis on the question,
“What is Jesus Christ doing, and why?” For providence is what King Jesus
does. He brings all things to pass and operates the universe down to the
tiniest detail.
A number of questions come to mind:
1. What kind of kingdom is that of Christ?
2. What is the purpose and goal of Christ as He rules?
3. Why is it necessary that Christ reign as king?
4. What is the extent of Christ’s kingdom, i.e., how far does the reign
of Jesus extend?
5. What difference does it make in our lives?
6. What does Christ’s kingdom mean for human rights?
What kind of king is Jesus? Jesus gave Pilate (John 18:36) part of the
answer: Its source is not of earth, but from God the Father in Heaven.
Unlike the claimed deity of the Roman emperor, Jesus does not reign as a
physical god-king on earth and never will. Neither will He ever establish a
nation-state for His own as He did earlier with the ancient nation-churchstate of Israel.
Christ is the mediator who, being God and man, the perfect sacrifice,
brings holy God and sinful man together and reconciles the two.
Although Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross was a one-time act, as an integral
part of the way He runs and rules the universe, He continues to mediate
between God and man and creation. Mediation, is therefore the great
work and purpose of the Kingdom of Christ.
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For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by
the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled,
shall we be saved by his life. (Romans 5:10)
For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5, See also 2
Corinthians 5:19-20, Colossians 1:19-22, Hebrews 9:15a)
Jesus did not just do His work on the Cross and then forget about it.
Jesus Christ now reigns as King and continues to work and provide for
His great purpose of reconciliation as the only Mediator between God and
man. The theological term for this is, “The Mediatorial Kingship of
Christ.”36
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed
on him the name that is above every name, so that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
(Philippians 2:8-11)
This answers the first question. Christ’s kingdom does not originate in
this world, but is a spiritual kingdom centered around reconciling the
world to God. God has all authority on the basis that He is Creator. Of
course, being God, Jesus Christ shares in this basis of authority. But it is
important to realize that God (the whole Trinity) has also granted the
Kingdom to Jesus Christ on the additional basis of His sacrifice of
Himself on the Cross. Thus, Christ’s kingdom is spiritual and mediatorial
in nature.
This answers the second question as well. The purpose and goal of
Christ’s kingdom is to reconcile the world to God and bring all things in
submission to God.
How then will they call on him in whom they have not
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they
have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone preaching? (Romans 10:14)
As we can see from the verse above, there are some practical
considerations to spreading the good news of Jesus Christ. If Jesus Christ
did not now reign as King, His sacrifice on the Cross would have only
limited value, for who could then know of Him or turn to Him in faith? If
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the devil ran things would he promote the knowledge of Jesus Christ or
give God’s people freedom to worship, serve and live for Jesus? The devil
does not rule in Hell, much less earth. Jesus Christ rules and reigns on
earth.37
Because Jesus Christ is king and rules earth, He is able to carry out His
great work of bringing lost sinners to Himself and make it stick. King
Jesus reigns as king so that those who pray, “Your will be done on earth
as in Heaven,” get answers to their prayers. And that is the answer to the
third question: Why it is necessary for Christ to reign as king?
God is the owner of all that He created. But also, “God has put all things
in subjection under his feet,” the answer to the fourth question: What is
the extent of Christ’s Kingdom? Christ is king over everything and
everybody who exists in all of space and through all of time. No
exceptions.
King Jesus and His Earthly Ministers
So what difference does the Mediatorial Kingship of Christ make in our
lives? God requires complete obedience to His Word. Superficially, that
would seem sufficient. But as servants of the King, we now have a better
understanding of the purpose behind our obedience and the purpose of
our work in His service – the reconciliation of the world to God. Just as
there are all kinds of jobs in a factory, including some where an employee
may never touch, design or sell the actual product, but all work for a
common end, so it is in Christ’s kingdom. When everybody knows the
ultimate purpose of their jobs, they do better work and are better
motivated.
The fact that Christ’s kingdom is Mediatorial also encourages us against
compartmentalizing any part of life away from the kingship and service
of Christ. Even the most secular job is kingdom work. The emphasis on
recognizing the fact that Jesus Christ is King also reminds us of His
authority, and that all authority comes from God. This further answers
the fifth question; Jesus is king over all honest labor and endeavors.
The answer to the sixth question is a major topic of this book.
For there is no authority except from God (Romans 13:1b,
See also 1 Timothy 6:15b, John 19:10-11, Jude 25)
Thus consider that factory again. There will be a group of men whose job
it is to keep all of the machines maintained and running properly. These
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folks have a boss over them. This group has a lot of mechanical and
technical skill and knowledge about machines and making things. Then
there is the sales force, with a boss over them as well. These folks are
highly skilled in the fine art of separating customers from their money so
all can get paid. Obviously, the two groups depend upon one another’s
work. They well should cooperate with one another and help one another
when occasion arises. But does one have authority over the other? That
would be a disaster. Can you imagine a salesman who does not know
which end of a screwdriver to hold trying to tell an expert mechanic how
to fix a machine? Can you imagine a mechanic negotiating a complex
product distribution contract? Rather, the factory has a management to
which both the sales force and maintenance crew report.
In the same way, all authorities on earth must report to the boss, Jesus
Christ. There is no legitimate authority on earth that does not come from
Jesus Christ the King. Every rightful authority on earth has its source and
right from Jesus Christ and Jesus Christ alone. Each of us, as individuals,
are subjects under the authority of Jesus Christ and are required to obey
God down to specific details. Likewise, each earthly authority is under
Jesus Christ, and is required to obey Jesus Christ down to specific details.
Like the sales and maintenance departments who are under top
management, these God-ordained earthly authorities are to take their
orders from Jesus Christ and allow other God-ordained authorities to
also take their orders from Jesus Christ without trying to usurp King
Jesus’ authority over other “departments.”
Humans, being filled with greed, pride and power lust, will naturally
obtrude upon the human rights of others. Civil governments are among
the worst offenders in this regard, if for no other reason than the fact
that they are well armed and tend to attract people who like to lord it
over others. The Mediatorial Kingship of Christ gives us an objective
standard, straight out of God’s infallible and inerrant Holy Bible, for the
establishment, responsibilities and limitations of civil governments and
all other earthly authorities.
Let us consider for a moment, “You shall not steal.” Is it wrong to take
something from a store without paying for it? Imagine you are in a store,
and the owner, perhaps in response to defective merchandise, says, “I am
sorry about that. Go grab a new one off that shelf there and go your way.
I hope it fixes your problem.” So you take one, stuff it under your coat to
protect it from the rain, walk past the cash register and out the door. To
a bystander, it looks very much like shoplifting does it not? In fact, a
shoplifter might perform exactly those same physical actions. Although
there is a huge resemblance to the eye, what you did was in no way
stealing. Nobody would dispute this. Why?
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The reason is that the owner of the store was the owner of his
merchandise. As such, he has authority over that merchandise. When he
invited you to, “take one off the shelf,” his intent was that it become your
property; you had authority from the owner. The thief is given no such
authority. Physical actions alone did not define whether the action was
stealing or not. It was the authority of the owner that made this
determination.
This matter of authority is crucial for an understanding of human rights.
It is God, Himself, who said, “You shall not steal.” Stealing is not defined
by certain physical activities. The same is true for murder, etc. Who, then
defines stealing? Why King Jesus, of course. If left to sinful humans to
define it, pretty soon it would be thieves who would define stealing.
There are times when taking something from someone by force is not
stealing. For example, when a judge justly fines a criminal under due
process, he does not steal, but operates with authority from God. But, it
is important to make sure the authority claimed really does come from
God, for otherwise, the judge is indeed stealing.
Generally, human rights are basically the right to be left in peace without
undue outside interference and to be at liberty to do as one pleases. But
the individual is not absolute and sovereign. Jesus Christ is absolute and
sovereign. And Jesus Christ has ordained certain well-defined authorities
with well-defined powers to operate as His servants to whom He has
delegated specific authority. In some cases, this specific delegated
authority will override certain aspects of some general human rights. In
other words, it is King Jesus who defines for us what is “undue”
interference. This understanding of Christ’s mediatorial kingship is a
major foundation of human rights because it limits the just authority of
those in power to that which is delegated to them by a loving, holy, just
and merciful God, Jesus Christ.
Indeed, so important is the mediatorial kingship of Jesus Christ to human
rights, that it will be the topic of the next four chapters as we pull out
specific human rights from our study one after another. But the
foundation of these rights is the same: God owns and rules the entire
universe and has appointed King Jesus over it for all time. This reign is
like none other, for it is a direct result of the greatest act of love the
world have ever known - the Cross. Its purpose is reconciling man to God,
man to man and man to creation. Jesus has appointed earthly ministers
for that same purpose, to rule under Him by his specific authority with
well defined roles and limits. Outside of these roles and limits, these
authorities operate unlawfully and exercise undue outside interference in
people's lives, violating their human rights.

59

Chapter 8 – Jesus Christ: King of Each Individual
All valid authority comes from God. Most of the commands in the Holy
Bible are to individuals. Most human rights are individual rights. Due to
the responsibility and authority an individual has over his life, we may
think of the individual as the first “institution” of authority that God has
ordained. The others are the family38, the church and the state (body
politic).
Also, individuals form many kinds of voluntary organizations from
treehouse clubs to major business corporations. Jesus is king of these as
well, though the Holy Bible does not always give specific instruction
concerning them, nor are they explicitly established by God as permanent
institutions as are the individual, family, church and state. Nevertheless,
for the sake of peace, order, and faithfulness to given word or agreement,
God requires appropriate submission to authority within these as well. A
distinguishing characteristic of such organizations is that individuals
voluntarily set aside some of their rights in favor of a group they choose
to join. It is this voluntary aspect that keeps such arrangements from
otherwise being violations of human rights, even though there may be no
specific authority for the organization in the Holy Bible. 39
The Fundamental Nature of Individual Responsibility
Being a subject of the King not only implies rights and benefits, but
responsibilities. Each of us will one day stand alone, by ourselves, before
King Jesus at the Last Judgment. We will have no group to hide within or
behind. Quite the contrary, we will each of us give account not only for
our own lives, but for the sins of the groups of which we are a part,
especially where we failed to work against those sins, or worse,
participated in them. Each person has an individual relationship with, or
against, God Almighty. God will punish each person’s sins. Most 40 will be
punished in the eternal torment of the Lake of Fire. For those who have
trusted in Jesus Christ, Christ will have already been punished for their
sins, satisfying God’s holy justice and revealing His love and mercy.
Because King Jesus holds individuals responsible for their own lives, He
also necessarily grants individuals primary authority, under Him, over
their own lives. Each individual reports directly to King Jesus. Hence, no
one, irrespective of whatever office of authority he may hold, may usurp
King Jesus’ authority over any individual. There can be no authority over
any individual by another without specific authorization from King Jesus
Himself. This principle further reinforces the human right to be left in
peace without undue outside interference.
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Because all authority comes from God, the individual’s authority does not
extend over other individuals, families, churches or the civil government,
except where God specifically commands. The same principle also applies
to church-state, church-family and family-state relationships. In sum, this
respect for other God-ordained authorities applies in all directions.
The Life of Freedom in The King’s Service
True saving trust in Jesus Christ is a trust that is so deep and so
penetrating into our inner being and life that our entire life must of
necessity be Christ-centered in all aspects. This saving trust is not
optional, but a command of God. The same is true of the resulting
obedience.
So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to
the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 10:31, emphasis mine, See
also Romans 14:23, John 5:44, Colossians 3:17)
Is following Jesus starting to look a little rough? A bit like slavery?
For he who was called in the Lord as a slave is a freedman of
the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a slave of
Christ. (1 Corinthians 7:22)
Due to sin, humans often have strange ideas about freedom and slavery.
Many kinds of “freedoms” become slavery when addiction sets in. And,
Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever
commits sin is a slave of sin.” (John 8:34)
Imagine you are driving on a clear and open road. Now is the road
freedom, or are the ditch and muddy fields freedom? At sixty or seventy
miles per hour, the road is freedom. The fact that you have to follow the
road does not change this. The trees and utility poles are injury and
death.
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk
in them. (Ephesians 2:10)
For the one who is not in Christ, God’s law is a burden. For the one who is
in Christ and who loves and serves King Jesus with all his or her being,
God’s Word is the road upon which are those good works are done. The
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road is where we want to be. The road is freedom, productivity and a
delight. If we are in Christ, we are not under law, but under grace. Freed
by grace from bondage to sin and fear of death, we travel upon God’s
teachings in freedom.
You shall be careful therefore to do as the Lord your God has
commanded you. You shall not turn aside to the right hand
or to the left. (Deuteronomy 5:32, See also 2 Kings 22:2,
Isaiah 30:21)
Off the road is injury, slavery and death. On God’s road, Jesus Christ is
the Rock of true freedom.
Because of its importance, individual responsibility is a human right. To
take someone off the road Christ laid down for him before the
foundation of the world is to rob him of a precious freedom. No one may
seek to relieve an individual of his or her responsibility to Jesus Christ.
There are also many situations where an authority will inadvertently or
purposefully encourage an individual to look to the authority rather than
Jesus Christ. This is a human rights violation and must be avoided.
Supporting Individual Responsibility
Fathers shall not be put to death because of their children,
nor shall children be put to death because of their fathers.
Each one shall be put to death for his own sin. (Deuteronomy
24:16)
People must only be punished for their own sins or crimes. This seems
basic to us in America. However, historically and world wide such is not
the case. Only God has the right to punish entire groups for sins
committed in the group. (Yet, in cases of war, the civil government, as
God’s minister, can wage war and punish an entire people. This is a
natural consequence of any war.)
You shall not pervert justice. You shall not show partiality,
and you shall not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes
of the wise and subverts the cause of the righteous. Justice,
and only justice, you shall follow, that you may live and
inherit the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
(Deuteronomy 16:19-20)
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Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is
all, and in all. (Colossians 3:11)
It is a human and civil right to have unfettered equal access to the
machinery of personal, family, ecclesiastical, civil and criminal justice
irrespective of who we are.
In order to support individual responsibility, it is necessary that we do
not discourage it by either punishing individuals for group membership,
or by refusing to punish guilty individuals due to group membership.
Punishment may range from formal judicial proceedings to actions within
informal social interactions.
There remains a great deal of racism in America. Racism works against
the virtue of individual responsibility by failing to properly reward virtue
and hard work. An additional reason to include the problem of racism is
because only individuals are racists, though individual racists can
certainly influence organizations. Even where the law is equal for all, day
to day interactions cannot be managed by legal means. Racial
reconciliation is ultimately an individual responsibility. The cause of
racial reconciliation is also not at all helped when members of any
minority group frequently respond to valid and just criticism with
charges that the critics are merely racists.
Racial reconciliation requires all of us to put in some work to make it
happen. Individuals must take responsibility to treat others as
individuals. For we are all on both the giving and receiving end to some
degree, no matter what our group. No group is free from having racists in
its midst. No group is free from being the victim of unjust prejudice or
racism. Curiously, in academia, male WASPS 41 seem to be the most
demonized at the moment. It is a human right to be treated as a unique
individual, uniquely created by God Himself in His own image.
The War Against Individual Responsibility
Considering the fundamental importance of individual responsibility, is it
any wonder then that all the forces of Hell are arrayed against it?
Examples of attacks on individual responsibility abound. The government
educational system is especially overly concerned about “self-esteem.”
False teachers in minority communities blame all of the community’s
problems on majority prejudice. Criminal lawyers work hard to convince
the judge or jury that the defendant really was not so much to blame due
to his circumstances, a lesson the defendant also learns. The natural
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result of such teaching is that when people fail, they think that they
must have been victim to outside forces, for there is nothing wrong with
themselves. They therefore do not take responsibility for themselves.
Of course, such false teachers merely exploit our natural desire to avoid
blame. Note well: We are responsible before God to pick teachers who will
help us obey God and draw closer to Him. Having a false teacher is no
excuse for sin. The very second sentence out of Adam’s mouth after he
fell was to avoid blame. “The woman whom you gave to be with me …”
Yet,
For the time is coming when people will not endure sound
teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, (2 Timothy
4:3)
People will not only seek to shift blame away from themselves, but they
will create a market for unscrupulous assistance in doing so. Sinful
humans naturally tend to think too highly of themselves and to think
that they deserve better than they are getting.
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick;
who can understand it? (Jeremiah 17:9)
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not
to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but
to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure
of faith that God has assigned. (Romans 12:3)
Failure, rightly analyzed, teaches us what will not work. This is true not
only of our own failures, but our observations of the failures of others. So
what happens when a person fails or begins to fail in some endeavor?
The failure might be that of a major corporation, or it may be the failure
of an individual to support himself to his desired lifestyle or even at all.
The prudent and honest person will learn from experience and take
corrective action. Others will not do so because they deceive themselves
and will not profit from their failure because
A rebuke goes deeper into a man of understanding than a
hundred blows into a fool. (Proverbs 17:10)
There will thus be a fairly large “constituency” of people demanding that
someone else ease the pain of their failure, thinking themselves
blameless for their failure. Should we do so? The pressure to do so is
simply enormous in American politics today.
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Whoever despises his neighbor is a sinner, but blessed is he
who is generous to the poor. (Proverbs 14:21)
It is about as difficult to find passages in the Holy Bible where God
commands us to aid the poor as it is to find sand on a beach. Thus, there
cannot be any doubt that everyone has a right to aid the poor out of his
or her own pocket. This, of course, includes churches, families and
organizations.
If any believing woman has relatives who are widows, let her
care for them. Let the church not be burdened, so that it may
care for those who are truly widows. (1 Timothy 5:16)
God has explicitly given the work of ministering to the poor to
individuals, families and churches. Sometimes these combine forces and
form a charitable organization or ministry.
But,
The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, while the
soul of the diligent is richly supplied. (Proverbs 13:4, See also
Proverbs 23:21)
Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to
sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung
around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. (Mark 9:42)
There are other cases, however, where giving to a poor person only
encourages and subsidizes their sin. A finicky cat, confronted with a new
brand of cat food, will eat when it is hungry enough or start cleaning out
the mice. Likewise, some sinners need to get hungry.
In fact, for civil government to enter this area is to overstep its authority.
There are no exceptions to this for charitable relief, “safety nets” or other
relief from failure. God’s law against partiality (Deuteronomy 16:19-20,
above) even further damns transfer payments, subsidies and the like, for
to take from one group and give to another is, by definition, partiality.
The same principles also condemn all “economic development” activities
that states and localities use to woo businesses to their area, including
special tax credits or subsidies for particular businesses or individuals,
both of whom are responsible before God for their own affairs.
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As painful as it may be therefore, there is a human right to fail. Without a
human right to fail, there is no true human right to succeed.
The Right to Liberty of Conscience
Since Jesus is king over each individual, it necessarily follows that Jesus
is also Lord of each person’s conscience. It is important to understand
the difference between actual guilt and guilt feelings. There should be,
but is not always a connection between the two. Guilt is an objective
condition where a person has violated God’s law and is unforgiven. God’s
justice requires that He punish guilt. Thanks be to God that Jesus on the
Cross has taken upon Himself the guilt of all who trust in Him.
Guilt feelings normally come to us through our conscience. Scripture
does not define conscience, but we all have one and know what it is; it is
that knowledge within us that we have done moral wrong. It is far more
than a mere intellectual or even emotional thing in our minds. Even those
who have no knowledge of God from the Holy Bible have a conscience
(Romans 2:14-16).42
It is of utmost importance to understand that the conscience is not some
kind of infallible pipeline to God. It is a measuring tool that gives us a
readout. Normally, if we are guilty, we should feel guilty. When we trust
Jesus and have confessed our sins to God, we know we are forgiven and
should no longer feel guilt.43 Sometimes people can feel guilt that is
actually a spurious emotional event. Measuring tools can be wrong. Also,
if we do right, our conscience gives us a sense of satisfaction. But again,
measuring tools can be wrong.
To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and
unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds and their
consciences are defiled. (Titus 1:15, See also 1 Timothy 4:2)
The conscience can malfunction or be weak. It can also be deliberately
damaged or dulled through constant abuse. God holds us responsible for
the maintenance and calibration44 of our consciences so that they give a
good readout.
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to
quarrel over opinions. One person believes he may eat
anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not
the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not
the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for
God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on
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the servant of another? It is before his own master that he
stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make him stand. One person esteems one day as better than
another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one
should be fully convinced in his own mind. The one who
observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one
who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to
God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the
Lord and gives thanks to God. For none of us lives to himself,
and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we
live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end
Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the
dead and of the living. Why do you pass judgment on your
brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we
will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is
written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall confess to God.” So then each of us
will give an account of himself to God. (Romans 14:1-12)
Each of us answers to Jesus our king. It is for that reason that we have
what is called, “liberty of conscience.” This is not liberty to sin. It does
include the human right to read the Holy Bible, interpret and apply it to
our own lives; only we ourselves have the right to calibrate our own
consciences with the Holy Bible, in the presence of God. This means that
it is a human rights violation for anyone to presume to add to, or burden
our conscience with anything not found in the Word of God, or to
demand our blind, implicit obedience. It is also a human right, to serve
King Jesus to the best of our knowledge and ability, as revealed by the
Holy Bible, with a clean conscience, without undue outside interference.
We do not judge one another; King Jesus is our judge. Because God
created each of us differently and because God has given each of us
different callings in life, there is much variety among Christians. We
should expect differences amongst ourselves. Further, not everyone is at
the same place in his or her walk with Christ.
The Right to Freedom of Opinion and Belief
Like everything else, our thoughts are under Christ’s kingship. We each
individually submit to King Jesus. Our conscience informs what we think.
Thus, liberty of conscience necessarily implies liberty of opinion.
Therefore, God has also conferred upon us the human right of liberty of
opinion and belief.
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God certainly commands us what to believe. This is another basis for
liberty of opinion. Those who speak truly the Word of God can convey
that information to us. But nobody, on their own, has the right to
command us what to think or believe. They may try to persuade, but to
order someone to think or believe in a certain way is tyranny and evil. In
addition, a moment’s reflection reveals that it is actually impossible to
force (as opposed to persuade) a person to change his or her opinion or
belief – short of severe damage to the person, such as from brainwashing
or severe torture.
Neither liberty of conscience, nor liberty of opinion imply liberty to rebel
against valid authority. For example, suppose you think your company’s
products should be orange. The boss says they should be yellow. You are
not at liberty to paint the products orange. Neither, unless you have
compelling reason, are you to complain or cause trouble about this
difference of opinion. At the same time, your boss is required to respect
your liberty of opinion. That is, he can tell you to use yellow paint; he is
also quite free to exercise his own liberty of opinion and think, or even
tell you, that you are out of your mind for wanting orange. But he cannot
tell you that you must believe that yellow is the best color.
“Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly
calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our
confession,” (Hebrews 3:1)
Jesus, not any earthly authority, is our King of Kings. He is our High
Priest, so we have a direct relationship with God. God speaks directly to
us in His Word. Thus, we have not only the right but the duty to examine
every act in our lives with a view to conforming it to God’s will. This
necessarily implies a duty to examine orders given to us, and if they
conflict with God’s Word, to refuse to obey. This refusal is not to be done
in a rebellious spirit, but respectfully, with a view to bringing the
superior to respect God’s Word.
The Benefit and Danger of Enumerating Specific Rights
Now is the time to recognize a danger here. We are beginning to rapidly
enumerate specific human and civil rights. As the debate surrounding the
adoption of our own American Bill of Rights showed, there is legitimate
concern that a list of rights will imply that rights not on the list do not
have to be honored. This concern is why the American Constitution has
the Ninth and Tenth Amendments. Earthly authorities have limited power
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under God. Theoretically, that is good enough. It is good enough for the
good.
But Satan is the father of lies and his followers will seek all sorts of tricks
and excuses to enlarge unjust earthly authority. We see this in
contemporary America today. For example, how did such a simple thing
as the right to life, unless condemned by trial and due process of law, get
overturned by an evil and perverted interpretation of the right to privacy,
resulting in multitudes of unborn children murdered by abortion?
There are times when it is difficult to bandy logic with a servant of the
devil for he is crafty above all other beasts. But if you can prove a specific
right from the Holy Bible, you can stand on a solid Rock and fight like a
tiger.
Individual responsibility is fundamental because each of us is,
individually, a subject of King Jesus. For those who trust Jesus, life as a
subject of the King is a life of freedom and joy, even in the midst of
labor, sorrow and trouble. Individual responsibility is thus worthy of
respect and support; to discourage individual responsibility in any way is
an evil thing. Individual responsibility necessarily implies liberty of
conscience, belief and opinion.
Christ's kingdom is not just about individuals; but it does take
responsible individuals to ensure properly functioning families, churches
and states.

69

Chapter 9 – Jesus Christ: King of Families
The Origin and Rightful Existence of the Family
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply and fill the earth” (Genesis 1:28)
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and
hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.
(Genesis 2:24)
The institution of marriage is truly ancient – only two days younger than
the galaxies. Marriage is not man’s idea, but a creation ordinance of God.
Marriage is only between one woman and one man. 45
Natural law and science are of no value in establishing what is normal for
the family. Both parents of some animals care for their young. Others eat
their young. Some animals are monogamous. Others eat their mates.
Psychology and sociology can come up with all manner of statistics but
cannot say what ought to be. We must turn to the Holy Bible and get
answers from God.
First, note that when a man marries a woman, he leaves his father and
mother. The woman clings to her husband, not her father. The parents of
both husband and wife no longer have authority in that marriage. Adult
children still owe love, respect, honor, and where needed, support and
assistance to their parents, but not obedience.
Bible narratives, particularly in Genesis, have been interpreted by some as
implying a patriarchal model of the family where the father’s authority
does not terminate when adult sons and daughters marry. 46 The
confusion arises because the patriarchs were tribal elders, that is, civil
officials. It was as civil officials that they exercised authority.
Thus, when a man and woman marry, they have the human right to be
free of unwarranted interference by their parents. The same is true for
adult children who leave the father's household.
The Rights of Parents
It would seem unnecessary to prove from the Holy Bible that parents are
responsible for raising and educating their children. But our age is so
steeped with evil that it is indeed necessary. The Nazis had special
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camps, places away from the children’s parents where they tried to raise
the “best” children possible, treating them well according to their ideals.
In America, there is a whole swarm of pests who think they know better
than parents how to raise children. Many of these busybodies infest
government schools and deliberately seek to alienate children from the
“evil influences” of “bad” (e.g., Christian) parents who do not teach their
kids the latest “liberal” or communistic fads.
Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your might. And these words that I
command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach
them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when
you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and
when you lie down, and when you rise. (Deuteronomy 6:4-7)
Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the
womb a reward. (Psalm 127:3, See also Psalm 128:3)
What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead
of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give
him a scorpion? (Luke 11:11-12)
As is obvious from the verses above, the Holy Bible, more than any direct
command, simply assumes that parents will raise their children and care
for them. Further, it is difficult to see how one can obey the following
without parents being the ones to raise and educate their children:
You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart
and in your soul, and you shall bind them as a sign on your
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You
shall teach them to your children, talking of them when you
are sitting in your house, and when you are walking by the
way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.
(Deuteronomy 11:18-19, See also Deuteronomy 4:9,
Ephesians 6:1, Ephesians 6:4)
Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him
is diligent to discipline him. (Proverbs 13:24, See also
Proverbs 22:15, Proverbs 23:13-14, Proverbs 29:15)
These commands necessarily teach that parents have a human right to
raise and educate their children in their own households, in love and
godly discipline. Clearly there is the human right for parents to teach
their children the way of God. The commands above also show that
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parents have the human right to physically punish their children where
needed.
When we combine the rights to liberty of conscience, belief and opinion
with the right and duty of parents to raise their children, it is obvious
that parents have a general human right to raise and educate their
children as their consciences lead them in the Lord and as they think
best. Parents are certainly free to delegate parts of their children’s
education to others when that is helpful, but the parents remain
responsible to God for how their children are taught and what they learn.
An understanding of Christ’s mediatorial kingship becomes very helpful
here. Parents are servants or ministers of King Jesus. Without
authorization from a king himself, nobody goes around telling a king’s
ministers what to do. Thus others should not dare go around telling
Jesus’ ministers – parents – what to do; busybodies are not welcome. This
includes both the Church in the absence of known significant sin, and the
state in the absence of a crime against a child.
The mediatorial nature of Christ’s kingship also puts added force to His
command to raise children in the Lord. The parents are not only raising
creatures made in the image of God, but the parents are also ministers of
God to the children and should act accordingly. Moreover, the idea is not
merely to raise future electricians or nurses, but also future disciples and
servants of Jesus Christ.
The Rights of Children
The Holy Bible gives a clear presumption in favor of parents. Yet, surely,
somewhere in the world, even as Jesus spoke on the basis of that
assumption (Luke 11:11-12), some father was using his son or daughter
to fulfill his perverted desires. Yet, children have human rights. In fact, as
we will see below, they have the same right to freedom from harm as do
adults with respect to everything from murder to gratuitous insults –
even with respect to their parents. Using the example of a perverted
father who would abuse a child, let us look at a couple of teachings.
If a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor, both
the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.
(Leviticus 20:10)
If a man is found lying with the wife of another man, both of
them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the
woman. So you shall purge the evil from Israel. If there is a
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betrothed virgin47, and a man meets her in the city and lies
with her, then you shall bring them both out to the gate of
that city, and you shall stone them to death with stones, the
young woman because she did not cry for help though she
was in the city, and the man because he violated his
neighbor’s wife. So you shall purge the evil from your midst.
But if in the open country a man meets a young woman who
is betrothed, and the man seizes her and lies with her, then
only the man who lay with her shall die. But you shall do
nothing to the young woman; she has committed no offense
punishable by death. For this case is like that of a man
attacking and murdering his neighbor, because he met her in
the open country, and though the betrothed young woman
cried for help there was no one to rescue her. (Deuteronomy
22:23-27)
Adultery carries the death penalty. But in the case of rape, there is a
(rebuttable) presumption of innocence of the victim unless the evidence
indicates otherwise. In the example here, an inability to obtain help is
used.
Recall the law about helping someone whose donkey or ox had fallen. Is
there any reason to suppose that old women do not receive this same
protection, for example? Clearly, children are therefore protected as well.
God does not make any exceptions to His commands against harming
one another merely because the perpetrator is in authority or the victim
is a child. Being a parent confers certain authority. That authority does
not extend to committing crimes upon one’s children. It does not even
extend to wronging them in any way.
When men quarrel and one strikes the other with a stone or
with his fist and the man does not die but takes to his bed,
then if the man rises again and walks outdoors with his staff,
he who struck him shall be clear; only he shall pay for the
loss of his time, and shall have him thoroughly healed.
(Exodus 21:18-19)
Again, if a man and a woman quarrel does this not also apply? What if
there is no quarrel? That this example includes a quarrel only
strengthens the protection of this law; the intent is that even though
there is a quarrel we do not have leave to injure one another.
But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother
will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be
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liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be
liable to the hell of fire. (Matthew 5:22)
What if a person is wrongly angry with his or her own child or issues
verbal abuse to the child? Clearly this teaching must apply. So, again, we
see that children and spouses have the same rights with respect to wrong
or criminal acts by their parents or spouses as anyone else has against
any other wrongdoer or criminal. Unjust anger against a child is wrong.
So clearly, the rights of parents are not absolute, but under King Jesus.
Obviously, this brings us to the controversial area of spanking.
Depending on the child, discipline, including punishment where needed,
is a requirement of God’s law based on the child’s level of obedience and
temperament, as seen in Proverbs 13:24 and elsewhere. So clearly then,
parents have the human right to spank their children for purposes of
godly discipline. Parents do not have the human right to spank their
children because they want a cheap piñata or because they need to blow
off steam. In fact, any spanking that is not for the purposes of godly
discipline and measured by the needs of godly discipline is simply child
battery.
Children are all different. Some will need fairly severe punishment to
correct them. In spite of the teachings of the prevailing culture, for a few
children, a badly bruised behind is exactly what they need and will bring
them great benefit. Yet, for some hardened sinners, the wrath of God
only hardens and toughens them against God. They are tough and they
can take it. Pharaoh of Exodus fame was a good example. Some children
are like this and much wisdom is needed.
The case of spanking is founded on Christ’s mediatorial kingship. First,
God gave the general commands against harming another. As stated,
these commands do not admit any exceptions. However, since the
specific must override the general, it is the Holy Bible’s explicit
commands to parents to use corporal punishment for the purpose of
godly discipline that allow, even command, parents to harm a child’s
posterior. Note well that the only permitted purpose of corporal
punishment is godly discipline. All authority comes from God. Parents
are God’s ministers to their children. Earthly authorities, as God’s
servants, have only that specific authority which King Jesus gives to
them. Just as in the illustration of the shopkeeper granting permission to
take out merchandise without paying for it, so here, it is not the specific
action (e.g., spanking) that alone determines whether an action is right or
wrong, but the God-given authority of King Jesus to the parents. The
same logic gives parents the right to expect reasonable obedience from
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their children, authority over the household and so forth. This principle
is foundational for human rights; we will use it again and again.
The Rights of Husbands and Wives
Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of
the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in
everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of
water with the word, so that he might present the church to
himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such
thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. In the
same way husbands should love their wives as their own
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as
Christ does the church, because we are members of his body.
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold
fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This
mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ
and the church. However, let each one of you love his wife as
himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.
(Ephesians 5:22-33)48
It should be unnecessary to point out that just as children have human
rights that parents are required to respect, so do wives. Still, there are
details worth noting. First, since the wife is to submit to the husband’s
authority, does the husband have the right to punish his wife? This is a
natural and obvious question. It may well be appropriate to revoke her
credit card and give her cash instead, to help her in the area of financial
stewardship. But what about beating her? After all, we spank children.
Even in Christian cultures, it has been held that husbands may beat their
wives for discipline; such was permitted in old English Common Law.
This is another case where a good understanding of Christ’s mediatorial
kingship is foundational to a human right. Yes, we spank children, for
that is what God commands. But where in the Holy Bible does God allow,
much less command, husbands to spank or beat wives? It will be easier to
find the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow.
For another example, though the “two are one flesh,” if a woman’s
mother gives her a pile of money, the husband who just grabs it and
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appropriates it to himself is a thief. Valid authority is always granted by
God. Where God does not grant authority, it does not exist.
One might get the impression from this subchapter that the main human
rights issue in marriage is wife beating. Such is far from the case, though
wife abuse is pandemic and a serious human rights violation. If King
Jesus does not grant specific authority, general human rights conferred
by God must prevail. Examination of Ephesians 5:22-33 reveals that a
husband has the human right to the wife's respect and submission, and
the wife has the human right to love from her husband as Christ loves
the Church. These rights are foundational to families and even society as
a whole.
The Right of a Child to Rearing
The responsibilities of parents, however, imply additional rights for the
children. Children have the human right to love, care, feeding, nurture
and upbringing in the knowledge of Jesus Christ by their mothers, and
most especially by their fathers. These rights come directly from the
commands God gave to parents in the Holy Bible and are among the very
few positive rights found in Scripture. That is, they are entitlements
generated by God’s commands as opposed to being part of a general
right to be left in peace.
It is true that in the very earliest days of life, a child will receive primary
care from its mother for biological reasons. Yet, God holds fathers
responsible for the children; the mother has delegated authority from the
father. It is the father whom God will hold most responsible for a child’s
upbringing. For example:
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring
them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
(Ephesians 6:4)
For various reasons, child and wife abandonment by fathers is pandemic
in America. The single biggest predictor of academic or other problems in
a child’s life is the absence of a father in the home. Significantly, this
statistic does not apply if the absence is due to death of a father. If you
are such an AWOL49 father, then repent and haul your butt home and be
the father God commanded you to be. You are one heartbeat away from
Hell.
The family, one husband, one wife, and such children as the Lord gives
them, is an institution founded by God at the dawn of time. It is therefore
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vital that all other authorities recognize the rightful existence and
authority of families. Spouses and children have the same human rights
against harm as do anyone else, even if the abuser is a parent or
husband. An understanding of the mediatorial kingdom of Christ
becomes very helpful to us here. On the one hand, we see that because of
explicit delegated authority from Jesus Christ to parents, parents may
spank or punish children physically, something otherwise forbidden by
God's general laws against physically harming others. On the other hand,
no such authority is given is given by King Jesus for husbands to beat
wives – the wife enjoys the same protection against abuse by her husband
as against abuse by anyone else. This same logic will be seen to be a
powerful tool for human rights in the face of deeply entrenched social
norms and evil in high places.
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Chapter 10 – Jesus Christ: King of His Bride, the Church
The Nature of the Church
Theologians refer to the “visible church” and the “invisible church.” The
invisible church refers to all believers from all times. This is Christ’s
bride. These terms are not in Scripture, but the concepts are clearly
present.
Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made
herself ready; (Revelation 19:7, See also Ephesians 5:28-32,
Jeremiah 2:2)
By contrast to the invisible church, the visible church simply consists of
all of the organized groups of believers in Jesus Christ. It is taken for
granted that any congregation is likely to have hypocrites and the selfdeceived in its midst. The reformers identified three marks of any true
congregation of the visible church:
1. The faithful preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and of the Holy
Bible.
2. Right administration of the sacraments, baptism and Lord’s
Supper.
3. Biblical exercise of church discipline over its members.
And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head
over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness
of him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 1:22-23, emphasis mine)
Jesus Christ is King of the Church. In particular, the mediatorial nature of
His kingship is singularly appropriate to the church – those who trust in
Jesus Christ. Christ is the Head and Bridegroom of His church, another
unique feature of the church; of the individual, family and state, Christ is
King, but not Bridegroom. Uniquely also, God gave to the Church, Christ,
as head over all things.
The Power of the Church
Unique among the three permanent God-ordained groups giving
superiors authority over other people (the family, the church, and the
civil body politic), the church has no authority to use physical force to
punish. It has no authority over the everyday affairs of earth, except for
those few assets such as buildings or church buses that it owns or
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controls. The members of the church are there voluntarily. Churches
cannot force people to stay, nor can they punish, by physical means,
those who leave. This is true of the visible church as a whole and of each
of its branches.
Yet, the power of the church of Jesus Christ is beyond the dreams of even
a nuclear armed military50. The power of the church is in the power of
God to change human hearts via the preaching and ministry of His Word.
Let us see what powers God has given to His Church.
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of
spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts
and intentions of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12)
The Word of God, working via the Holy Spirit, changes people’s hearts
and turns sinners away from sin to God. Those on the road to Hell find
themselves on the road to Heaven. And it is the Bride, the Church of
Jesus Christ, the body of all believers, who ministers the Word of God to
the world. The church does not do this by choice, but by direct and
emphatic command from God.
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20.
See also Ephesians 6:20, Ephesians 4:11-13)
For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes. (1 Corinthians 11:26)
One power of the church is to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. A
second power of the church is to make disciples of those who believe in
Jesus Christ, who has provided the church with both leaders and laity to
do this work. A third power of the church is to administer the
sacraments. To an outside observer, the simple actions of baptism and
the Lord’s Supper might appear insignificant. But these are commands of
God, and they carry with them very real grace and blessing from God.
In America, of the three marks of a true church that the reformers
identified, the exercise of church discipline by her elders over errant
members is least likely to be found. This is a fourth power of the church.
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If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if
he listens to you, you have won your brother. But if he does
not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by
the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be
confirmed. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I say to you,
whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven;
and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in
heaven. Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth
about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them
by My Father who is in heaven. For where two or three have
gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst.
(Matthew 18:15-20 NASB)
The church does not have the power to cast into Hell. Only God has that
power. But the church does have the power to cast an unrepentant sinner
from its midst. And where the church rightfully casts out such a sinner, it
does so with God’s authority behind it with the declaration that that
sinner is on the road to Hell.
This is the bad news. Most of it is good news. Notice the “if”s in Matthew
18:15-20. This is the essence of the work of the church, calling people to
God and away from sin. At any of these steps, the sinner might repent.
Even one who has been excommunicated (kicked out) may repent and be
welcomed back.
The church does these things, and more, by direct commands from God.
It follows therefore that nobody has a right to hinder this work of the
church. It is a basic human right to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
to preach His Word and its implications to the world. It is a basic human
right for believers in Jesus Christ to assemble together to worship or
work together and to partake of the sacraments. It is a basic human right
for Christians to disciple one another, encourage one another and teach
one another. These rights all come directly from the Holy Bible for God
has commanded us to do these things. It is also a basic human right for
churches to control access to their membership and the sacraments and
to publicly admonish, rebuke, suspend or excommunicate errant
members.
Those who preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ are commanded to go to all
nations. Hence, no nation has the right to exclude those who preach or
minister in the Name of Jesus Christ. Neither is any area of human life
excluded from the topics upon which the church may speak, for God’s
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Word covers all of life. The church thus has freedom to speak on any
issue to anyone at any time.
It is important to consider the relationship of the church to the other
authorities which God has ordained. Individuals have much freedom and
authority over their own lives, but for a believer to voluntarily isolate
himself or herself from the church is sin and spiritually dangerous. The
same is true of families. Likewise, the Holy Bible teaches a plurality of
elders; no one individual or family is to control any congregation. With
respect to the civil government, the state may certainly compel members
of churches to obey valid civil laws, but civil officials have no authority
whatsoever in the affairs of the church, nor may it hinder its rightful
ministry.
Along the same lines, there have been many sad instances of the church,
obtruding, even violently, where Christ has given them no authority.
Churchmen have wrongly exercised civil authority under the specious
claim that the church has authority over civil powers. Some small
independent congregations have presumed to dictate to their members
the smallest details of their lives, even to the point of search and seizure.
This is evil. King Jesus did not give to the church any authority which is
reserved for the other divinely established institutions.
The ministry of the church is a spiritual ministry. Only the Holy Spirit can
change hearts. To try to cheat, by using temporal means is evil,
disgusting and dishonoring to God.
As Christ's Bride, the Church has a special place in Christ's Kingdom.
While the church has the least physical power, it has great moral
authority and spiritual power. Her work, done right, is the work of the
Holy Spirit in people's hearts to change lives and bring glory to God. No
other institution has the right to hinder the work of Christ's Church.
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Chapter 11 – Jesus Christ: King of Nations
The Nature of Civil Government
This chapter examines the relationship of Jesus Christ to civil
governments and bodies politic. A body politic is a group of people that
has a civil government over them, such as the State of Montana. Now this
is well known, but it is important to emphasize that not only are civil
governments under Jesus Christ as His ministers, but each body politic
also is under Jesus Christ; the people of a body politic cannot hide
behind “the government” and thus evade their responsibility to Jesus
Christ. The fact that most bodies politic are also part of larger
jurisdictions does not change this fact.
Now we may think we know what a civil government is, but let us
consider something. There have been cases in history where a group of
bandits gets fairly successful.51, 52 These are criminals; they make their
living by stealing from people. Typically they also murder, rape and
kidnap. What they can’t take, they may just as well burn or destroy for
fun. Perhaps they hide in a large cave. Fed by success and wealth, the
bandit gang gets bigger. If the bandit chief is talented, in time, they get
organized and set up a base of operations where they can rest, stash their
loot and keep their wives and children. The bandit gang continues to
grow and they become strong enough to hang onto, expand and defend
the territory that is their base of operations. The chief of the bandits
rules the whole mob of course. Soon, slaves work their fields and keep
livestock. They set up smithies to keep their weapons in good shape.
Having local supplies beats hoping what you want is in the loot. They
trade with others.
Eventually, they get strong enough to knock off a group of isolated
villages or even an entire small kingdom and add them to their territory.
It is easy to see where this is going. The bandit chief has henchmen to
keep order and collect his “fair share” from everybody. Why go on raids
to loot when you can loot the locals? Perhaps the gang becomes strong
enough to cover a fair-sized territory. The bandit chief formally crowns
himself king, and his army marches off to conquer some other warlord,
duke or king, all for loot and glory of course. A few generations later,
perhaps you have a regular kingdom or empire replete with bureaucracy.
The question is: Just when in this process (if ever) did the criminal
bandits become a legitimate civil government? If one would try to look at
laws, then whose laws? The conqueror’s laws or the laws of the
conquered? Does size make a difference? If so, does a small village have
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an illegitimate government until it grows up? What about control of
territory? Does a street gang become legitimate when it takes over a
neighborhood to the point where the police refuse to go in? (That does
happen.) As always, the Holy Bible has the answers.
(1) Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.
For there is no authority except from God, and those that
exist have been instituted by God. (2) Therefore whoever
resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and
those who resist will incur judgment. (3) For rulers are not a
terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear
of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and
you will receive his approval, (4) for he is God’s servant for
your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not
bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an
avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. (5)
Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s
wrath but also for the sake of conscience. (6) For because of
this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of
God, attending to this very thing. (7) Pay to all what is owed
to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to
whom honor is owed. (Romans 13:1-7)
There is more than one theme in this passage. Care is needed to extract
each teaching without diminishing the force of the others. Since we are
all born rebels, even those of us who are redeemed, we need to take some
special care to be sure we do not find excuses to rebel.
First, note, “For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.” (v3)
This is a statement of fact. It is not a command and it is not a statement
of what ought to be. This is a simple statement of what is. Consider also,
“For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on
the wrongdoer.” (v4) This is also a statement of fact. It is not a command
and it is not statement of what ought to be. Take the statement,
“Housecats have whiskers, fur and pointed ears. 53” This is a statement of
fact. If an animal does not have whiskers, fur and pointed ears, then we
had better look very carefully before we think it is a cat, especially if it
quacks at us.
However, imagine you have a cat that is
attacked by a dog. It may have rounded
burnt off, but it does not cease to be
governments are made up of sinful

caught in
ears now
a cat. In
humans

a wreck, a fire, or is
or have its whiskers
the same way, civil
but are still civil
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governments nonetheless. We are not entitled to an expectation of
perfection before rendering due submission.
This is a critical point. Our gang of bandits above certainly did not start
out as civil rulers. They were, in fact, quite uncivil. So where is the
dividing line? It may be helpful to review the historical context of this
passage and a few others. Paul wrote Romans around 57 A.D. The
infamous Emperor Nero was on the throne at this time, but this was
during the early years of his reign when Seneca still had substantial
influence and Nero ruled fairly well. It was not until some time around 60
A.D. that Nero’s reign began to become notorious. Rome generally had a
good reputation for law and order by ancient standards. The book of Acts
tells of Paul’s interactions with the Roman government and one may see
both rough justice and due process in action.
When Jesus spoke the IRS’s favorite verse, “Then render to Caesar … ,”
Tiberius, though emperor, had basically abdicated his responsibilities and
Rome was undergoing some considerable political upheavals.
Peter wrote a somewhat parallel passage to Romans 13:
Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution,
whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as
sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those
who do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good
you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people.
Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a
cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. Honor
everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the
emperor. (1 Peter 2:13-17)
The date of Peter’s epistle is very uncertain, from 60 to 68 A.D. But, this
is precisely the time of the Emperor Nero’s bad years where his reign
went rapidly from bad to worse. Note the last sentence above. At the
same time, in spite of the great political upheavals, most of the basic
legal structure of the Roman Empire remained intact despite bloodshed
and civil war. While Nero persecuted and killed many Christians, it cannot
be doubted that most of those punished in the Roman Empire were
criminals.
With this background, we clearly see that an expectation of perfection in
civil rulers and civil governments is unbiblical. Such imperfections, while
they are great sin, are no excuse for rebellion or refusal to render due
submission, honor and taxes.
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Still, we do have these statements of fact. What shall we think, for
example, of regimes where many or most of those who are in prison, or
who are executed, are punished not for crimes, but for preaching the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, speaking out against evil, or simply supporting
the wrong political candidate? It is reasonable to conclude that such a
regime is no civil government at all. Likewise, the bandit chief who is a
robber is mostly punishing the innocent and rewarding and praising
evildoers who are his confederates. Clearly, he does not fit the biblical
definition of civil government.
Such a situation does not, however, give citizens license for disorder.
Rather,
aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to
work with your hands, as we instructed you, (1 Thessalonians
4:11, See also Romans 12:18)
A Job Description
Importantly, those statements of fact are not merely definitions, but job
descriptions to command and guide civil officials. Returning to Romans
13, consider, “for he is God’s servant for your good,” (Romans 13:5) “For
he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the
wrongdoer.” (Romans 13:4) and “the authorities are ministers of God,
attending to this very thing.” (Romans 13:6) In the first two cases, the
word translated servant, is the same word used to refer to servants at the
wedding at Cana. Elsewhere, it is translated “deacon” to refer to that
church office. Now of course, servants have masters, and the Master of
the civil government is King Jesus. In the third case, the word translated,
“minister” may also be translated “servant”, but it generally carries the
connotation of special duties, and is used to refer to the minister of a
king, or a public servant.
Peter makes this point as well. Between Paul and Peter, with some help
from other passages, (e.g., Exodus 21:1-23:9, Leviticus 19:15,
Deuteronomy 5:32, 7:11, 25:1-2, Joshua 1:7-8, John 19:11, Luke 3:14) we
can write a summary of the job description of every civil official and
every civil government:
Your boss is King Jesus. You work for Him and under Him. You are
his servant with special duties. Your job is to praise those who are
righteous. King Jesus defines righteousness for you. Your job is also
to punish those who do wickedly. King Jesus tells you what is
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wicked, and what kinds of punishments to use. You will be paid
enough to do this job.
The fact that God Himself gives us this job description is of absolutely
overwhelming importance for human rights.
Punishment of the wicked includes both civil justice, as when someone
sues someone in court for redress of wrongs, and criminal justice. The
proper outcome of both is redress of the victim’s injuries and
punishment of the offender when necessary. Punishment of wrongdoers
also includes external enemies as well as internal criminals.
In this matter of punishment, the phrase, “for he does not bear the sword
in vain” is important here. Here is specific authorization from God to use
force, even lethal force, against evildoers, both as deterrent and as
punishment. This is, in fact, a defining characteristic of civil government
– the rightful authority to use lethal force. This is not given to the
individual, family or church except for immediate defense against
criminals. Even here, there is a difference. An individual may defend
himself or another by using lethal force to prevent or stop evil, but never
to punish evil.
It is important to note that God’s job description includes an explicit
description of why taxes are exacted (Romans 13:6). Taxes are to finance
the job God gave the civil ruler and not for anything else.
Submission to Government
We began, by practical necessity, with defining civil government. From
this naturally flowed the job description. But of course, we must not miss
the main theme of this passage.
Beginning with verse 1, we see the phrase “be subject.” This is one word
in the Greek, which is an imperative, a command. The word is a
compound of “under” and “arrange, or set in order.” Hence, submission is
something very different from grudging, literal obedience to specific
commands. This Word tells us to take definite, purposeful action to
arrange ourselves under the authority of the civil government. An
illustration would be the difference between staying for a night in a motel
scarcely unpacking one’s suitcase and moving into a new house where
one will carefully arrange things so as to settle down comfortably.
“Comfortably” is used here on purpose. God’s design for us is not
tyranny, but blessing. A good civil government is a great blessing.

86

Next, we see reasons given for the command in verse 1. First, all authority
comes from God. There is not any valid authority that does not come
from God. Secondly, those authorities that exist are instituted by God.
Verse 2 is a logical conclusion from this. If you resist The King’s
appointed minister, you resist the King and incur His wrath. Verses 3 and
4 apply the job description of God’s minister to our lives. One who is
arrogant enough to not fear Hell had better at least fear the cops. Verse 5
re-iterates verse 2; we obey the civil ruler because he is God’s agent.
Verses 6 and 7 have two themes and they are very related.
For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it
treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.”
(1 Timothy 5:18)
Civil rulers deserve wages just like the rest of us. The same, of course
applies to all legitimate government employees from general to janitor. It
takes money to run any organization.
All human beings deserve some respect and honor as creatures made in
God’s image. But the offices (jobs) of the civil rulers deserve greater
respect. This is because of the fact that they are God’s ministers. Also,
just as the civil ruler is to praise the righteous, so the ruler who does a
good job is surely entitled to the same from those he governs.
It is also worth noting that God does not tell us to “obey” the civil
authorities. Generally, submission implies obedience.
But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God
rather than men.” (Acts 5:29)
Yet, this does not negate the command to submit. It does mean that when
disobedience is required, that it be done respectfully and without
presuming to abandon all obedience.
Mediatorial Ministers of King Jesus
Since Jesus’ reign is mediatorial, the rule of the ministers of King Jesus
must also be mediatorial. That is, the purpose and goal of the civil
authority must include that of reconciling sinners to God. So much for
separation of religion and state. Good riddance.
Whose laws does any king’s minister enforce? The laws of the foreign
king across the sea? Of course not. A king’s minister enforces the laws of
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his own sovereign. Likewise, ministers of King Jesus are not to enforce
just any laws, much less their own, but only the laws of King Jesus.
By the mouth of a fool comes a rod for his back, but the lips
of the wise will preserve them. (Proverbs 14:3)
A whip for the horse, a bridle for the donkey, and a rod for
the back of fools. (Proverbs 26:3)
There are always fools (Psalm 14:1), stubborn and rebellious people who
refuse to obey God. When such commit crimes, they are punished.
Specifically, they are punished here on earth for violating God’s law.
God’s law becomes a harsh schoolmaster to them. But, it is God’s design
that the earthly punishment will teach the offender of his danger of Hell.
The one who refuses to believe in a God whom he cannot see will stand
before an earthly judge he can see. This should teach him of his danger
from the Last Judgment.
But before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law,
kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed.
Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we
might be justified by faith. But after faith has come, we are
no longer under a tutor. (Galatians 3:23-25 NKJV)
Thus, as the civil magistrate enforces God’s law at the civil level, he
teaches criminals and wrongdoers of their obligations to Christ. The civil
magistrate plays a part in God’s grand scheme of bringing lost sinners to
Himself. Far from the current practice, it would be right and helpful for
civil judges to lecture from the Holy Bible why the defendant has done
wrong, the wrath of God upon him and the need to repent. When civil
officials arrogate to themselves the right to enforce laws other than those
of King Jesus, this great benefit is diminished or lost.
Finally, the realization that the civil magistrate is a servant in the work of
Christ to reconcile the world to Christ must surely put to rest the error
that civil government is evil, necessary or otherwise.
Separation of Church and State
To insist upon a union of the Christian religion and state does not at all
imply a union of institutional church and institutional state. Separation
of church and state is not a new idea, as King Uzziah found out when he
received instant leprosy because he went into the Temple to do work God
had given to the priests (2 Chronicles 26:16-21).
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Nonetheless, given the greed and power lust of both churchmen and
statesmen, from Constantine (reigned 306-337) to well past the
reformation, churchmen and civil rulers have battled one another for
power over each other. Each had plenty of “good reasons” why one
should submit to the other. “Battle” is no metaphor; there were major
wars fought over the matter.
The American concept of separation of institutional church and
institutional state, and most particularly, the successful implementation
of it, has been a major contribution to the progress of human rights. Few
Americans are aware of it, but it is Christ’s mediatorial kingship that
supports this concept. King Jesus Christ has appointed ministers in the
church with specific authority. King Jesus Christ has also appointed
ministers in the state (civil government) with specific authority. Christ
has not granted either the church or the state authority over the other.
This does not mean that the police cannot arrest a preacher who
shoplifts. It is the specific duty of government to use force against
criminals. It also does not mean that preachers cannot publicly rebuke a
politician when he votes or speaks on an issue in a way that is against
God’s Holy Bible. If such a politician is a member of a church, that church
can very well discipline him for his sin by public rebuke or even
excommunication; it is the specific duty of the church to proclaim God’s
Word.
Just as in our factory illustration earlier, the factory management (King
Jesus) controls both the sales force and the maintenance crew. These two
work for a common end but do not boss one another around, usurping
the authority of the management. In the same way, King Jesus is the boss
of both churches and states. He gave each one specific, limited authority.
That authority does not include the right to overstep into other areas.
This implies that the civil government does not have the right to tax the
church. The power to tax is the power to destroy. (However, if a church
should control a business, for example, the business itself should be
subject to normal business taxes.) This also means that the church must
not receive tax support or subsidies from the civil government.
The Size and Role of Civil Government
The size and role of civil government is a topic of immense debate. Civil
rulers are given force, the power of the sword, to punish evildoers. Does
that mean that it is OK to hang jaywalkers, litterbugs or everyone who
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votes for the opposition? This question has massive human rights
implications.
God’s Word to us is the Holy Bible. Therefore, the Holy Bible, the Word of
King Jesus, is the only source of the authority of civil government. If the
Holy Bible does not give civil rulers a particular authority, the civil rulers
do not have that authority. God granted each of us a general human right
to be left in peace without undue outside interference. Thus, each valid
intrusion into the life of a person by some authority must have specific
warrant from God. All authority comes from God.
This is foundational to human rights and is a crucial point. If the
authority of the ministers of King Jesus were not controlled by King
Jesus, there would no defense against tyranny. If we refuse to believe God
in this, then the civil ruler will believe he has no limits on what he can do,
for he does it supposedly in the name of God. One outworking of this
perverted belief was called, “The Divine Rights of Kings.” If civil rulers
were not under God’s law, we would have no ground upon which to stand
when protesting violations of human rights by governments or those
favored by governments; our protests would become mere matters of
opinion.
God gives many general human rights and many specific human rights in
His Holy Bible. God also gives specific commands to civil governments
and bodies politic. Recall the store analogy where the shopkeeper invited
a person to walk out with merchandise. Sometimes God’s commands
allow civil authorities to invade a person’s life in ways that would
otherwise be prohibited by God. For example, a thief may be forced to
make restitution to his victim. In this case, the restitution the thief must
pay is not stealing by the civil ruler, even though it is being taken from
him by force. Because these specific “invasions” of human rights are
commanded in God’s holy Word for specific crimes and torts, and
because these commands are limited in scope and number, the power of
civil government is therefore necessarily limited. The civil government is
not at all free to determine its own notions of “righteous” and “evil” – the
very first sin in human history (Genesis 3:5-6). This establishes a solid
defense for many human rights from God’s Holy Word.
God gave specific commands to teachers, pastors, prophets, parents,
children, churchgoers, elders, farmers, hunters, soldiers, husbands,
wives, etc. How then can anyone claim that God did not issue specific
commands to civil rulers who, alone on earth, legitimately under God,
routinely bear the dangerous sword of force of law? The plain fact is that
the Holy Bible does give specific commands regarding criminal and civil
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justice and the behavior of civil rulers. These appear all through the Holy
Bible, but are concentrated in the civil laws of the Law of Moses.
The problem is that there is considerable reluctance to obey these. Hence,
there are many who will gladly hear the voice of the serpent.
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the
field that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman,
“Did God actually say?” (Genesis 3:1)
Those who have power and authority, and those who benefit from that
power and authority are generally loath to give up it up or submit to God.
For example, it was not merely the civil rulers, but the high priests and
religious authorities who violently persecuted Jesus, crucified the Author
of Life and persecuted the earliest Christians. They did so even in the
face of undeniable signs, wonders and miracles attesting to King Jesus
and His apostles and disciples. It is for this same reason that all manner
of excuses have been invented to deny the validity of the civil laws in the
Holy Bible, whether given through Moses, Paul, Peter or the prophets.
Biblical Crimes and Torts
The details of the administration of civil and criminal justice are outside
of the scope of this book. Nevertheless, it is instructive to examine a
summary list of those things which God defines for us as crimes and
torts which fall within the jurisdiction of civil authority.
In the table below, only the first reference to a particular class of crime or
tort is listed unless the circumstances, thus the punishment is different.
Bold indicates non-ransomable (not optional) punishment.
Punishment
death

Passage
Exodus 21:13

City of Refuge*
death
death
death
restitution

Exodus 21:13
Exodus 21:15
Exodus 21:16
Exodus 21:17
Exodus 21:18-19

fine
eye for eye
manumission
death or ransom
fine
restitution

Exodus 21:22
Exodus 21:23-25
Exodus 21:26

Crime or Situation
Murder
Voluntary Manslaughter (e.g., by fist, no intent
to kill)
Striking Parent
Manstealing / Kidnapping
Cursing Parent
Personal Injury (from quarrel)
Striking Pregnant Woman Inducing Labor (no
harm to baby)
Personal Injury (Unborn Victim)
Injury to slave

Exodus 21:28-31
Exodus 21:33-36

Reckless Homicide
Property damage from carelessness

Crime /
Tort
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Tort
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1/2 restitution
2x - 5x restitution
restitution
restitution
shotgun
marriage, fine
death
death
death
death
1.2 x restitution
death
death
death
death
death
eye for eye

Exodus 21:35
Exodus 22:1
Exodus 22:5-6
Exodus 22:14

Unavoidable Accident
Theft
Property damage from accident
Loss of borrowed property

Tort
Crime
Tort
Tort

Exodus 22:16
Exodus 22:18
Exodus 22:19
Exodus 22:20
Exodus 31:14-15
Leviticus 6:1-5
Leviticus 20:1
Leviticus 20:10
Leviticus 20:13
Leviticus 20:27
Leviticus 24:16
Leviticus 24:19-21

Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime

death
City of Refuge*
death
death
death
fine, flogging
death
death
cut off hand
flogging

Numbers 35:16-18
Numbers 35:22-23
Deuteronomy 13:1-5
Deuteronomy 13:6-11
Deuteronomy 21:18-21
Deuteronomy 22:17-19
Deuteronomy 22:20-21
Deuteronomy 22:25-27
Deuteronomy 25:11-12
Deuteronomy 25:1-3

Fornication
Witchcraft
Bestiality
Pagan Worship
Sabbath Breaking
Self-Confessed Theft Prior to Arrest
Child Sacrifice
Adultery
Homosexual Fornication
Sorcery, Necromancy, Spiritism
Blasphemy Against God
Willful Personal Injury
Manslaughter with Deadly Weapon (without
proven intent to kill, as oppose to injure)
Involuntary Manslaughter
False Prophecy
Enticement to False gods
Incorrigible Rebellion Against Parents
Slander Against Wife's Honor
Harlotry in Father's House
Rape
Intimate Groping
Lesser Offenses

Crime
Tort
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime
Crime

This list does not contain items related to the now-fulfilled Old Covenant
laws, except that “City of Refuge” is listed to show the distinction
between murder and accidental manslaughter.
The term, “crime” means an evil deed that is punishable by the civil
authorities as ministers of God, as directed in the Holy Bible. There is a
very crucial distinction that must be made here. This definition is not
based upon American law as it is. The reference point is God’s law.
Clearly, American law is widely and wildly at variance with God’s law in
many points. The simple fact is, there is no authority except from God. So
the civil authorities must look to God to find out what their authority is.
Thus, this analysis is from the perspective of the Holy Bible. God sets the
standard. We are to obey. God tells us what are crimes.
Similarly, “tort” is an accidental injury or loss to a victim that requires
the person who causes it to make restitution or otherwise make the
victim whole, and is enforceable by the civil authorities if the two parties
cannot come to agreement. Breach of contract would fall here as well.
Obviously, here also, there are differences between this definition and
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American law, just as for crimes. However, the Scripture does not always
make a completely clear distinction between crimes and torts (accidental
harm) even under the definitions given above.
That God may be glorified and his wisdom made manifest, we should
look briefly at this list. We will then make some observations. But first,
we should note some concerns common to all crimes and torts.
You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to
the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you
judge your neighbor. (Leviticus 19:15)
A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any
crime or for any wrong in connection with any offense that
he has committed. Only on the evidence of two witnesses or
of three witnesses shall a charge be established.
(Deuteronomy 19:5)
The judges shall inquire diligently, and if the witness is a
false witness and has accused his brother falsely, then you
shall do to him as he had meant to do to his brother. So you
shall purge the evil from your midst. (Deuteronomy 19:18-19)
These three principles are foundational to the administration of civil
justice and each establishes a human right. There is a human right to
impartial justice as God defines justice. There is a human right to be free
of adverse judgment except upon sufficient evidence, including a
plurality of witnesses. There is also a human right to be free from
spurious or false prosecution.
A “practical” criticism that has been leveled at implementing restitution
to victims is that criminals, if not locked up in a cage, would just ignore
the order of restitution. By severe penalties for such willful contempt of
court, the rest of God’s design for criminal justice is upheld.
And you shall come to the Levitical priests and to the judge
who is in office in those days, and you shall consult them,
and they shall declare to you the decision. Then you shall do
according to what they declare to you from that place that
the Lord will choose. And you shall be careful to do
according to all that they direct you. According to the
instructions that they give you, and according to the decision
which they pronounce to you, you shall do. You shall not
turn aside from the verdict that they declare to you, either to
the right hand or to the left. The man who acts
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presumptuously by not obeying the priest who stands to
minister there before the Lord your God, or the judge, that
man shall die. So you shall purge the evil from Israel. And all
the people shall hear and fear and not act presumptuously
again. (Deuteronomy 17:9-13)
This teaching applies to both civil authorities as shown by the reference
to judges and, in ancient Israel only, to church authorities as shown by
the reference to Levitical priests. We must also give careful heed to the
last sentence. If authorities do not punish evildoers as God commands,
evildoers will abound. If authorities do punish evildoers as God
commands, sin and crime will be suppressed as the wicked who do not
fear God will fear earthly punishment. Extreme care is needed to not
mitigate punishments due to taking sin too lightly. The punishments God
prescribed tell us of His hatred for certain sins.
Between humans, biblical justice is very much victim-centered; it comes
into force when a person suffers harm from another. Since biblical justice
is victim-centered, sometimes the victim is allowed to choose to exact a
ransom from the one who wronged him. This is the reason for listing
non-ransomable offenses (in bold). These offenses are where God says
something like, “He shall surely be put to death,” or God otherwise
indicates explicitly that He is leaving no option. Otherwise a victim and
the one who wronged him may choose to settle for a ransom. Of course,
they also may come to agreement on torts as well. Neither ransomable
crimes nor torts must necessarily go to court. In fact, there is a sense in
which a wrongdoer who is stubborn and refuses to make reasonable
restitution or ransom to his victim of a tort becomes a criminal, an
evildoer, for the very reason that God commanded restitution and
restoration of the victim.54
When we make restitution to a victim of our accident or wrongdoing, we
are doing something very much like the work Jesus Christ did on the
Cross. When we have hurt somebody, then make restitution, we take their
hurt upon ourselves, just as Jesus took our sin and shame upon Himself.
This is part of the general ministry of reconciliation that disciples of the
mediatorial King, Jesus are to do. Similarly, the process of bringing about,
and enforcing, reconciliation between victims and those who hurt them is
mediatorial in nature, a perfect fit for the job of a minister of the
mediatorial King, Jesus Christ. In other cases, for example pagan worship,
God is the victim who is harmed, but He is also the one who has given His
Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ as mediator between Himself and the
sinner, even as the sinner must bear his earthly punishment.
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Conspicuously absent from this list is any law designed to protect
someone from himself. In all cases, it is important there must be harm to
another (God or a human) before there can be civil punishment. This is a
foundational and important principle of civil justice. It establishes a
human right to be free of official administrative harassment by
busybodies merely for paperwork violations and the like.
We need to recall that we are taught by example. So let us note that rape
carries the death penalty. Intimate groping requires cutting off the hand
of the offender. But then is the one who not so intimately gropes another
going to walk away snickering because there is no legal punishment for
him? Of course not. That is the reason for the last item on the list.
If there is a dispute between men and they come into court
and the judges decide between them, acquitting the innocent
and condemning the guilty, then if the guilty man deserves
to be beaten, the judge shall cause him to lie down and be
beaten in his presence with a number of stripes in
proportion to his offense. Forty stripes may be given him,
but not more, lest, if one should go on to beat him with more
stripes than these, your brother be degraded in your sight.
(Deuteronomy 25:1-3)
Note that there is otherwise no specific crime for which whipping is
specified. That is how we know that whipping is available for lesser
offenses where restitution would not be otherwise applicable or if the
perpetrator would not pay ransom to the victim.
This, incidentally, is the origin of “39 lashes.” 55 Our forefathers were
careful to obey God even in the event of a miscount. We see also that the
victim of the crime normally takes the matter before the judges if the two
cannot come to agreement. This does not imply that if a victim is unable
to do so, that an advocate should not assist the victim in obtaining
justice. That is the historic role of the county prosecutor. As our system
now exists, crimes are considered “crimes against society,” and the
government makes all prosecution decisions. By contrast, Biblical justice
is victim-centered. As a servant of the Mediator, the civil ruler mediates
between victim and criminal. Ideally, the justice system should do more
than enforce bare restitution, but encourage reconciliation. The logic
used here is basically applying to civil justice the same whole-orbed
approach seen in the study of the Ten Commandments.
It may thus be seen that even criminals have the human right to be
punished according to God’s law. Likewise, the limits of the God-given
authority of the civil government have been made more clear and
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specific. The Holy Bible establishes the right of people to be free from
punishments or judgments by the civil government which God never
authorized.
Objections and Limitations
There may be some specific crimes and torts on the list above that not
everyone would believe to still be a crime today. Yet, God would hardly
give bad laws to His own chosen people. Neither does God’s Holy
character change.
God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he
should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it?
Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it? (Numbers 23:19,
See also Hebrews 13:8, Luke 16:17)
The only possible justification to remove any of the civil laws from the
list above would be to show that the Holy Bible has declared it no longer
in force. Such an argument must not remove any of the Ten
Commandments as collateral damage and must also come from the Holy
Bible, for only the Holy Bible can infallibly interpret the Holy Bible.
Nonetheless, if a crime is removed from the Bible’s list of crimes for good
reasons from the Bible, that still only makes the list shorter; the thesis of
this chapter thus remains valid. Even the longest list severely limits the
power and authority of governments. We see thus that the Word of God,
far from being tyrannical, by giving us specific crimes and torts that the
civil magistrate is permitted and required to punish, is in fact, a strong
defense against tyranny.
Alas, if all the furious energy that presently goes into our current
perverted legal and political system were submitted to King Jesus, we
would have a body of law which faithfully implements God’s will, and a
widely accepted supporting theology undergirding our civil law. As it is,
there are, at this time, many unanswered questions concerning the details
of biblical civil government.
Seek good, and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord,
the God of hosts, will be with you, as you have said. Hate evil,
and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be
that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the
remnant of Joseph. (Amos 5:14-15)
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Mediatorial Ministers, Revisited
Because the civil magistrate is God’s special minister, King Jesus
demands that the laws of any body politic reflect His laws, the Holy Bible.
This necessarily implies that where there is a conflict between
Christianity and any other religion or philosophy, the law and those who
enforce the law must yield to the command of King Jesus and enforce the
laws of King Jesus.
What about adherents of false religions (any religion not Biblical
Christianity)? It is Jesus Christ, through whom the world was made, who
reigns in Heaven at the right hand of the Father. Is Jesus God or some
other silly idol? Jesus is God and King; let us act like it. For the civil
minister to yield to the laws of some other god is to defame Christ and
push the adherents of the false god away from Christ and towards Hell.
Rather, the minister of the mediatorial King must honor and serve Christ.
Liberty of conscience, opinion and belief still stand as God-given human
rights. These necessarily imply liberty of religious and philosophical
belief. God gives no warrant whatsoever to punish anyone for unbelief in
Jesus. Only God can change a person’s heart and give him or her a
believing heart for Jesus. In overwhelming contrast to most of history,
and even to most of the world today, in a biblical society, unbelievers
would have great civil freedom to live out their futile 56 lives in peace
without undue outside interference.
The problem is, there are still plenty of issues where somebody’s ox is
going to get gored. Some favor special rights for homosexuals. God says
they are criminals. Some kill unborn children by abortion. God orders us
to give children special protection. Recall George Patton’s famous speech
here.57 If an ox is going to get gored, then gore the enemy’s ox. Jesus
Christ is King of America!
A Human and Divine Institution
In 1 Peter 2:13, we read, “Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human
institution.” It is clear from the context that the “human institutions” are
civil governments, not such things as a bowling league. In Romans 13, we
saw that civil government is a divine institution. So which is it? The
answer is both. King Jesus gives to His people the freedom to set up that
form of government and install those officials into it that suit the needs
of their situation. God does not treat us like robots. He gave us brains
and expects us to use them within the boundaries He has set for us in the
Holy Bible.
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you may indeed set a king over you whom the Lord your God
will choose. One from among your brothers you shall set as
king over you. You may not put a foreigner over you, who is
not your brother. (Deuteronomy 17:14)
Choose for your tribes wise, understanding, and experienced
men, and I will appoint them as your heads. (Deuteronomy
1:13)
We see clearly the dual human / divine origin of civil government in these
verses. For example, God chose King David to be king and anointed him
king over Israel. Yet it was not until the people of Judah set him on the
throne many years later that he began to rule.
In spite of this, it is far from clear that the Holy Bible mandates “the
consent of the governed” in all cases. If a people are unruly and given to
lawbreaking, God will still put a government over them. Anarchy is an
unstable state. Further, King Jesus is sovereign, not the people of a land.
Here is a good working definition of democracy without God: Three
wolves and a lamb voting on what to have for lunch. Democracy without
God is an abomination.
Deuteronomy 17:14 above implies that civil government needs to be local
and accessible. In Exodus 18:18, we read that Moses’ father-in-law
advised him to decentralize the civil government. Moses, the prophet,
received this advice as God’s command. Moses re-tells the story below.
“At that time I said to you, ‘I am not able to bear you by
myself. The Lord your God has multiplied you, and behold,
you are today as numerous as the stars of heaven. … Choose
for your tribes wise, understanding, and experienced men,
and I will appoint them as your heads.’ … So I took the heads
of your tribes, wise and experienced men, and set them as
heads over you, commanders of thousands, commanders of
hundreds, commanders of fifties, commanders of tens, and
officers, throughout your tribes. And I charged your judges
at that time, ‘Hear the cases between your brothers, and
judge righteously between a man and his brother or the alien
who is with him. You shall not be partial in judgment. You
shall hear the small and the great alike. You shall not be
intimidated by anyone, for the judgment is God’s. And the
case that is too hard for you, you shall bring to me, and I will
hear it.’ And I commanded you at that time all the things that
you should do. (Deuteronomy 1:9-18)
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It is not explicitly stated, but it is clear that the simplest cases were
handled at the ten-family level and then cases moved up as needed based
on appeals or difficulty. From this, we can infer the human right of local
and accessible government.
This is God’s idea, and yes, God knew He would bring about the computer
and jet age. Still, few people are complete nomads. Nearly all of us live in
neighborhoods ranging from a New York City apartment building to
many square miles in a rural area. Most disputes are local and where they
are not, higher levels of government can step in to connect the affected
parties. Further, all crimes happen somewhere, even if by remote control
via the Internet. Local folks know their own area in a way that far off
officials cannot. Laws that work in Manhattan are not always applicable
to sparsely populated rural areas, for example.
Thus, the main function of higher-level legislatures is not to provide most
of a people’s laws, but to provide for how the judicial branch mediates
and reconciles disputes between lower level jurisdictions. It may also
provide standards of weight and measure, common protocols and
standards and other things which, if adopted by lower levels, facilitate
justice, ease of communication and transportation, etc. That is, its main
role is to provide for smooth mediation among lower levels and
coordinate the common defense.
Contrary to this teaching of the Holy Bible, America and most other
countries have seen increasing concentration of power and money at the
highest levels of government. When we break God’s law, we have trouble.
Issues that should be solved, would easily be solved, at the neighborhood
or county level, are debated with much irreconcilable heat in the U.S.
Congress, resulting in laws that do not serve the governed. The result is
an increasing trend towards tyranny.
A Taxing Problem
For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are
ministers of God, attending to this very thing. (Romans 13:6)
The “this very thing” you will recall is the job of praising the righteous
and punishing evildoers. Of course, this is a fairly broad job description,
dealing with everything from shoplifting children to threats of incoming
nuclear warheads. International diplomacy, for example, done honestly
and biblically, can be a great aid to defense by avoiding unnecessary
wars. So we do not want to be overly narrow in our view of allowable
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taxes. Yet, clearly there is a link between the taxes collected and the job
God gave the civil government to do.
Nowhere does the Scripture give an absolute limit on taxes, but consider
when God told Israel what a king would be like when they demanded a
king “like the nations,” that is, an earthly tyrant, not a king who would
rule under God. In so doing, they rejected King Jesus.
So Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who
were asking for a king from him. He said, “These will be the
ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your
sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his
horsemen and to run before his chariots. … He will take the
tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his
officers and to his servants. … He will take the tenth of your
flocks, and you shall be his slaves. And in that day you will
cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for
yourselves, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” (1
Samuel 8:10-18)
So God is treating a 10% tax as a curse. Note that He does not forbid this.
In times of war, for example, very high taxes may be needed. The most
expensive war is the one you lose. This is a good reason to stay out of
wars, not to mention the human cost. The combined rate for all public
expenditures at all levels of government was about 3% of GDP in America
prior to the twentieth century. It is now around 43%.
Yet, what is to keep the government from simply confiscating everything
as a tax? The victims of Communist regimes have suffered essentially
this very thing, whether by things called, “taxes” or otherwise. Thus, we
should return our attention to the civil government’s job description and
the things that are thus supported by taxes. If the government gets
outside of its job description, then excess taxes will be collected. Since
these are not authorized by God, these taxes are stolen from the
taxpayers.
Stop.
We need to interrupt the flow a bit here to make a few very important
points and this is an excellent place to do so. We have complete freedom
of opinion to discuss what law should be. We do not have license to
disobey the law as it is, unless to obey the law would be to disobey God.
This is true, even if the law does not obey God. Pay your taxes honestly,
or face God’s wrath.
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In America, we are always no more than 27 months away from solving
the excessive tax problem. Only the U.S. House of Representatives can
originate spending bills; the House need only refuse to fund enforcement
to de-fang tyrannical laws. Most State legislatures have similar terms. We
can clean out the U.S. and almost all state legislatures on two year cycles.
We can change one third of the senates as well. We do not need a
revolution or civil disobedience. We need godly, informed voters. Also,
many politicians are like diapers; they need to be regularly changed, and
for exactly the same reason. End of Stop.
It is worth looking at some common ways in which taxes are stolen
because there is not any hint of a corresponding job description in the
Holy Bible. Nowhere in the Holy Bible is there anything that gives the civil
government any authority for:
• Laws and programs designed to protect people from their own
foolishness, laziness or carelessness
• Poor relief by taking money out of one person’s pocket and putting
it in another person’s pocket by force
• Subsidies of all kinds, whether to individuals, organizations or
businesses, including those that are marginal or uncompetitive
• Laws and programs designed to regulate anybody’s affairs,
including individuals, organizations and businesses, often in a
preemptive attempt to keep someone from doing “wrong.”
Typically bureaucrats will impose substantial paperwork
requirements designed to force people to show their innocence.
• Taxes designed for social or political change rather than to collect
necessary revenue in a manner as un-invasively as possible
• Foreign aid and all manner of military and non-military programs
to fix problems in places over which God has not given the USA
jurisdiction
• Public education, including K-12 and universities
• Medicaid, Medicare, Social Security, unemployment insurance and
any other “safety-net” program
• “Managing” the economy via the Federal Reserve and other means
This list is not at all complete. Some of these things are not bad in
themselves. They are just not the civil government’s job. Far less is it the
civil government’s job to take money from one taxpayer at gunpoint and
hand it to some more favored party.
Using the same logic we have used before, since God has given civil
governments only limited authority and limited work to do, this implies
limited reasons for taxation and limited levels of taxation. Thus limited
government and limited, reasonable taxes are human and civil rights.
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Busted!
Once a civil government is entrenched and becomes unbearably
tyrannical, does God give us any recourse to fix it? What recourse would
we have, for example, if the U.S. Federal government were to assess taxes
of 80% of whatever you own? How about 95%? When are we able, before
God, to take action, and how? In other words, when do we start the
revolution?
First, let us consider a number of non-revolutionary actions. We can vote
and petition lawmakers. In many cases, gross injustices will arouse
enough opposition to overturn unjust acts. Yet, if you are the lamb voting
with three wolves, you do have a problem.
But God can change wolfish hearts into the hearts of His sheep. Political
action has limited value in reforming abuses and sin when such abuses
and sin are popular. Hence, prayer and evangelism are the only genuine
solution to an electorate consisting of wolves. This point is so simple that
it takes few words and little space. But please do not be misled by the
small space – this is of vital importance. We can not only deliver the
nation of America by prayer and evangelism, but deliver America's people
from the fire of Hell, by God’s power. God is pleased to work through
prayer. We need to also ask God for forgiveness and time to repent.
We desire time to repent, for the wrath of God is upon us. Many of our
problems are not only sins, but God’s judgment upon us. For example,
abortion kills more of our citizens than any other single cause, including
war, automobile wrecks, heart attacks or cancer. We are complete fools if
we think God cannot or will not destroy us like Sodom and Gomorrah. We
richly deserve it.
People can vote with their feet.
When they persecute you in this city, flee to another. For
assuredly, I say to you, you will not have gone through the
cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. (Matthew 10:23)
As a practical matter, most countries welcome tourists freely and will
give tourists much more liberty than natives so long as the tourist keeps
quiet and does not get involved with local politics. This can give time to
decide if fleeing is the right decision, and if so, where to go to try to
settle.
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For if I am an offender, or have committed anything
deserving of death, I do not object to dying; but if there is
nothing in these things of which these men accuse me, no
one can deliver me to them. I appeal to Caesar. (Acts 25:11)
If a civil government does evil, it is other civil rulers who already have the
God-given authority to use the sword against evil. We have seen already
that in normal situations, there is a right of appeal from the ten-family
level all the way up to Moses, so to speak. Likewise, where there is a
constitution, and where it is respected, we should appeal to the
constitution of the appropriate level of government to compel officials to
correct wrongs.
Where needed, higher authorities can also act with force to correct, or
even overthrow and replace wicked rulers. But this can also work in
reverse. Lower level civil officials also have a God-given charge to defend
their citizens against evil, including against evil from higher authorities
who have abandoned the ways of God. There is obvious danger here; civil
war could result. But this gives a body politic a way to act and stand
together in clear conscience without being chargeable with rebellion
against God, provided that their cause is just. As a practical matter,
without overwhelming popular support, such an approach may not be
possible.
As a last resort, the inhabitants of a place may set up their own civil
government. This cannot merely be a band of rebels. This has to be a
genuine civil government which executes justice in civil and criminal
affairs. It should have the consent of the governed, at least of a sizable
number. As above, the resulting civil authority will be able to stand with
the sword against the former government. Of course, the cost of possible
war must be factored into this decision.
In all cases where lesser magistrates rebel against higher authorities or
where a people form a new body politic and government, there is
violation or overthrow of existing law or constitutions. This is always
morally dangerous, not necessarily wrong or inadvisable, but like fire,
such violations are dangerous if poorly managed. To guard against mere
collective sinful rebellion, prideful and ambitious officials and unjust
causes generally, any such actions really do need the support of the local
church. There are examples of this in Scripture. For example, Jeroboam
rebelled against Rehoboam after being anointed by God (1 Kings 11:29) .
Gideon began his campaign against the Midianite overlords after a call
from God (Judges 6:11ff).
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It is extremely difficult to find any truly successful revolutions in all of
history that have resulted, within a reasonable time, in a vibrant and free
nation, rather than tyranny or chaos. It appears that there have been only
two revolutionary wars that have resulted, long term, in a free and
vibrant nation: The Swiss in 1499 and the American in 1776. “War” is
emphasized because in each case, existing civil governments led the
people in war against foreign overlords. These were in no way similar to
the lawless French or Russian revolutions, for example. We do well to be
warned by history.
Under King George III, the British frequently termed the American
Revolutionary War the “Presbyterian War.” They complained of the “Black
Regiment,” the preachers of all denominations who led the American
people spiritually and encouraged them to stand for their God-given
rights. British soldiers routinely trashed churches in response. After the
war, although there was some mob violence against British sympathizers,
as well as the reverse, relationships between the two sides were generally
peaceful. This was in great contrast to the wanton mass slaughters of the
French, Russian, Chinese (under Mao) and other revolutions. While British
treatment of American POWs was horrible, the reverse was not true. It
cannot be doubted that the church in America was crucial to the victory
of the Americans and to American life afterwards. All thanks and praise
be to God.
We thus see a human right for people to form a new body politic when
justice demands it. We also see a human right for people to work with
lesser civil magistrates to resist tyranny imposed from above. These also
imply a right of secession. In the case of secession, it is implied that
existing constitutions have already been violated by the oppressing
party. For otherwise, seceders could, depending on the constitution, 58 be
guilty of oath violation.
Important Nutshell
It would be helpful to recapitulate in compressed fashion how it is that
the Holy Bible gives us the human and civil rights to limited civil
government and limited taxation, both of which are limited by the job
description given in the Holy Bible:
Your boss is King Jesus. You work for Him and under Him. You are
his servant with special duties. Your job is to praise those who are
righteous. King Jesus defines righteousness for you. Your job is also
to punish those who do wickedly. King Jesus tells you what is
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wicked, and what kinds of punishments to use. You will be paid
enough to do this job.
We must all submit graciously to civil governments. This is especially
true because God established civil governments. Those legitimate civil
governments that exist are established by God. They are God’s servants.
To rebel against them is to rebel against God.
We pay taxes because civil authorities deserve their wages and the civil
government needs funds to function. Civil rulers also deserve respect
because of their position as God’s ministers. At the same time, while
submission implies obedience, obedience is not required when to obey
humans is to disobey God.
“You shall not murder.” Under this commandment is a command against
manstealing. For a busybody to butt into another’s affairs is a lesser form
of manstealing as the effect is to steal a person’s liberty. The Holy Bible
condemns busybodies. This creates a general human right to be left in
peace by others. God has ordained civil governments to defend our right
to be left in peace. Where we violate the rights of others, civil government
has specific authority, against our general rights, to bring us to justice
and punish us. God tells us what crimes are to be punished by civil
authorities and the type of punishment to use.
Since all authority comes from God, civil authorities have only limited
authority where specifically granted by God. All other exertion of
spurious authority is a violation of our general human right to be left in
peace. Thus, valid civil government is necessarily limited. Since the
functions of valid civil government are limited, so are the taxes needed to
pay for it.
This chapter has been admittedly quite long. Later chapters will deal with
other issues involving civil government as well. This extended treatment
does not imply that civil government should be a large part of normal life
affairs. Rather, the large amount of attention given to civil government is
due to that fact that civil government in America (and most other places)
is bloated, oppressive and a major violator of human rights.
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Chapter 12 – The Right to Serve Jesus Christ
“You shall have no other gods before me.” (Exodus 20:3)
We have uncovered a large number of human rights in the process of
examining the major foundation stones of human rights:
1. The truth of the Holy Bible
2. God as Creator of the universe in all of its details
3. The Gospel of Jesus Christ
4. The mediatorial kingship of Jesus Christ
We have seen that people have a general human right to be left in peace
without undue outside interference. Strictly speaking, that is sufficient.
However, since defending specific human rights can be difficult, we have
higher, more secure and more advantageous ground upon which to fight
when we can prove specific human rights from the Word of God.
Since the foundational study is complete, the remaining specific human
rights to be discussed will be organized generally according to the Ten
Commandments; after all, it is God’s commands that create human
rights. Nonetheless, there are a few specific human rights, which though
they may logically fall under other Commandments, are of fundamental
importance and undergird other rights. These are therefore discussed in
this chapter. This choice is not inappropriate to this Commandment; all
sin comes from putting some idol before God’s face.
Additionally, it is important to understand that the specific human rights
discussed in this book are only a small fraction of the human rights
which Almighty God, in His mercy and grace, has conferred upon us.
Some of the specific rights discussed are foundational or fill important
gaps. Others are matters of current controversy and interest. All
exemplify and illustrate how all human rights come from God and His
Holy Bible. Note that while the explicated human rights are organized
under the Ten Commandments, no attempt at all is made to fully explain
the Commandments themselves.
Freedom of Speech
We have shown liberty of conscience and opinion directly from the Holy
Bible already. Now consider the following passages:
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“You have multiplied, O Lord my God, your wondrous deeds
and your thoughts toward us; none can compare with you! I
will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can be
told.” (Psalm 40:5)
“Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but
instead expose them.” (Ephesians 5:11, See also Isaiah 12:4,
Matthew 18:15, Mark 3:14)
There are many occasions in the Holy Bible where God commands His
people in various situations to speak particular messages both privately
and publicly. To try to isolate some kind of “allowable speech” from the
Bible would be both silly and against the spirit of the Holy Bible, which is
a body of teaching to the heart. Thus, since God has commanded us to
speak in various circumstances, we have the right to free speech. From
this also follows a right to information transfer generally.
The rights of liberty of conscience and opinion also help define for us the
nature of the right to free speech. Clearly, speech which God forbids,
such as coarse jesting, lying, gossip, blasphemy and slander cannot be
included within the right to freedom of speech.
The culture of the Bible was largely oral, but also distinctly literate. Since
literacy was not universal, and because the default mode of human
communication is oral, God gave us many commands involving
communication in a form that assumed oral communication.
We have considered this before, but illustrate the point, let us review:
If you meet your enemy’s ox or his donkey going astray, you
shall bring it back to him. (Exodus 23:4)
This verse most certainly applies to camels, rolling farm wagons, drifting
boats or drifting spaceships. Hence, the biblical right to free speech must
include all media of communication, oral, written or artistic, etc., as well
as private, public, printed, broadcast, Internet, etc. It must include all
morally (according to Scripture) allowable content as well.
Combined with the right to privacy (Chapter 20), we must also
understand that private communication and information use, including
encryption and steganography59 are also human rights. We may thus state
that the Holy Bible grants a general human right to freedom of
communication and information use.
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Now this seems pretty simple and obvious. Yes, it is simple; God does not
use His Holy Bible to try to make things hard for us. Yes, it is obvious.
For:
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; (Psalm
19:7)
But this simple human right is way too complicated for tyrants to
understand since their foolish hearts have been darkened, and it is by no
means a settled issue. Some countries are notorious for violating this
human right, but even America has problems. In the time frame of 19931994, the US Federal government attempted to mandate that all
encryption be done with special electronic chips to which the US Federal
government would hold keys for possible decryption by Federal snoops.
This was discarded, thanks be to God.
At the present time, the United States Customs has the right to inspect
any laptop computer, including taking it out of your sight and copying its
contents. It is not known whether they might also install spyware.
There is serious talk as of this writing in the American Congress and
White House about reinstating the so-called “Fairness Doctrine.” This is a
means of forcing broadcasters to give equal time to “both sides.”
Presumably some bureaucrat will define the “sides.”
Freedom of Association, Assembly and Travel
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day
drawing near. (Hebrews 10:25, See also Leviticus 23:2)
Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets; therefore do
not associate with a simple babbler. (Proverbs 20:19, See also
1 Corinthians 5:11)
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but
associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.
(Romans 12:16)
Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what
partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what
fellowship has light with darkness? (2 Corinthians 6:14, See
also Proverbs 13:20)
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In the Holy Bible, God gives us many commands regarding our
associations with other people. Some of those pertain directly to with
whom we must or must not associate. There is therefore a human right to
freedom of association. Again, as with the right of free speech, there is no
way to isolate this into a group of particular authorized and
unauthorized associations; the human right of freedom of association
must be general.
Further, freedom of association necessarily implies freedom of assembly.
This is in addition to various times God commands us to assemble
together for worship or other reasons. There is thus a human right of
freedom of assembly derived by logical necessity from the Holy Bible.
Further yet, it is not physically possible for people to associate or
assemble unless they can travel. It thus follows that there is a human
right of freedom of travel derived by logical necessity from the Holy
Bible. This right of freedom of travel does not preclude nations from
exercising reasonable control over incoming travelers to protect against
intruders, criminals or invaders.
The Right to Serve Jesus Christ and Him Alone
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for
men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the
inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.
(Colossians 3:23-24, See also Deuteronomy 6:5, Exodus 23:24,
Exodus 20:3)
Because God has commanded us to have no other gods and to love and
serve Him, it is a human right to love and serve God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. This subchapter is titled, “The Right to Serve Jesus Christ,” to
continue to pound home the point that he who does not have the Son
does not have the Father. Traditional American polytheism is not
acceptable.
We saw earlier that the civil magistrate, because he is a special minister
of King Jesus Christ, would be a traitor to support any other god. Since
all authority comes from God, the civil ruler may only defend the rights
of Jesus Christ, not any other so-called god. The first Commandment
strengthens this even more. Yet, not only is the civil authority
constrained, but so are all other authorities.
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Scripture teaches a general right of parents to raise their children.
Parents are required to raise their children in the fear and admonition of
the Lord. The wife is to submit to her husband. Yet, here we have a
specific human right that overrides all general rights. No husband or
father has any right to interfere in any way with a wife’s or child’s
worship and service to Almighty God. And no mother has any right to
interfere in any way with a child’s worship and service to Almighty God.
Now this does not mean that a child has the right to sing, “Amazing
Grace,” feeding a large guitar amp at 3:00 A.M. But neither may one pull
such tricks as family shopping trips on Sunday morning to keep a child
out of worship. God will have something to say to such human rights
violators.
Now, this is America. So do Jews, Muslims, Buddhists and idol worshipers
all have the same right? No. Now certainly everybody has liberty of
conscience and opinion. But suppose a child professes to be a Muslim (or
of any other religion)? Does a Christian father have the right to bring him,
kicking and screaming to church? Yes. God commanded that father to
bring up his child in the fear and admonition of the Lord. Does a
Buddhist father have a right to bring a Christian child to the temple
kicking and screaming? No. The rights of King Jesus stomp all other
rights.
Parents do have a general right to raise their children as they see fit. The
civil government does not have the right to butt in on each Muslim or
Buddhist household and interview each child, checking for Christians
who are oppressed. There is no warrant for such busybody interference.
But what if a Christian child, kept from the worship of Jesus Christ by a
Shintoist (or atheist or whatever) father, sneaks out of school, marches
up to a judge and presents his case: “Your honor, please make my father
allow me to worship Jesus on Sunday morning. I have begged my father
respectfully and repeatedly, but he won’t let me do it.” The Judge, a
minister of King Jesus, can do no other than honor the child’s God-given
right to worship Him60. This is why God gave us civil rulers – so that
those whose human rights have been violated can obtain relief and
justice. This case is little different from that of a child or wife who would
seek relief from wanton beatings.
Of course, this is a simplified scenario; there must be hearings and due
process, the intent, maturity and age of the child must be considered,
and so on. However, even if for some reason the child’s right cannot be
enforced, the right does not thereby vanish.

110

Does a Hindu child of a Christian parent have the same right to civil relief
so that he may to go to the temple. No. Is there any human right to
worship or serve false gods? No. However, all people have a general
human right to be left in peace. There is no warrant to send busybodies
around checking up on people.
There shall be one law for the native and for the stranger
who sojourns among you. (Exodus 12:49, See also Leviticus
19:34)
It cannot possibly be imagined that all strangers (visitors from foreign
lands) all instantly converted to the worship of Almighty God the
moment they set foot across the border into ancient Israel. They were to
be left in peace and even loved. Their pagan beliefs did not deprive them
of their rights. This did not give them leave to practice all of those beliefs
however.
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Chapter 13 – The Right to Worship Jesus Christ
You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the
Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth
generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast
love to thousands of those who love me and keep my
commandments. (Exodus 20:4-6)
The Right to Worship The King
God is quite particular about how He is worshipped.
Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his
censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered
unauthorized fire before the Lord, which he had not
commanded them. And fire came out from before the Lord
and consumed them, and they died before the Lord.
(Leviticus 10:1-2)
God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in
spirit and truth. (John 4:24)
Since God commands His worship, there is a human right to worship
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit according to the commands of the Holy
Bible.
Separation of Church and State Revisited
Since God commands His worship and forbids pagan worship, this might
tempt civil officials who happen to be in one Christian denomination to
use their personal understanding of God’s Word to presume to order
changes to the worship, work, life or ministry of another Christian
denomination. This is not an idle issue. Wars have been fought over the
format of the Sabbath worship service, for example. Because of its
importance to human rights, the matter of separation of church and state
deserves further attention now that the foundation of the mediatorial
kingship of Jesus Christ has been laid.
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Interference by the state in church affairs violates liberty of conscience,
opinion and belief. Further, King Jesus has set His servants in particular
areas of specific authority in His kingdom. There is no warrant in
Scripture for civil authorities to interfere with the business of the church.
Even Kings David and Solomon, when preparing and building the Temple,
did so only as directed by the prophets. In the New Testament, the record
is entirely one of churches being planted and operated under her own
elders and apostles.
There also exists the opposite error. Even to this day, many countries
have established churches. By “established” is meant that the churches
are officially sanctioned by the civil authorities, and typically are
supported by tax money.
To the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel for an
inheritance, in return for their service that they do, their
service in the tent of meeting, (Numbers 18:21, See also
Deuteronomy 12:11)61
God has given tithes and offerings to churches for their support. There is
no warrant in Scripture for any civil state to establish, or to use tax
money, to support any particular church or denomination.
Historically, civil authorities have even sometimes compelled people to
attend church worship by force of law. This is also wrong. Blasphemy
against God is a crime; however heresy, an expression of disbelief in what
God teaches, is not a crime. It is a sin, but not a crime. Belief, or trust in
God can only come from the heart. Therefore, it is not only wrong, but
absurd, for the civil authorities to compel anyone to attend any church.
Failure to understand this distinction has historically been the source of
many human rights violations.
Churches, and their members therefore have the human right to be free
from state interference in church affairs, and also have the right to be
free from favoritism by the civil government, as in state established
denominations.
Although the idea of church control over the state seems remote in
contemporary America, the history of the middle ages shows that
churchmen sometimes transgress their God-given sphere of authority as
well. But God has given no warrant in Scripture for the church to bear the
sword, or to exercise temporal power over the civil authorities. In this
case as well, it is an understanding of the mediatorial kingship of Christ
that demonstrates that citizens of any body politic have the human right
to be free of church control over their civil government.
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Traditionally Wrong
There is yet another matter to consider. The Westminster Confession of
Faith, in the chapter, “On the Civil Magistrate,” teaches that the civil ruler
has some authority over the church and its worship. Other confessions
and creeds from the Reformation era teach likewise. These same creeds
are held dear by many Christians today. How is it that in the midst of
such beloved and magnificent creeds and confessions which otherwise
expound upon the Holy Bible so well, that we find this error?
Since some Christians even today wrongly believe that the state should
financially support the church or have authority over the church and its
worship62, and because on this matter this book contradicts otherwise
valuable, godly, beloved and biblically accurate confessions and creeds, a
word of explanation is in order.
A little history will help us. From the time of Constantine (converted 326
A.D.), there were continual struggles between civil authorities and church
authorities over control of the institutional church and institutional state.
Kings set up and deposed bishops, and popes set up and deposed civil
rulers. Kings and other civil rulers became “Defenders of the Faith,”
required to use force of law to suppress religious “crimes,” including
heresy. Disagreement with the party line was seen as threatening to the
powers that be, both civil and religious. It was out of this culture that the
Protestant Reformation came.
Much of the impetus for the current separation of institutional church
and institutional state came from the diversity of denominations in
America, many of which had histories of enduring persecution by other
denominations, especially established churches. Although most American
States had established churches when the U.S. Constitution was ratified,
all States disestablished63 their churches in the nineteenth century. What
took so long?
In the ancient Near East, oil lamps were very simple. They were like an
ashtray or deep saucer, except at one point, the pottery clay edge was
pinched together a little to hold the wick. The flammable oil was free to
slosh around, incinerate things in the house, etc. They were made like
this for over a thousand years. Only when trade with the Greeks brought
in the Greek designs, did this change. The Greek lamps had a top over
them with a hole in the middle into which you could pour oil. The wick
slot became a wick hole. Local potters quickly copied the design. What
took so long? In our modern world of rapid technological innovation, it is
difficult to appreciate the power of tradition and unquestioned
assumptions.
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Likewise, with a long tradition of one and a half thousand years of civil
powers using force to suppress heresy and support churches, it has taken
some time to overcome this inertia. That is why Reformation era creeds
are in error on this matter.
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Chapter 14 – The Right to Constitutional Government
“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain,
for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name
in vain.” (Exodus 20:7)
Oaths, Covenants and Faithfulness
This commandment usually calls to mind certain blasphemous curse
words. But there are other ways one can take the Lord’s name in vain.
“Vain” means uselessly, lacking substance or without effect. For example,
if you call yourself a “Christian,” but do not live for Christ, then you are
taking Christ’s name in vain.
Another way to take God’s name in vain is to swear or vow falsely by
God, or in God’s name, a serious matter. In fact, the crime of perjury is
violating one’s oath (vow) to tell the truth. Thus, violations of marriage
vows, for example, are taking God’s name in vain. A lesser offense under
this head is to violate one’s given word, contract or agreement, even
when it is not secured by an oath in God’s name.
A great deal has been written about the “social compact”, the “civil
compact” and other such terms to refer to formal or informal agreements
that initiate or govern a civil society. Nearly all of it originates from
unbiblical viewpoints. Let us therefore see what God has to say about
civil constitutions.
Civil Constitutions
Let us consider for a moment what happens when a group of people have
occasion to form a body politic. It immediately follows that they must
establish a civil government. God requires this. This government will be
both an ordinance of God (Romans 13:1) and an ordinance of man (1
Peter 2:13). So how does a people, who are obedient to God, do this thing
which is both an ordinance of man and an ordinance of God?
In great contrast to most modern conceptions of civil affairs, it only
makes sense that just as God created man in His own image, so human
laws and human constitutions need to be in the image of the Holy Bible.
In other words, human constitutions and laws must reflect and
implement the law of God, using principles taught in Scripture.
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Just as God gave to us written law in His Holy Bible, so human law must
also be written. Common sense also gives a lot of practical reasons for
this as well. Unwritten law is a tool of tyrants. By way of example, the Law
of Moses, in addition to being Divine Revelation, served as ancient Israel’s
written constitution, though very little was said about the form of the
civil government.
That human law must be in the image of God’s law falls right in line with
the fact that civil rulers are ministers of King Jesus. Law, on earth,
represents the practical implementation of law in Heaven. No human
legislator is entitled to pass a law that says, “You may steal.” Rather, the
purpose of the human legislator is to pass laws that bring valid
applications of God’s Word to a particular time, place and culture, e.g.,
“Software piracy is stealing. God forbids stealing. So if you pirate
software, you must pay restitution.”
In the same way, the constitutional framework that establishes a
particular form of government must also be in the image of God’s Holy
Bible. So how does the new body politic draft a constitution? This, after
all, is one of their first tasks. Obviously, it must set forth the form of the
new government. Such details as legislative bodies, judicial bodies,
elections, officers and terms of office are important. Wisdom must
dictate the balance between too much detail which might be too
restrictive as the new republic’s needs change and too little detail which
would give free run to tyrants.
God’s Word is immutable. It will never change. From this, it seems
reasonable that a constitution should be at least difficult to change, but
not too difficult. Of course, it needs to be practical and possible to
implement. Again, wisdom must guide these things for God gives no
commands concerning forms of government.
Whatever the framework, it must place civil officials in jobs that fit the
job description of civil government that God gives us for ministers of
Christ the King. Further, the constitution needs to provide for means to
control the natural sinful nature of man against his fellow man.
Government offices naturally attract busybodies and people with power
lust. This problem mandates some means of checks and balances. Since
government needs to be local and accessible, provision must be made for
multiple levels of government.
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Yes, Lord Jesus!
Yet, this is not enough. What is described above is a technical document,
an instruction sheet. When an officer commands a soldier, the soldier (in
the American army) says, “Yes, Sir.” and proceeds to do the command.
Having commands from King Jesus, should we not respond, “Yes, Lord
Jesus”?
As an example of this, in Joshua 24, Joshua, speaking prophetically,
recounts for the Israelites the history of God’s mighty works in bringing
them out of Egypt, through the wilderness for a time, thence to the
Promised Land. You should read this chapter now. The following dialog
then ensued:
“Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and
in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served
beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. And if it is
evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you
will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region
beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land
you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord.” Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we
should forsake the Lord to serve other gods, … But Joshua
said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord, for he
is a holy God. … And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we
will serve the Lord.” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are
witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord,
to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” … So
Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and put in
place statutes and rules for them at Shechem. And Joshua
wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God. … (Joshua
24:14-26)
In the first two sentences, we see a command from God – a summary
command encompassing all of God’s law. Later we see the people
agreeing to obey God. This is an example of a “covenant renewal.” The
covenant that the prophet Joshua made was a renewal of the covenant at
Sinai. The people are basically responding to God and saying, “Yes, God!”
in response to God’s commands.
Imagine you get the following email from your boss: “Tell your people to
get the lab cleaned up today.” Now you have a problem. Did your boss
poke his head in the door just after someone dropped a Petri dish of very
smelly culture? Or is it just a bit too messy? Or are important visitors
going to tour the lab tomorrow? What you need to know is the boss’s
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reason so as to best obey him. You need to know the purpose and goal of
your work in order to do it well. In the same way, a constitution must
declare its purpose and goal as well. A constitution that does not
explicitly acknowledge Jesus Christ to be the head of the body politic and
enjoin all officials to act as His special ministers will be open to misuse
and misinterpretation. After all, a civil government is God’s minister.
Thus, a civil constitution must acknowledge this fact. It is also a way of
telling King Jesus, “Yes, Lord Jesus!”
Even now, there is still a problem; many of Satan’s servants will be lying
awake at night trying to figure out how to get around the constitution by
coming up with devious interpretations. Inevitably, any constitution will
be imperfect, because humans are sinful and imperfect. Thus, there is
potential that the devil’s servants could successfully pit the constitution
against God’s law. But, if the constitution is, or contains, an oath by the
body politic to obey God and honor His Word, then such devious
interpretations can be thrown out of court as against the intent and
purpose of the constitution. It would also be helpful to include a short,
simple creed or statement of faith common to all believers in Jesus
Christ.
Thus, a good constitution will have at least five parts, which may be
combined:
1. It will be, or contain, a covenant publicly acknowledging Jesus
Christ as the King of the body politic.
2. It will contain a promise, by the body politic, to obey King Jesus. It
will say, “Yes, God!” in response to His holy Word.
3. It will stipulate the Holy Bible as the ultimate authority in civil
government.
4. It will establish the form of the civil government for the body
politic.
5. It will provide for careful changes to the constitution to fit
changing needs and times. It would be well to make 1 – 3 above not
subject to change.
The Holy Bible does not explicitly command that a body politic have a
constitution. There may be other ways of obeying God in the
establishment of a civil government over a body politic and covenanting
with King Jesus. But there are many examples in the Holy Bible where
God’s people covenant with their Creator. God Himself gave Israel such a
covenant on Mount Sinai. We will do well to heed these examples which
were written for our instruction. It is also a great lesson of history that
where there is not a constitution that puts the civil authorities under
higher law, there is tyranny. We have also seen right here in America that
a constitution that does not acknowledge Jesus Christ and His Word can

119

be interpreted in some pretty strange ways. There is a human right to live
under constitutional government that is submitted to Jesus Christ, the
King.
Dirty Tricks
In light of what Scripture teaches, the constitutions of most bodies politic
obviously fall short. This raises two important questions. First, how
should Christians respond? Most constitutions do provide for
amendment. Christians should work for change when it is politically
feasible. Even when not politically feasible, there is educational value in
putting some effort into proposing amendments.
Second, is such a defective constitution valid? This is no idle question.
We must obey civil authorities (Romans 13); may we, respectfully, in good
conscience before God, refuse to obey detrimental, unconstitutional laws?
There are three related stories in the Holy Bible that, put together, shed
great and definitive light on this question. God Himself has testified to us
with great wonders and miracles. These stories are well worth reading to
refresh your memory.
First, recall the story in Joshua 9 about a dirty trick. The Israelites were
beginning to enter and invade the Promised Land at the command of God
to drive out the inhabitants of the land. Of course most would not leave,
so there were battles. Israel was winning battles left and right and the
Hivites (part of the Amorite people) were running scared; their land was
right smack in the middle of the Promised Land. So they pulled a dirty
trick. They wore old clothes and took crumbly old bread and pretended
to be from very far away. They asked to make a covenant with Israel so
that Israel would let them live. Joshua did so and three days later the lie
was found out. Joshua did punish them for their dirty trick by making a
portion of them servants at hard labor to which the Hivites humbly
agreed.
The second story is in Joshua 10. One of the cities of the Hivites was
Gibeon, and it was a major city. Its defection to Israel scared an alliance
of some of the kings of the land into attacking Gibeon. Joshua led the
Israelites to the defense of the Gibeonites, and God gave them victory.
More than that, God stopped the very sun such that it did not set for a
whole day64 so Israel could finish mopping up the enemy forces. Thus, it
cannot be doubted that in spite of the dirty trick, God was defending the
Gibeonites. Israel had covenanted with the Gibeonites (and other Hivites).
Joshua was not about to take God’s name in vain by oath breaking, and
neither did God expect oath breaking. Rather, God upheld the rights of
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the Gibeonites, in spite of their earlier fraud, with a major miracle.
Moreover, about 400 years later, God did something else to defend the
Gibeonites and their covenant that, at first glance, may seem astonishing.
Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years,
year after year. And David sought the face of the Lord. And
the Lord said, “There is bloodguilt on Saul and on his house,
because he put the Gibeonites to death.” (2 Samuel 21:1)
The Bible does not record the event of Saul slaying the Gibeonites. But
the famine was after David had been reigning over all Israel in the place
of Saul at least 10 years after Saul’s death. David called the Gibeonites,
and at their request, gave over to the Gibeonites seven sons of Saul. 65
After they were hanged and buried, God ended the famine.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
(Isaiah 55:9)
Clearly, God takes civil covenants seriously. So, yes, until a defective
constitution can be amended, it must be obeyed when doing so is not
disobedience against God. It works the other way also. A law or order by
a civil official against a constitution is of no moral effect and one is not
required to comply. Of course, it must be determined if it is worth the
legal battle that may ensue.

Willful Blindness
To review: Any form of government must be structured to compel the
government to do the job King Jesus gave to His ministers. It must be
structured to defend citizens from the inevitable power lust and sin
present in civil officials. However, it remains to look at some particular
areas of concern in the design of any form of civil government.
In recent years, far more than natural disasters, defective civil
governments have beyond any doubt created more human suffering on
earth than any other single cause. In some cases, evil tyrants have
slaughtered millions of people and caused immense suffering by
targeting certain groups of people for cruel treatment. All wars are also
caused by bad civil governments. Even if a war be just, it is just, by
definition, for only the side which is offended. Close on the heels of these
causes is the amount of poverty and suffering caused by official
corruption, “legal” and illegal. The dominant form of corruption is
bribery and extortion.
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You shall not pervert justice. You shall not show partiality,
and you shall not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes
of the wise and subverts the cause of the righteous.
(Deuteronomy 16:19, See also Exodus 23:8, Deuteronomy
10:17)
Even in America this is a serious problem. Big city governments seem to
be especially plagued by outright bribery and extortion. (Bribery is when
someone offers a gift to an official. Extortion is when an official demands
a “gift”.) Bribery violently destroys the basic human right to impartial
justice and equal access to civil government.
In fact, the single biggest factor that keeps poor countries poor is official
corruption. A major reason for this is that poor countries have cheap
labor. Businesses that would wish to take advantage of this inexpensive
labor, and so bring capital, education and training into the country, do
not do so for fear of losing their investment. The poor thus do not earn
the wages or learn the skills they would otherwise be able to achieve.
Bribery and extortion are a large part of corruption; another large part is
outright official theft, typically called “nationalization.” Indigenous
businesses cannot thrive for the same reason. Corruption is a leaded
glass ceiling that weighs down on the poor. It is a foul poison that
prevents relief efforts from having full effect, eviscerating long term
efforts to lift people out of poverty.
For I know how many are your transgressions and how great
are your sins— you who afflict the righteous, who take a
bribe, and turn aside the needy in the gate. (Amos 5:12)
The Founding Fathers of America recognized this problem. They thus set
salaries of judges and other officials high enough that, if at all prudent,
they need not be pressed financially and thus more tempted to direct
bribery. However, indirect bribery is such an enormous and pervasive
problem in America that mere words fail to describe it. A good part of
the reason is that America is coming closer to a pure, godless democracy
– Three wolves and a lamb voting on what to have for lunch. The wolves
have been getting their taste of mutton and are wanting more. There are
two major types of indirect bribery in America and both are evil.
First, there is the matter of campaign contributions to public officials. We
all know how the system works. Parties from individual voters to large
organizations and corporations shovel money into candidates’ campaign
funds. Sometimes organizations give to both sides of a race. Candidates
need this cash because history has shown that the more they spend, the
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more votes they generally get. Of course, politicians want to get elected
and re-elected, so they are solicitous towards the interests of those who
give generously to their campaigns.
Greatly magnifying this problem is the fact that political campaigns cater
to the suckers voters. The voters want touchy-feely content-less
advertising that looks and sounds nice. So they get it. Have you noticed
that political advertisements seldom give a candidate’s party any more?
How many ads have you seen where only a candidate’s name and picture
appears with perhaps some vague slogan? Candidates avoid the issues if
at all possible.
The effective result of the combination of these two problems is
institutionalized bribery. In recognition of this, laws have been passed
regulating campaign financing in an attempt to stem the flood or even
out the playing field. The effect has been somewhat like using a squirt
pistol on a house fire. These laws actually violate constitutional and
human rights of free speech, press, association, assembly, etc. Since civil
rulers are ministers of King Jesus, it must follow that the work God gave
them to do is good and worthwhile. For people, especially believers in
Jesus Christ, to assist civil rulers and become involved at all levels of the
political process is therefore a good thing; citizen involvement in
campaigns, monetary or otherwise, must not be outlawed. Elected
officials also need grace and wisdom from God to avoid being swayed by
those who help their campaigns.
This particular problem of institutionalized bribery actually does have a
very simple solution. If Americans, the heirs of patriots who shed their
blood for us, would only do a little work, educate themselves, vote on the
issues and ignore the male bovine snowstorm, this would not be such a
problem. Politicians would not waste so much campaign money on the
snowstorm but would concentrate, by voter demand, on addressing the
issues, a situation that would greatly reduce the potential bribery value of
campaign contributions.
The other problem is far worse: vote buying. Sometimes this happens
very directly. People are literally paid by the city machine 66 to vote. But
that is a very small part of the problem. At all levels of American
governments, politicians buy votes by giving small and large special
interest groups money, projects, jobs, welfare, anything. Of course, these
are funded by grabbing money out of other taxpayer’s pockets.
Sometimes these projects are perfectly legit and needed, but even these
tend to be heavily tainted by the voter bribery aspect. Most of the time,
these voter bribes do not at all fall in line with the job description of a
minister of King Jesus. The situation in American politics has
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degenerated to the point where the typical American taxpayer is half wolf
and half sheep. The politicians are the teeth, and all of the taxpayers are
bleeding heavily. This is largely due to the raw greed of the American
people.
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to
the interests of others. (Philippians 2:4)
For they all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus
Christ. (Philippians 2:21)
Unjust Gain
And you shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the clearsighted and subverts the cause of those who are in the right.
(Exodus 23:8)
It is important that civil governments do not benefit from any fines or
restitution. The civil government must transfer such restitution only to
victims lest civil officials and institutions be corrupted. Restitution of
actual court costs also seems reasonable. But there must be no profit to
the courts or the rest of the government.
Violations of this basic principle of justice has been a problem in America
and the problem is only increasing. Police departments enrich themselves
with seized cash, automobiles and other property. There is little, if any
due process. Not all of it comes from criminals, and innocent victims can
have great difficulty getting their money or property back. For another
example, consider the role of traffic fines on city and state budgets.
The Availability of Law
Whatever form of government a people may choose, it must be designed
in such a way as to do God’s work with justice. But there are a few things
which, if not done, destroy justice.
First, the law must be written, available, understandable and doable. Just
as God wrote for us His law, so that it is fixed and sure as to its text, so
must human laws be written and available. Just as God’s law is plain and
clear where God requires specific duties of us, so must the laws written
by His ministers also be plain and clear. Neither may civil laws require of
us what we cannot do. These are human rights which flow out of the
simple fact that civil rulers are God’s ministers.
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Yet, in America, we violate these requirements in several ways. First,
while many laws and regulations are published and available on the
Internet, they are frequently unreadable by non-lawyers. Further, the
sheer volume of laws makes the law basically unknowable. Yes, we can
know some of it, but it is humanly impossible for any of us to know all of
what the law requires of us. Congressmen do not even read very many of
the bills they pass. How do they expect the rest of us to know the law?
Yet the volume of statute law is far smaller than the volume of court
cases which set precedents. The volume of regulations issued by
bureaucrats in regulatory agencies is far greater yet. Small businessmen
and others are continually being surprised by laws and regulations they
did not even know existed. In effect, it is as if the law were no longer
written, for it has been so obscured by its enormous size. The situation is
so bad that often even regulatory agencies cannot tell businessmen what
the regulations require!
Because of the enormous volume of laws and regulations, in every field,
especially those heavily regulated, regulations and laws are routinely
knowingly broken even where they are known. Much commerce and other
beneficial activity would simply halt or be hampered if this were not the
case. This attitude destroys respect for law and order generally. Also, if a
bureaucrat decides he does not like a person or business, that bureaucrat
will inevitably find something “wrong.” Justice thus becomes arbitrary.
The Curse of the Pharisees
This problem of bloated bodies of law and regulations is, itself, a
symptom of a deeper problem: American law is basically pharisaic. That
is, American law tries to define in precise detail everything that is
compulsory or forbidden. It comes close to putting everything in one
category or the other. Of course, care is needed to avoid the opposite
error: Vague and general laws are an instrument of tyranny. For then the
law is whatever the police and judges want it to be.
Yet, we have swung far past the point where the law is well defined
enough for common-sense use. Here is an example. Imagine you tell your
little boy he cannot eat any cookies out of the cookie jar. So, future
lawyer that he is, he takes some cookies out of the jar, puts them on the
shelf and leaves the kitchen. Half a minute later, he goes in the kitchen,
grabs them from the shelf and chomps away.
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His defense is that the cookies were not in the jar and that you had not
forbidden him to move cookies from the jar to the shelf. So they were fair
game. Now do you make a new set of rules, or do you administer a well
deserved spanking?
Criminals are servants of that serpent which is “crafty above all beasts.”
It is not even possible to write rules or laws covering every sneaky trick
possible. As a direct consequence, judges and juries must have the liberty
to apply common sense without creating legal precedents. Pharisaic and
clever excuses must be laughed out of court, for otherwise justice is not
served and human rights are violated.
This is a good context in which to mention the concept of Jury
Nullification. In some jurisdictions, the jury has the right to refuse to
convict or refuse to find for the plaintiff in cases where the combination
of law and the circumstances of the case would result in an injustice.
Jealous of their power, judges and attorneys rarely tell jurors of this
right. But if you are ever a juror, check the law beforehand. In some
states, there is a difference between civil and criminal cases. If
nullification is legal, you can tell your fellow jurors. Still, God commands
justice. So are you going to obey God or man? Even if jury nullification is
technically illegal, this nullification has historically been a large part of
the reason for juries. So if the occasion arises, vote to acquit without
mentioning nullification. Juries in America are a major bulwark of liberty
and human rights. You must obey God rather than man.

Slamming Slammers
Let us review the punishments we saw from the Law of Moses:
• (City of Refuge)
• Cut off hand
• Death
• Eye for eye
• Fine
• Flogging
• Manumission
• Ransom paid to victim to avoid corporal punishment
• Restitution
• Shotgun marriage
Where in that list is “prison”?
Then they also will answer, saying, “Lord, when did we see
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
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prison, and did not minister to you?” (Matthew 25:44,
emphasis mine, See also Psalm 68:6, Psalm 69:33, Isaiah 61:1,
Hebrews 13:3)
In all teachings in the Holy Bible, prisoners are objects of mercy and pity.
In all cases, prisoners are classed with those in need. There is absolutely
no warrant in the Holy Bible to lock up creatures made in God’s image
into cages like animals as punishment. While not all prisoners were
criminals, many, if not most, were. See for example Acts 16:27, where
God released the bonds of all of the prisoners. He has given us a short
list of acceptable punishments. We have no warrant for creative tortures
as has been common in history. The use of prisons as punishment is a
sin. We are only allowed to hold suspects in jail awaiting a speedy trial
(Numbers 15:34). Each person has a right to receive only those
punishments which God Himself has allowed for his crime. Biblical
punishments are a human right.
Prisons not only are schools for crime, but they make it difficult for a
prisoner to re-enter society. Worse, families of prisoners also suffer from
loss of a parent to a cage. But these are pragmatic arguments; they are
given to show that we are not smarter than God after all.
By direct necessary implication, freedom from torture is a human right.
Torture is sin. There is never an excuse for torture. God never allows it
anywhere for any reason. Now let us take the far-out excuse of a terrorist
who knows where the atomic bomb is hidden. Are we going to trust God
and obey Him who made supernovas, or not?
Not all torture occurs in dungeons. Some of it masquerades as
“treatment.” There is the persistent idea among many that criminals
commit crimes because they are mentally ill. This belief stems from the
idea that there is no God, thus there is no sin. If mankind is basically
good, then the man is sick and must be treated. The result is that some
convicts are also being forced to undergo “treatment” which may far
exceed the term of the sentence.
Protected Stupidity
Laws, regulations and programs designed to protect individuals from the
consequences of their own behavior violate human rights for multiple
reasons. First, they violate God’s law respecting individual responsibility.
Second, these laws directly violate the command against busybodies;
there is no place in the Holy Bible giving civil government the authority to
punish people for harming themselves. Third, such laws also violate

127

God’s specific ordinance for taxes, paying for such activity with taxes it
has no right to collect for this is not an activity that is part of the civil
government’s job description.
Only where there is harm, for example, to God’s holy Name, or to another
human is there punishment. When someone does not take adequate care
of himself, this failure is its own punishment.
Yet, in America, governments spend enormous sums treating us like
babies and stomping on our liberties in the process. Laws requiring
bikers to wear helmets are a case in point. Many bikers do not wish to
wear helmets. If the biker is wrong, it is his own head; he is responsible
before God for his own life and health. With responsibility comes
authority; the biker should be allowed to make his own choices. The same
applies to seat belts and child seats. Do we really want to jail or fine a
mother because a baby’s older sibling changes a diaper in the car?
It may well be that the “War on Drugs” is both the most flagrant violation
and best example of this class of “you must protect yourself” laws. Please
do not misunderstand: Drunkenness, and by extension, any chemical high
for recreational purposes is a sin against Almighty God.
“And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but
be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18)
Yet, the Scripture stipulates no civil punishment for drunkenness. All real
crimes are sins. Not all sins are crimes. As of this writing, Mexico is in
danger of being destabilized by drug gangs. National parks have become
dangerous due to drug gangs using them to grow marijuana. America has
spent billions on the War on Drugs with next to nothing to show for it;
drugs of all kinds are freely available. Another consequence of this is that
there is a legal monopoly that pharmacies and physicians have on the
dispensing of many useful medicines, driving up the cost.
Now someone will say, “Don’t we have to protect people from harm?” No.
People have to protect themselves from harm. God has not given any
busybody the right to force someone to protect himself or herself. Such
“protection” is a violation of the general human right to be left in peace.
The War on Drugs has also put a lot of people behind bars, caged like
animals, for activities which are no crimes at all according to the Holy
Bible. (The exception would be giving or selling drugs to children.)
On a related note, it should be realized that criminalizing the mere
possession of anything is fraught with danger of injustice. For example, it
is too easy for an enemy to toss drugs into an innocent person’s
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automobile, then telephone the police. Unskilled, but innocent, computer
users have also endured serious legal trouble because of the presence of
child pornography on their computers put there by malicious hackers,
enemies, or even previous owners of hard drives. In fact, there is no
warrant at all in the Holy Bible that allows civil authorities to legislate
what one may or may not own or possess. Granted, some things can be
dangerous. But part of individual responsibility is the duty to educate
oneself sufficiently to safely handle dangerous items and invest in any
necessary safety equipment. Thus, it is a human right to not be
prosecuted for mere possession of something.
There are myriad other areas where American governments stomp on our
freedoms, supposedly to protect us. Yet, it is worth mentioning that
much of the pressure upon the government is due to citizen demands
from those who prefer to abdicate their individual responsibility. When
we not only act like babies, but demand to be treated like babies, then we
will be treated like babies. If we do not govern ourselves, under God,
tyrants will govern us.
Learning From History
Whoever would frame or amend a constitution would do well to learn
from America’s experience with her constitution and study America’s
lessons from the school of hard knocks.
We have already seen that busybodies and bloated laws and regulations
violate human rights. The framers or amenders of a constitution would
do well to heed the need to mitigate this injustice. What would be the
effect of requiring a legislator or congressman to personally type the full
exact text (backspaces and cheat sheets allowed) of every bill for a “yea”
to count? This might well reduce the absurd volume of laws and
regulations we now face. Are there other methods that would help? In
America, administrative rules and regulations are an unconstitutional
usurpation of the prerogatives of Congress by the Executive branch.
Congress should be ashamed of its complicity in this. Administrative
laws and regulations are far more voluminous than what Congress and
State legislatures spew out; the U.S. Federal Register, wherein all new
regulations issued by the Federal Executive branch are published, has
exceeded 70,000 pages annually in the last decade.
Yes, it is more cumbersome for a legislative body to pass a bill than for
some nameless bureaucrat to write regulations. But the Founding Fathers
deliberately gave us cumbersome legislatures and Congress to safeguard
our liberties and prevent just such a mess as we now face.
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Two hundred years ago, the simple concept of extracting the author’s
original intent from a document would not even need to be mentioned.
Sadly, such is not the case today. But a constitution simply must be
interpreted according to the intent of the original authors. In fact, the
intent of the ratifiers of a constitution is of equal if not greater
importance. It may be necessary for a constitution to specify this method
of interpretation. Sadly, the U.S. Supreme Court has presumed to
consider the American constitution an “evolving” document. There is no
basis for this insane assumption – other than sinful, self-induced
insanity.
The Lord will strike you with madness and blindness and
confusion of mind, (Deuteronomy 28:28)
One result of this problem has been judicial activism – the problem of
judges acting as legislators. This is also an unconstitutional usurpation of
the legislative function. Judicial activism has encouraged a number of
activist organizations to use the courts to try to change the law by
judicial fiat.
In America, voting has become a sacrament. It matters not at all for
whom you vote – just get out there and do it! Of course, when many
people get in the voting booth, they have no idea for whom to vote,
except for how good all of the slick advertising makes them feel. The only
qualification for voters is to be 18 years old and to have a warm body.
Should there not be some way to encourage voter responsibility?
These problems have shown up in America’s 200+ year experience with
her constitution, and deserve serious consideration to ensure justice.
People do have the right to just and godly constitutional government
founded on the Word of God.
Both Bible and secular history teach us that a good constitution can be a
bulwark of liberty and human rights. God teaches us to respect even
defective constitutions. Moreover, there are many abuses of power
common to humankind that must be held in check by any constitution if
it is to be successful in protecting the human rights of those under it.
Yet, both the Bible and secular history also teach us that a constitution
that is not also a covenant with King Jesus is woefully inadequate. It is
not possible to escape the fact that civil government is a minister of
Jesus Christ. Therefore, the topic of the next chapter should come as no
surprise.
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Chapter 15 – The Right to Work and to Keep the Sabbath Day
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you
shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a
Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any
work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male
servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the
sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in
them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11)
Holy Rest
If you turn back your foot from the Sabbath,
from doing your pleasure on my holy day,
and call the Sabbath a delight
and the holy day of the Lord honorable;
if you honor it, not going your own ways,
or seeking your own pleasure, or talking idly;
then you shall take delight in the Lord,
and I will make you ride on the heights of the earth;
I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. (Isaiah 58:13-14, See
also Genesis 2:3, Leviticus 23:3)
This Commandment is one of the great Ten Commandments, but it is
widely ignored. Yet, God sanctified the seventh day at creation, before sin
entered into the world. Neither did Jesus Christ abolish the Sabbath, but
rather He upholds it.
And He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and
not man for the Sabbath. Therefore the Son of Man is also
Lord of the Sabbath.” (Mark 2:27-28, See also Luke 6:9,
Hebrews 4:3-11)
Jesus made this statement when He was questioned concerning the
Sabbath. In contrast to when Jesus declared all foods to be clean (Mark
7:19), Jesus did not abolish the Sabbath as a fulfilled and obsolete law,
but implicitly upheld it by expounding on its purpose and nature.
It is important to realize that Jesus’ opponents, the Pharisees, had
established a minutely detailed body of regulations regarding the
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Sabbath, which are nowhere to be found in Scripture; Jesus was directly
challenging their authority here as elsewhere 67.
From beginning to end, from Genesis to Revelation, the Holy Bible
upholds the Sabbath as an enduring institution. Please read Isaiah 58:1314, above again. The Sabbath is a day of rest, worship and seeking after
God, not idleness. Also, we see from Jesus’ examples and teaching that
we may do work which is necessary and also works of mercy on the
Sabbath.
Any work, which by its nature cannot reasonably be done on another day,
in spite of one’s best efforts to avoid it is also permitted on the Sabbath.
Obvious examples include police, military, hospitals and utilities. Church
parking lots need to be plowed, people need to eat and preachers need to
preach. However, to the extent possible, as much preparatory work as
possible needs to be done before the Sabbath. Emergencies can happen at
any time, and it would be cruel to make a customer wait a day in midwinter if his furnace breaks on the Sabbath. Cars break down to and from
church and need tow trucks or roadside repairs. 68
“The devil is in the details.” Satan has used the details of how to keep the
Sabbath to divide Christians on this issue for millennia. Also, of those
who provide essential services, Satan tempts them to do business as
usual with no regard whatsoever for the Sabbath. We must remember the
right to liberty of conscience. God clearly commands us to keep the
Sabbath. The exact details of how, past certain obvious disobedience, are
a matter of conscience.
Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of
food and drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon or
a Sabbath. These are a shadow of the things to come, but the
substance belongs to Christ. (Colossians 2:16-17, See also
Romans 14:4-6a)
The Sabbath in Civil Law
Colossians 2:16-17 would seem to mitigate the penalty for breaking the
Sabbath, the death penalty being reserved only for the more severe cases.
However, we must be very cautious that we do not take the Sabbath too
lightly which is the pattern of our times. God is perfect, holy and
absolute. He was not short on sleep when He commanded the death
penalty for Sabbath breaking.
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In those days I saw in Judah people treading winepresses on
the Sabbath, and bringing in heaps of grain and loading them
on donkeys, and also wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of
loads, which they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day.
… Then I confronted the nobles of Judah and said to them,
“What is this evil thing that you are doing, profaning the
Sabbath day? … I commanded that the doors should be shut
and gave orders that they should not be opened until after
the Sabbath. … Then the merchants and sellers of all kinds of
wares lodged outside Jerusalem once or twice. But I warned
them and said to them, “Why do you lodge outside the wall?
If you do so again, I will lay hands on you.” From that time
on they did not come on the Sabbath. … Remember this also
in my favor, O my God, … (Nehemiah 13:15-22)
Nehemiah was governor of Jerusalem, and describes here how he put a
stop to evil with the mere threat of deadly force. This leads to an area of
great concern, particularly in America today. The Sabbath is as any other
day – commerce runs full steam and few retail businesses are closed.
People are frequently forced to choose between worship and one activity
or another. Employees are pressured, or even forced to labor on the
Sabbath. Rather than being a restful and quiet day, the Sabbath is filled
with noise, activity and heavy traffic. God is not at all pleased by this.
Yes, a very few businesses do need to remain open on a reduced scale,
such as urgent care clinics, tow truck companies, pharmacies and the
like. There is no reason each type of critical business in an area cannot
agree to rotate being open on the Sabbath. What is particularly absurd
about the present situation is that businesses could actually save roughly
1/7 of daily operating expenses by being closed on the Sabbath. All of us
retail consumers are thus paying for our sin in more ways than one.
Merchants who honor the Sabbath are being robbed by competitors who
do not.
Because God commands us to keep the Sabbath, it is a human right to
keep the Sabbath. To ensure a level economic playing field, to give God’s
people the liberty to enjoy the Sabbath in peace and so that a body politic
may enjoy the blessings of God, the civil government must protect the
Sabbath from obviously unnecessary commercial activity.
Sabbath Daze
On which day of the week is the Sabbath? In Old Testament times it was
the last day of the week. But the Christian church has generally
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celebrated the Sabbath on the first day. Some, notably Seventh Day
Adventists,69 have pointed out that the Holy Bible does not explicitly
command this change. They are correct in their assertion.
Let us begin by doing a simple exercise. It will take you only a short time.
If you are good at visualizing things, you will be able to do this in your
head. Take a calendar, and flip to an old month. Now cut out a week,
some week in the middle of a month that has all of the days. Snip off the
end at the Saturday box, but leave the Sunday end as a tab. You will have
something like this.
Sunday
3

Monday
4

Tuesday
5

Wednesday
6

Thursday
7

Friday
8

Saturday
9

Now form that week into a circle and tape the tab to the left of Sunday
under Saturday so as to have a continuous, circular row of boxes. Ignore
your taped joint – where is the beginning or end of the circle? A circle has
no beginning or end.
We could try to trace back to creation and define a start or end.
Unfortunately, this is not possible to do definitively. It is quite possible
that the correct synchronization has been, in fact, preserved for all of
these thousands of years since creation. But we have no verifiable
guarantee of this. There is also at least one known complication.
And the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, until the
nation took vengeance on their enemies. Is this not written in
the Book of Jashar? The sun stopped in the midst of heaven
and did not hurry to set for about a whole day. (Joshua
10:13, See also 2 Kings 20:9)
There is no record in these passages of an adjustment to the Sabbath. We
do not know if the night was of normal length or very short to make up
time.
This synchronization uncertainty should caution all of us, whether we
observe a Saturday Sabbath or a Sunday Sabbath, to be very slow to
condemn the practice of our brethren who do otherwise. Merely because
some ancient defined Sunday as the first day of the week does not make
it so. If synchronization to creation has been lost, perhaps even Tuesday
is the seventh day, for example.
Do you wish to observe the seventh day? Then pick six days in which to
work and observe the seventh. Do you wish to observe the first day? Then
pick a day to do so, then work six days. When you go around the circle it
matters not at all where you start, for a circle has no beginning or end. 70
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Under the Old Covenant, which was a foreshadowing of the New
Covenant, the Sabbath was on the seventh day. Apostolic example
strongly suggests that the day was changed to Sunday by virtue of
Christ’s resurrection on that day. (Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:2) The
designation “Lord’s Day” in Revelation 1:10 almost certainly refers to the
first day of the week. Significantly, there is no hint of condemnation in
the New Testament of those who kept the first day. The evidence for the
change admittedly appears sparse. Nonetheless it is quite sufficient to
justify the Sunday Sabbath; it is most certainly sufficient to preclude
condemning as heretics those who would keep a Sunday Sabbath. Far
more important is whether our Sabbath worship is Christian or if it is
polluted by, “works of the law,” which would make void the grace of
Jesus Christ.
The New Testament era, was, of course, a time of transition. It is also
likely that not all Christians made the transition even after 70 A.D. We
must not think of the early Christian church as highly unified or without
problems. Historical evidence seems to show that at least some of the
early church fathers believed that, indeed, the first day was the new
Sabbath, commonly called, “The Lord’s Day.” 71 72 73 In some cases, people
celebrated both the Saturday Sabbath and the Lord’s Day. 74 Hence, the
assertion that the switch to Sunday Sabbath was a late invention (e.g., by
Constantine) does not have historical support.
When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the word
does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the
Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it
presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him.
(Deuteronomy 18:22)
Given the failed adventist prophecies by Ellen G. White, I respectfully
encourage my Seventh Day Adventist brethren to reconsider this and
other matters in light of Scripture alone. For if all Christians can unite on
a day, it may come to pass someday that it will be politically possible to
have laws that will protect the Sabbath day to God’s glory, and protect
the human right to keep the Sabbath, one day in seven.
Work, a Gift of God
Recall that God gave Adam and Eve work to do even before the fall. God
Himself worked to create the universe. Work is neither evil, nor the
product of evil. It can be toilsome due to the fall, but work is good and
necessary.
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The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of
Eden to work it and keep it. (Genesis 2:15)
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk
in them. (Ephesians 2:10)
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for
men, (Colossians 3:23, See also Exodus 20:9, Proverbs 22:9,
Proverbs 6:6-11)
Because God has commanded us to work, it is a human right to work.
Please note: This does not mean that anyone has a “right” to a job, never
mind a particular job, trade or education for a job. In fact, such spurious
“rights” actually hinder the right to work.
What Does Work
Except for certain sports and games, people generally do not like
competition. But it is a fact of economics that if someone is prospering in
a field, making good money, that money will attract competitors. Hence,
wages, prices or profits will go down. The obvious and honest response
of those facing competition is to work hard and serve one’s customers or
employers well, so as to retain their business. It is also quite biblical.
“Bad, bad,” says the buyer, but when he goes away, then he
boasts. (Proverbs 20:14)
This passage is much more than a description of everyday souk 75
haggling. Notice what has happened here. The seller willingly parted with
the goods, because the seller would rather have the money than the
goods. The buyer is obviously pleased because he would rather have the
goods than his money. This illustrates Christian free markets.
The laborer deserves his wages. (1 Timothy 5:18)
And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.
(Luke 6:31)
Here we have the biblical basis of how a free market should work. We see
that the worker deserves his wages. But how much? This is where the
Golden Rule comes in. Both parties would rather have what they get

136

rather than what they give. It is an honest, voluntary transaction, where
each party is of the opinion that he or she is better off after the
transaction than before. Obviously the buyer has chosen the merchant
rather than a competitor. And the seller has chosen to sell to that
customer, rather than another. Free market economics is not so
complicated after all is it? There are details, but this is the basic concept.
It is a human right to be left in peace without undue outside interference
– this is the basis for economic freedom and free market economics. The
Golden Rule Jesus gave us is what creates Christian free market
economics – Each transaction must be honest and should benefit both
parties. Both parties have freedom to conduct business without undue
outside interference.
As applied to the right to work, it is a human right to buy and sell labor
or the fruit of labor without undue outside interference. For example, a
person has the right to offer his services as an employee or independent
craftsman. He also has the right to make things and offer them for sale.
Likewise, all have the right to purchase these offerings.
What Does Not Work
While the obvious, and honest response of those facing competition is to
work hard and serve one’s customers or employers well, so as to retain
their business, many people prefer to cheat. Besides obviously criminal
methods, in America, the favorite way to cheat is to subvert the law to
one’s advantage.
One way to subvert the law is to use campaign donations or lobby for
regulations in a particular industry to “protect the poor downtrodden
consumer.” This works well because large businesses have more
resources to spend on lawyers, permits and paper shufflers. A million
dollar permitting process is nothing to a large corporation, but it keeps
out small upstarts. This is why large corporations actually sometimes
push for regulation of their industry, strange as it may first seem.
This sort of thing also works on a smaller scale by means of occupational
licensing. The process is the same – raise barriers to entry. Occupational
licenses are frequently “sold” as protection for buyers. Licensing
tradesmen or professionals only means that they can pass some tests,
and may have learned and demonstrated skills. That does not mean they
will actually use either their knowledge or their skills, much less do so
honestly. There is no substitute for consumers exercising individual
responsibility and using time-honored methods of reference checking,
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evaluating competitors and using available sources of information. In the
Internet age, there is no excuse to neglect this duty.
Minimum wage laws are another legal barrier to competition, one
especially hurtful to the poor. These also appear in the form of
“prevailing wage laws”76 In spite of the well-worn excuses for them, these
actually protect higher wage jobs at the expense of the poor who are
effectively legally prevented from working; a person who is not worth the
minimum is legally denied his human right to work. The problem is
compounded by the fact that entry-level jobs impart valuable skills, work
habits and training for better jobs in the future.
In America, there is an extremely dense legal and regulatory thicket of
laws and regulations governing employment, including hiring and firing.
There is a multiplicity of employment related taxes, each with its own
complex set of rules. Both employers and employees are frustrated with
the applicant-to-job matching system. Employer satisfaction is roughly
around 50% of hired applicants. In time, people will probably figure out
how to do things better. In the meantime, due to all of the legal hassles,
employers are reluctant to take risks with someone who might not work
out. Employees who present apparent risk that they may not be good
employees suffer the most and lack opportunity to prove themselves.
Anti-discrimination laws and regulations are another problem. They
violate the human rights of freedom of association and assembly that
God gave us in His Holy Bible. Superficially they have been effective,
especially with large corporations which make big targets. Overall
however, if they have had any effect at all, they may have had the
opposite of the intended effect. For example, Black unemployment, since
about 1980 has been twice or more that of White unemployment. But
Black unemployment was about the same as White unemployment in the
60 years prior to 1940.77
But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are
convicted by the law as transgressors. (James 2:9, See also
Proverbs 28:21)
Nevertheless, employers need to be aware that they also have a Boss in
Heaven. Unjust discrimination is evil, whether it be for or against a
particular people group.
Historically, because of their doctrine and tactics, Communists have long
infiltrated labor unions. Organized crime has done the same. But labor
unions, while not always necessary, are not bad in themselves at all. A
good union can provide valuable services to both employers and
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employees. A large problem, at least in America, is that relationships
between labor unions, employees and employers have been wrapped in
great tangle of laws and regulations, ostensibly to protect workers. This
makes it very difficult for workers to switch unions and discourages
competition among labor unions. It also raises costs for everyone. Union
membership has been in decline in recent years and workers have been
voting against union representation, indicating dissatisfaction among the
very people unions are supposed to benefit. The resulting inflexibility of
the present system has cost many jobs and inhibited the right to work.
Competition among unions would reduce the problems with organized
crime and Communist infiltration by giving workers choice.
This issue is one we have seen before. Just as police are sinners like the
rest of us and need to be watched for that reason, so union bosses are
sinners also. There is no reason that groups of workers should not, at
every contract expiration, be able to shop for unions to represent them
just as for any other service. In the Internet age, workers also have more
ability to communicate and organize on their own than in the past.
The solution to this mess is to honor the rights to economic freedom and
freedom of association and repeal the tangle of employment and labor
laws and give employers, unions and employees the freedom to make
such arrangements as they see fit, including contracting with labor
unions or service agencies78. Contract law, and laws against fraud are
already sufficient for the purpose. The present situation hampers
freedom to work.
In sum, the entire tangle of laws, regulations, taxes, anti-discrimination
laws, labor relations laws and what not create barriers to work where
there ought to be none. They are inherently discriminatory because they
favor one worker over another. The right of freedom of association and
the right to work demand freedom for employers, employees, individuals
and businesses of all types. This tangle also violates God’s commands
regarding impartial justice.
It is important to realize that it is the Holy Bible that gives the freedom to
work. Not everyone loses from the violations described above as
examples. These things would not go on if some people did not benefit.
But here is what is important: Do we obey God or our wallets?
Both the right to keep the Sabbath and the right to work are crucial
human rights. What is more, they are both distinguished as having been
ordained by God at the very dawn of time, being creation ordinances. The
value and validity of these human rights cannot be disputed.
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Chapter 16 – The Rights of Parents and Children
Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be
long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
(Exodus 20:12)
God Hates Divorce
We have already examined the authority of the family as a God-ordained
institution under the mediatorial Kingship of Jesus. Just as the civil
authorities must not intrude into the affairs of the church without
specific warrant from God, so the civil state must also not intrude into
the affairs of the family without specific warrant from God.
The civil government normally has no business becoming involved in
marriage. There is no biblical warrant for marriage licenses. Of course,
those who make incestuous or forbidden unions are subject to
punishment. Historically, marriage licenses were motivated by racism and
were used to prevent multiracial marriages.
The civil government does have some positive duty to protect the family.
Adulterers are liable to punishment, including death if there be sufficient
witnesses. Further, civil authorities must use God’s definitions of
adultery; unjust divorce does not excuse adultery. This is in stark
contrast to the present system where all States have no-fault divorce.
This system is an utter abomination and is the cause of many social ills.
For this reason, it is worthwhile to briefly review biblical grounds for
divorce.
When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds
no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in
her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in
her hand and sends her out of his house, and she departs out
of his house (Deuteronomy 24:1)
For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her,
says the Lord, the God of Israel, covers his garment with
violence, says the Lord of hosts. So guard yourselves in your
spirit, and do not be faithless. (Ezekiel 44:22)
It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her
a certificate of divorce.’ But I say to you that everyone who
divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality,
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makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced
woman commits adultery. (Matthew 5:31-32, See also Luke
16:18)
Note that Moses said the same thing that Jesus said. Only because of
sexual immorality (indecency) or abandonment (1 Corinthians 7:12-15) is
divorce permitted in God’s eyes. Also, note carefully that divorce is
permitted, not required in such situations. A person who divorces a
spouse for any other reason than unchastity or abandonment does evil. If
such a one remarries or commits fornication, it is actually adultery.
Not only does easy divorce result in broken families and shattered lives,
but no-fault divorce is destructive by its very existence. The fact that it is
even available hangs like a dark, evil shadow over every marriage, both as
an available threat on the one hand, and on the other hand, an escape
hatch which can tend to discourage the hard work necessary to make a
marriage work.
Where civil laws do not enforce God’s laws on adultery and divorce, the
human rights of husbands, wives and children are violated and even
intact families are weakened by the threat of unjust divorce.
Protecting the Weak
A brief notice of a few of the specific lessons God has taught us from the
Holy Bible is in order:
• There is a general right of people to be left in peace without undue
outside interference.
• There is no biblical warrant for laws designed to force people to
protect themselves or restrict their acquisition or ownership of
potentially dangerous items.
• There is a general right of economic freedom to buy and sell.
From this list, it might seem possible to conclude that it is allowable to
sell or give dangerous items, such as heroin, machine guns or dangerous
acid, to children in the absence of parental supervision.
Common sense shows this to be absurd. However, for the sake of
completeness and to shore up protection of children in an evil world, this
matter should be addressed, especially because the Holy Bible teaches us
on the matter. It is important to understand that the issue at hand does
not apply in cases where children are under parental supervision or
where the wishes of the parents are known. It also does not apply in
cases where children are under supervision by authority delegated by a
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parent. In those cases, the general right of parents to raise their children
in the Lord as they see fit must prevail. It is also necessary to broaden the
issue by noting that the question applies to many other possible
situations where children are unsupervised.
There are two areas where biblical teaching applies. First, recall that God
has given parents the right and command to raise their children in the
Lord. Clearly then, to provide any dangerous item to a child which any
godly parent would forbid to the child, would violate the rights of both
parents and children. “Dangerous,” in this context must mean moral
danger as well as physical danger to the child or others.
Second, although there has been an increasing and unhealthy trend of
parents over-supervising their children, even through college, the healthy
norm is for parents to allow children more and more freedom to be out
on their own experiencing the world first-hand as they mature. Of course,
children can be disobedient and irresponsible in surprising ways. It is for
this reason that God has granted each person some level of responsibility
for protecting children with whom we come in contact. In fact, God has
special care for all of the weak and commands us to do likewise.
You shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before
the blind, but you shall fear your God: I am the Lord.
(Leviticus 19:14)
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is
this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to
keep oneself unstained from the world. (James 1:27, See also
Leviticus 25:35)
but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me
to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone
fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of
the sea. (Matthew 18:6)
Hence, it is clear that God gave children the human right to receive
respect for their weakness. This weakness is caused by their tender years,
limited experience and knowledge, uncritical trust and immature
judgment. This respect, like any other human right, is due to them by
everyone. This respect, among other things, will include not providing
(e.g., selling to them) things which a reasonable, godly parent would not
provide to them.
If this right is violated, the perpetrator must be responsible for any harm
to the child. An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. This, of course, does
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not cover all possible harm. One may sell claw hammers to 9,999 boys,
then boy number 10,000 will hammer a nail into his eye. As with adults,
the few idiots should not ruin something for everyone. But nobody would
reasonably expect a toddler to be safe with blasting caps. Obviously, this
system would never work with the present Pharisaic American legal
system, but twelve jurors, each of whom was once a child and most of
whom would be parents should have common sense enough to produce
justice of a much higher quality than a few thousand reams of
regulations filled with pages of products and age limits.
God made us and knows us perfectly. His Holy Bible does contain a
system of principles of civil government and human rights that, when put
together without missing pieces, will work, and work well. God did not
leave any loopholes.
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Chapter 17 – The Right to Life
You shall not murder. (Exodus 20:13)
The Most Vicious Murders
At the beginning of life, abortion is wildly pandemic and infanticide is
routine. At the end of life, involuntary euthanasia is all too common.79
When men strive together and hit a pregnant woman, so that
her children come out, but there is no harm, the one who hit
her shall surely be fined, as the woman’s husband shall
impose on him, and he shall pay as the judges determine. But
if there is harm, then you shall pay life for life, eye for eye,
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn,
wound for wound, stripe for stripe. (Exodus 21:22-25)
In this passage God teaches by example as usual. Note the context: Two
guys are in a fight. Obviously their attention is on the fight. A pregnant
woman gets hit as collateral damage, quite by accident. Even if no harm is
done to the children, there is a fine. If a baby dies, the culprit dies,
however this is a ransomable offense since there was no intent to harm
the woman or her children. We thus learn of God’s very special protection
of unborn children.
Murder is not ransomable. Abortion is bloody, first-degree, cold-blooded
MURDER. The abortionist, all assistants and the mother (unless the
abortion was involuntary or the mother very young and deceived) must
be put to death. Any boyfriend (as is often the case) who pressured her
into it, as well as anyone paying for it, must be put to death. Everyone
involved is guilty of conspiracy to commit cold-blooded, premeditated,
first-degree murder.
Now someone will say, “But it is my body.” Did you ever think about the
unborn baby’s body? Another might ask, “What about rape or incest?” We
don’t kill children for parent’s crimes. These are lame excuses.
For any of you ladies who have had abortions: Though you deserve to die
for your murder, and deserve to go to Hell for your murder, the grace and
forgiveness of Jesus Christ, who was murdered on the Cross, is bigger
and greater than even murder, even abortion. You can trust Jesus. He will
then forgive you and restore you.
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Now let us consider euthanasia. This nice sounding word comes from the
Greek for “happy death.” That word will not be used in this book again
after this paragraph. For the word itself is a bald lie - Death is a curse. Let
us call a spade a spade. “Voluntary euthanasia” is called “suicide”.
“Involuntary euthanasia” is called “murder”. Enough of hiding filthy, foul
deeds behind nice names and evil excuses. Euthanasia is just a name for
a way to murder the weak. Euthanasia is also first-degree, premeditated,
cold-blooded MURDER. (Suicide is self-murder.)
Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, declares the
Lord God, and not rather that he should turn from his way
and live? (Ezekiel 18:23)
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.
(Psalm 116:15)
The Holy Bible does not directly condemn suicide. It is well worth
noticing however that the Bible does record some suicides:
• The evil first king of Israel, Saul, a murderer. (1 Samuel 31:4)
• Saul’s armor bearer (1 Samuel 31:5)
• The traitor Ahithophel who rebelled against his king, David. (2
Samuel 17:23)
• Zimri, a murderer and usurper (1 Kings 16:18)
• Judas, who betrayed Jesus Christ. (Matthew 27:5)
Please do not ever consider joining such company. No life on earth is
anywhere near as bad as life in Hell. You may not see answers now, but
you do need to repent and trust Jesus who does have answers. Then get
help from someone else, who also trusts Jesus. Jesus suffered worse than
anyone in history and understands your needs.
However, this does not imply an absolute obligation to prolong life at all
costs. For example, in the case of great pain or terminal illness, no one
should fear using painkillers, even morphine, even though there is some
risk of organ damage or even death from side effects. To discontinue
futile medical treatment, or to refuse medical treatment under the right
circumstances is acceptable as such is not positive action to end life.
Withholding food and water from a patient is murder, but to refuse
medical treatment is a personal choice and a human right.
It is not true that anybody has a choice between pain and death. Modern
pain management does work. If you or a loved one is in chronic severe
pain and your doctor cannot treat, or refer you to someone who can treat,
your pain, get another doctor. The idea that there exists severe pain that
cannot be treated, especially in the case of terminal illness, is completely
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false. Physicians, even oncologists, tend to be quite under informed about
pain management. There is need for much improvement in the field, but
the state of the art is better than what suicide and murder advocates
would have us think. Pain in terminal cases is nothing but a red herring
put up by suicide advocates.
Life for Life
The Holy Bible is clear: Murder carries the death penalty. It is implied in
the case of Cain and given as a direct order to Noah. (Genesis 9:6) Moses
spoke of it repeatedly, and if Paul did not think murder was to be
avenged, then for what else might the civil ruler use the sword? (Romans
13:1-7) The evidence for the death penalty for murder is overwhelming in
the Holy Bible.
There remains one detail to examine. In several places the “avenger of
blood” is mentioned. Is this something like the hangman or executioner?
The answer must be no.
The avenger of blood shall himself put the murderer to
death; when he meets him, he shall put him to death.
(Numbers 35:19, See also Numbers 35:27, Deuteronomy 19:6)
These verses and others imply that a relative of the victim has the right
to be the executioner of a murderer. A relative of the victim of murder
has the right, even the duty, to avenge the victim’s death. It is the victim’s
family who should receive the writ of execution from the judge, with the
state being only a backup if the family is unable, needs assistance or is
unwilling. This is very consistent with the Holy Bible’s victim-centered
justice and is a form of restitution.80
The Right to Bear Arms and Defend Life
The right to life implies not only a right but a duty to defend life.
If a thief is found breaking in and is struck so that he dies, there shall be
no bloodguilt for him, but if the sun has risen on him, there shall be
bloodguilt for him. He shall surely pay. If he has nothing, then he shall be
sold for his theft. (Exodus 22:2-3)
What has the sun to do with anything? We are taught by example here. It
would not be known if the intruder were a thief or assassin due to the
darkness. At night, there would be nobody up and about in the city or
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village, so a call for help would not obtain help in time. Biblically, it is
perfectly reasonable to use force to defend against bodily harm.
It is common sense that police cannot be everywhere. Criminals will
always have guns. If we cannot stop drug smugglers, how can we stop
anything? For those able, there is not only a right, but a duty to keep and
bear arms in defense of life and liberty.
There is not, in the Holy Bible, an explicit right to keep and bear arms. We
do have a general right to be left in peace however. This must include the
right to keep and bear arms. There is certainly nothing in the Holy Bible
that forbids doing so. Jesus did warn that,
For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. (Matthew
26:52)
Keeping and bearing arms does not imply making a career out of using
them. In fact, most of the time armed citizens stop a crime with a gun,
the very presence of the gun is sufficient, with no shots fired.
And he said to them, “When I sent you out with no moneybag
or knapsack or sandals, did you lack anything?” They said,
“Nothing.” He said to them, “But now let the one who has a
moneybag take it, and likewise a knapsack. And let the one
who has no sword sell his cloak and buy one. For I tell you
that this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And he was
numbered with the transgressors.’ For what is written about
me has its fulfillment.” And they said, “Look, Lord, here are
two swords.” And he said to them, “It is enough.” (Luke
22:36-38)
When you look at this passage, you can see that there are some things
travelers need: moneybag, knapsack, cloak, sandals, sword. Travelers
were in danger from robbers anyway, and in the aftermath of Jesus’
Crucifixion, the disciples would be in further danger as Peter’s denial and
their hiding in an upper room showed.
It is simply not possible to deny a human right to keep and bear arms
when Jesus authorized it for his disciples.

Manstealing, Easier Than You Think
Just as God established a right to life, so He has established a right to live
– the right to live one’s life in peace without unwarranted outside

147

interference. Jesus taught how the prohibition against murder also covers
such things as bodily harm and even gratuitous insults. Also under the
command “You shall not murder,” appears:
Whoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone found in
possession of him, shall be put to death. (Exodus 21:16)
The essence of the sin and crime of manstealing is that of depriving
someone of their freedom without their free and voluntary consent. By
now, it should surprise no one that this covers a huge number of lesser
sins. Consider a few examples. Suppose some prankster gets access to an
elevator machinery room and shuts down the elevators in mid trip,
stranding some people. This is a form of unjust imprisonment. The
prankster, for a time, has stolen his victims’ right to be free to live out
their lives as they see fit.
In fact, imprisonment for punishment is also manstealing. (This is not
true if a suspect is held pending a speedy trial.) Numerous countries still
inhibit people from freely leaving or emigrating, making the entire
country a prison to a lesser or greater degree depending on the country.
This is also manstealing.
Consider the prankster or busybody who, on a four lane highway (with
two lanes in each direction), pulls up to an elderly, very slow driver in the
other lane and purposefully matches speed alongside so as to plug up the
traffic. Again, this is a form of manstealing. The prankster is depriving
other drivers of their freedom. The same is true for groups of bicyclists
who purposefully impede traffic flow. There have also been many cases
where protesters have blocked entrances to companies, airports,
government offices, power plants and whatnot. While they are free to
protest, they are not free to interfere with other people’s movements, for
this is also a form of manstealing because it interferes with other
people’s rights to live and do as they see fit.
When “supersoaker” type squirt guns came out, there were a number of
attempts to ban them due to the fact that a few people abused them. 81
Some stores actually did pull them off their shelves. Of course, this
would have deprived many children of great fun. Would they would have
banned garden hoses and buckets next? This also falls under
manstealing. Yes, depriving children of legitimate fun because of a few
abuses is interfering with the right to live free of undue outside
interference.
A certain small Midwestern city did another form of manstealing. Some
years ago, the city council passed a law designating a certain area a
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“historic neighborhood.” Now the residents need official permission to
replace a window with a different kind. That town does not reimburse
homeowners for the burden thus imposed. Residents were deprived of
both economic freedom and freedom to live as they please.
These kinds of abuses, small and large, are pandemic in America. But,
since God has outlawed manstealing, there is a human right to live in
peace, free from unwarranted outside interference or busybodies.
Slavery
No discussion of manstealing is complete without a discussion of slavery.
Further, slavery is regulated in the Holy Bible. To some people, this is a
discredit to God’s Word. Because different societies have had different
forms of slavery, a universal definition is difficult. It is thus necessary to
begin by summarizing how the Holy Bible defines a slave: Someone who
has a job he cannot legally quit, with a boss he must legally obey and
typically, where the boss provides all of the slave’s needs, such as
housing, food, etc. The slave may possibly receive an allowance or
stipend. The boss also has the right to apply corporal punishment to the
slave for disobedience. In many cases also, his “employment contract”
may be bought and sold. In no case is a slave mere chattel, personal
property or less than human; the slave remains a human being uniquely,
and individually created by Almighty God in His own image with human
rights.
Such slavery is common and accepted in America and other countries
today. No, that is not a typo. This slavery is also not merely allowable, but
honorable for the slaves. This honor, both in fact and in perception, is
high enough that some people even try to pass themselves off as having
been such slaves. These particular slaves are those who give of their time
and risk their lives honorably in the armed forces of America. This is
absolutely not an intention to dishonor American servicemen; rather, the
intent to shake you up a bit, and encourage you to open your mind and
proceed with a willingness to dispel old assumptions and examine what
God is teaching.
The slavery which God regulates is not something that is dishonoring to
God, which an endorsement of chattel slavery certainly would do. Slavery,
by definition, involves restricted freedom; thus no discussion of human
rights is complete without an analysis of slavery. There have also been
otherwise competent theologians who have defended American Southern
slavery who should have known better. In fairness, in the American
South, slavery was not always as bad as depicted. Further, slave ships
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were made in New England, not Dixie 82. Both before and after the
American Civil War, both Northern and Southern states passed laws
against Blacks which were utterly dishonoring to America and evil in
God’s sight. The degree of culpability of both North and South is a matter
of debate to this day. Bad theology also continues to come out of this
debate. We shall not enter this debate, but find what the Scripture says.
Neither Moses, nor God erred in giving us Scripture. When the God-Man,
Jesus Christ walked on earth, He could have abolished slavery with one
sentence. He did not. After Pentecost, any apostle could have done the
same. They did not. Are we smarter than they? Let us try to examine the
situation objectively. We begin with a historical overview, including Old
Testament teachings, then see how things changed after Pentecost.
Roman society and the American South considered slaves to be chattels,
or personal property of the owner in much the same way as a horse or
sheep. Early Roman law gave the master absolute right of life, death and
punishment for any reason over a slave. This was later mitigated around
the time of transition from republic to empire; slaves were given some
rights against unjust punishment, and could appeal to magistrates for
relief from inhumane treatment. Rome had no monopoly on
barbarianism. Isaiah 20:4 explicitly describes the practice of marching
war-captive slaves naked and barefoot. 2 Chronicles 28:15 implies the
same thing.
We have already seen that manstealing is a capital crime:
Whoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone found in
possession of him, shall be put to death. (Exodus 21:16)
Note carefully that not only is the manstealer guilty, but also any one
found in possession of the victim. This makes the kidnapper/raider,
wholesale and retail slave dealers and the new master all liable to be put
to death. So from whence do slaves come? Further, consider:
You shall not give up to his master a slave who has escaped
from his master to you. He shall dwell with you, in your
midst, in the place that he shall choose within one of your
towns, wherever it suits him. You shall not wrong him.
(Deuteronomy 23:15-16)
There were four sources of slaves in ancient Israel:
• War captives
• Existing slaves purchased from foreigners
• Voluntary slavery, often due to poverty
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•

Judicially imposed slavery as restitution

Let us examine some specific regulations concerning slavery.
If your brother, a Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman, is sold to
you, he shall serve you six years, and in the seventh year you
shall let him go free from you. And when you let him go free
from you, you shall not let him go empty-handed. You shall
furnish him liberally out of your flock, out of your threshing
floor, and out of your winepress. As the Lord your God has
blessed you, you shall give to him. You shall remember that
you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God
redeemed you; therefore I command you this today. But if he
says to you, “I will not go out from you,” because he loves
you and your household, since he is well-off with you, (17)
then you shall take an awl, and put it through his ear into the
door, and he shall be your slave forever. And to your female
slave you shall do the same. (18) It shall not seem hard to
you when you let him go free from you, for at half the cost of
a hired servant he has served you six years. So the Lord your
God will bless you in all that you do. (Deuteronomy 15:12-18)
First, for the Hebrews, the limit of the term is six years. This is that form
of slavery common in Colonial America called “indentured servitude.” It
was typically voluntary and basically a form of employment contract.
Such indentured servants (i.e., their contracts) may be bought and sold.
Second, the indentured servant goes free at the end, not with nothing, but
with a little nest egg with which to get started in life as a free man or
woman. For the indentured servant, it may be a rough six years, but this
law is, in fact a merciful gift to the indentured servant who, presumably,
had nothing at the beginning. It could also teach him to avoid the
conditions which got him into indentured servitude in the first place. In
early America, indentured servitude was a common way to pay for ship
passage to America, then work off the passage.
Note well: In the passage above, the word “slave” does not appear until
verse 17 where a person may voluntarily become a permanent slave. This
permanence applies to both slave and master, who may not sell his
contract. (The contract is indicated by the awl, ear and door.) Prior to this
time, the man is an indentured servant. The Bible does not use the term
“indentured servant.” However it is useful to distinguish between six year
term-limited servitude and permanent servitude. Thus, from here on, the
term “indentured servant” will refer to a six year limited term of
involuntary servitude83 and “slave” will refer to a permanent term of
involuntary servitude.
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He shall surely pay. If he has nothing, then he shall be sold
for his theft. (Exodus 22:3b)
Here also, we have indentured servitude, but in this case, it is
involuntary, being the result of judicial process to provide for restitution
to the victim.
If your brother becomes poor beside you and sells himself to
you, you shall not make him serve as a slave: he shall be with
you as a hired servant and as a sojourner. He shall serve with
you until the year of the jubilee. Then he shall go out from
you, he and his children with him, and go back to his own
clan and return to the possession of his fathers. For they are
my servants, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt; they
shall not be sold as slaves. You shall not rule over him
ruthlessly but shall fear your God. As for your male and
female slaves whom you may have: you may buy male and
female slaves from among the nations that are around you.
You may also buy from among the strangers who sojourn
with you and their clans that are with you, who have been
born in your land, and they may be your property. You may
bequeath them to your sons after you to inherit as a
possession forever. You may make slaves of them, but over
your brothers the people of Israel you shall not rule, one over
another ruthlessly. (Leviticus 25:39-46)
The six year limitation is without respect to the original damages or debt.
If the indenture is the result of honest poverty, the new master has a
special obligation to kindness and humane treatment. Note that an
indentured servant is not a permanent slave; this passage does not call
an indentured servant a slave. It forbids a master, in fact, from pulling a
fast one and turning an indentured servant into a slave.
Far from being a torture mill, this type of slavery is a defined path out of
poverty and debt that ends in a fresh start with a bit of a nest egg to
boot. The original creditor or victim has his money up front. The master
does take on some risk that the slave will not work out.
As for slaves, “from the nations around you” we must assume that most
of these are war captives or were already slaves in foreign lands. To buy
slaves from raiders would violate the law against manstealing. (See
Exodus 21:16) Foreigners sojourning in the land could own slaves and
sell them to Israelites without a six year term limit. In such cases, the
crimes of manstealing, if any, had taken place outside of the jurisdiction
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of Israel. The term, “property” or “possession” cannot be taken to imply
dehumanization, but permanence of the slavery. God had not yet erased
the distinction between Jew and gentile.
When a man strikes his slave, male or female, with a rod and
the slave dies under his hand, he shall be avenged. But if the
slave survives a day or two, he is not to be avenged, for the
slave is his money. (Exodus 21:20-21)
When a man strikes the eye of his slave, male or female, and
destroys it, he shall let the slave go free because of his eye. If
he knocks out the tooth of his slave, male or female, he shall
let the slave go free because of his tooth. (Exodus 21:26-27)
So what is a master to do if the indentured servant or slave lies down on
the job? Fire him? Thus, masters are permitted to punish indentured
servants or slaves for their sins. There are limits on how hard they may
be beaten. They may not be killed. Medicine was not particularly
advanced in those days, so the provision regarding living for a day or two
was not a license to kill, but only a reflection of medical uncertainty.
There is a presumption that a master would be foolish to kill a slave or
indentured servant and lose his investment. Further, were a master to
beat a slave or indentured servant without reasonable cause, the general
protections due all people would come into force. Slaves had generally
fewer rights than freemen, but that did not mean no rights at all.
When a man sells his daughter as a slave, she shall not go
out as the male slaves do. If she does not please her master,
who has designated her for himself, then he shall let her be
redeemed. He shall have no right to sell her to a foreign
people, since he has broken faith with her. If he designates
her for his son, he shall deal with her as with a daughter. If
he takes another wife to himself, he shall not diminish her
food, her clothing, or her marital rights. And if he does not
do these three things for her, she shall go out for nothing,
without payment of money. (Exodus 21:7-11)
Girls could only be sold into a “career path” of future wife. A man unable
to raise his daughter could find a man willing to do so, with the event to
terminate in marriage to himself or perhaps a son. If the master does not
marry her, perhaps because she was rebellious, she nonetheless gets all
of the support that a wife would receive. Deuteronomy 21:10-14 also
provides for war-captive slaves who would become wives.
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Modern Slavery
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor
free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus. (Galatians 3:28, See also Acts 10:9-10:48)
So how is this applicable today? There being no distinction between Jew
and Gentile, the more humane laws applicable to Hebrew indentured
servants and slaves must be applied. This is further reinforced by the fact
that the ancient nation-church-state of Israel no longer exists and never
will again.84 The harsher laws cannot apply, for then we would violate
God’s law when dealing with Jewish slaves. But we are not allowed to
make a distinction between Jew and gentile, so we must necessarily use
the laws applicable to Hebrew indentured servants and permanent slaves
as applicable to everyone. Permanent slavery, since there is no distinction
between Jew and gentile, can only be voluntary after a term of indentured
servitude. Further, the slave has no fewer rights than the master, save for
his employment situation. Indentured servitude today would legitimately
come about from four types of situations.
He shall surely pay. If he has nothing, then he shall be sold
for his theft. (Exodus 22:3b)
First, and most usefully, there is a six year limited indentured servitude
as a result of judicial process for thieves and debtors who cannot pay.
Recall that we are taught by example. In the case of restitution of theft,
the thief is going to have to learn to work and will have a bit of a nest egg
to start fresh. This would help to resolve the current problem in which
criminals and the irresponsible poor are basically free to carelessly or
wantonly damage property with little consequence, and the property
owner gets little or nothing in restitution. The six year limitation provides
a reasonable time limit on restitution labor with respect to an individual’s
lifetime.
Judicially imposed indentured servitude need not always be “whole hog.”
In some cases, a court could mandate employment and payments of a
certain percentage of income, leaving enough to support a family at a
minimal level. The percentage, as opposed to taking all that is “left over,”
would encourage industry and thrift.
At the end of every seven years you shall grant a remission
of debts. (Deuteronomy 15:1)
The six year limitation on slavery and indentured servitude also implies a
limit on debt collection. If a loan is written and the outstanding balance
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exceeds the amount collected in six years of service, that amount is not
legally collectable. This could put quite a damper on long term debt.
Considering the amount of money people waste on interest, this would
not be a bad thing at all.
Secondly, there is also a quite humane six year limited indentured
servitude that can provide a significant measure of poor relief. The
purchase price pays off debts (which would be the usual cause of the
indentured servitude). At the end, the indentured servant is debt free and
has a nest egg with which to start anew. This is always voluntary.
The matter of voluntary indentured servitude as poor relief would not
seem to apply to those poor who are poor because they are unable to
work, for of what value are they as an indentured servant? For the poor
who are burdened with debt, a less harsh relief from debt would seem
better if the person is responsible, but was a victim of some disaster.
As in biblical times, indentured servitude has a six year limit by default
with the indentured servant having the option to extend his service as a
voluntary permanent slave. This extension must be by judicial
confirmation. Given the trickery of men, voluntary slavery must be
carefully guarded by law to ensure that it is voluntary. It is not certain,
but it seems, for example, in the case of a lazy or dishonest person, the
master could also reject this service as well, though the Bible does not
address this question.
Of what other use is voluntary indentured servitude today? We all know
people who are “natural slaves.” Perhaps they rarely have a job and are
still living with their parents while in their 40s. Mommy has to get them
out of bed. They don’t pay their bills. Their boss has to ride them all the
time. There is no discipline in their lives at work or at home. Their
finances are a mess due to sloth and mismanagement. Are such people
better off as indentured servants or slaves or on the street? Is it possible
that some of these people could actually benefit from being indentured
servants or slaves until they learn discipline and individual responsibility
(if ever)? These are the kinds of poor who would be likely candidates for
indentured servitude.
Third, as for example, military service, voluntary indentured servitude
permits both master and indentured servant (by whatever names) to
commit to a period of intense service to mutual benefit. The parties are
free, within the six year limit to contract as they mutually see fit. This
covers a wide range of possibilities and employment contracts.
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Fourth, just as the civil government punishes internal evildoers, so it may
punish external evildoers. This opens the door under certain
circumstances to forcing war captives into involuntary indentured
servitude with a six year limit.
The Holy Bible gives other instruction regarding slavery and indentured
servitude.
Slaves, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling,
with a sincere heart, as you would Christ, not by the way of
eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as servants of Christ,
doing the will of God from the heart, rendering service with a
good will as to the Lord and not to man, knowing that
whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from
the Lord, whether he is a slave or free. Masters, do the same
to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who is
both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no
partiality with him. (Ephesians 6:5-9)
Each one should remain in the condition in which he was
called. Were you a slave when called? Do not be concerned
about it. (But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of
the opportunity.) For he who was called in the Lord as a slave
is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when
called is a slave of Christ. You were bought with a price; do
not become slaves of men. So, brothers, in whatever
condition each was called, there let him remain with God. (1
Corinthians 7:19-24)
And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.
(Luke 6:31)
Clearly, voluntary slavery and both voluntary and involuntary indentured
servitude are not normally optimal situations. They are still permitted by
God. The clear implication is that in the voluntary case, both master and
slave or indentured servant must be expected to benefit from the
relationship. This is in common with other economic transactions from a
Christian free market perspective. Slavery can be useful for poor relief in
certain cases. It also provides a much more humane option where a
criminal must make restitution than the current system of putting
criminals in cages like animals.
We can now pull out a fairly long list of human rights from what we have
learned. However, we do need to note that some have linked employeremployee relationships to master-slave relationships. There are
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applicable teachings that do carry over, but the modern employeremployee relationship carries far more elements of the vendor-customer
relationship than the master-slave relationship. That this is so may be
seen by the fact that 1 Corinthians 7:19-24 seems to imply an involuntary
relationship which a slave might otherwise flee if he were free.
First, every human has the right to be free from involuntary servitude
(slavery) save by prior voluntary consent, judicial due process as a result
of lawful debt or restitution, or from capture in war if the person is from
a country that is prosecuting an unjust war.
Servitude has a maximum six year limit, except that after a period of
indentured servitude, a person may voluntarily become a permanent
slave.
In the event of judicial process, payment of the debt for which
indentured servitude was imposed must result in manumission. (Exodus
21:8, Leviticus 25:49)
The victim of theft or property crime has a right to restitution up to six
or seven years of service by the thief or vandal.
A slave, even a thief or vandal, must be humanely treated.
A master has a right to service by the indentured servant or slave and the
right to enforce it by reasonable corporal punishment if necessary.
A discharged indentured servant has the right to a generous nest egg to
help resume life as a freeman.
Finally, in America, the Thirteenth Amendment explicitly permits
involuntary indentured servitude for punishment for a crime (but not
debt). It is unclear to what extent voluntary indentured servitude may be
permissible since some forms are clearly already permitted under
contract law. It is also not clear, but it would seem that the option of
voluntarily remaining a permanent slave is also not permitted.
Overall, in a free society, slavery should be infrequent, in contrast to the
historic pattern of large slave populations. Slavery is most useful as a
means of obtaining restitution from recalcitrant thieves and vandals. It
also has value in giving some of the sluggardly poor a living, possibly
even training them in disciplined work.
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Chapter 18 – The Right to Sexual Purity
“You shall not commit adultery.” (Exodus 20:14)
Adultery and Fornication
The sins prevalent in America today are deep and wide ranging. It is also
arguable that issues of this Commandment are among the most
controversial as of this writing. Even abortion is largely motivated by
extramarital sex. In contrast to American culture, God abhors sexual sin
of all kinds.
If a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor, both
the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.
(Leviticus 20:10)
When men fight with one another and the wife of the one
draws near to rescue her husband from the hand of him who
is beating him and puts out her hand and seizes him by the
private parts, then you shall cut off her hand. Your eye shall
have no pity. (Deuteronomy 25:11-12)
Besides outright adultery, God also takes violations of modesty extremely
seriously. Here is what would seem to be a good excuse for immodest
groping – an attempt to keep her husband from getting beat up. But God
still roundly condemns this violation of modesty. (It would not seem that
this passage limits other lawful defenses against attackers, or the
methods by which a woman under assault might defend herself. 85)
Do the verses above seem harsh? Perhaps Moses had a hornet buzzing in
his ear as God was speaking?
And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” And
Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah. But God came
to Abimelech in a dream by night and said to him, “Behold,
you are a dead man because of the woman whom you have
taken, for she is a man’s wife.” … I know that you have done
this in the integrity of your heart, and it was I who kept you
from sinning against me. Therefore I did not let you touch
her. (Genesis 20:2-6)
The death penalty for adultery did not start with Moses. This event took
place some 600 years before Moses. Why are so many people squeamish

158

about executing adulterers? Was God, who created the heavens and the
earth, with billions of galaxies, still a bit green and learning on the job
perhaps? Trust God. After all, would God give bad laws to his very own
chosen people whom He led out of Egypt?
In America, the sexual saturation is complete. We are inundated by sexual
images, immodest clothing, advertising and perversions in the news that
were unmentionable sixty years ago. People all around us have
relationships that would have been carefully hidden in times past. The
propaganda barrage against “You shall not commit adultery” is of nuclear
intensity, both overt and subtle. Hence, our view of normal has shifted.
This has affected our consciences and is why God’s Word seems harsh to
many. As a nation, America’s conscience has been seared.
To state it simply, sex with anything, outside of a marriage between one
man and one woman is evil. We have already noted that adultery and
groping are evil. But using the same principles we have used for all of the
Commandments, there are deeper applications.
But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with
lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his
heart. (Matthew 5:28)
Therefore every married person has the human right to a chaste spouse,
inwardly as well as outwardly. Every person of both sexes has the human
right to respect of their modesty – physically, visually and otherwise.
Because rape and adultery are capital crimes, just as lethal force is
allowable to prevent murder or serious bodily harm, so likewise every
person has the human right to defend himself or herself against rape or
groping with lethal force. WARNING: That is God’s law, but human law
may not allow it in all jurisdictions. Check in your jurisdiction.
Husbands and wives also have the right to prevent adultery with lethal
force. See WARNING above.
Please note that one may “prevent,” not avenge after the fact.
Perverted Genetics?
We must now address a common claim that certain perverted sexual
behaviors are innate and therefore should be permissible. There are now
organized advocates for not only “gay” rights, but also for legalized
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bestiality, polygamy, pederasty, and who knows what all. Let us begin by
looking at another problem and learn by analogy.
Consider shoplifters who steal items for their own personal use. One
such thief may steal clothing. Another will be after portable music
players. Another may steal tools. Why the differences?
Character determines honesty or dishonesty. Once the shoplifter decides
to become a thief, the items stolen reflect individual personalities in the
same way that honest purchases reflect individuals depending on their
personalities. But whatever they choose to steal, shoplifters are still
thieves.
In contrast to the desire for material goods and greed, sexual desire and
lust are mediated by powerful hormones in the body and very deep and
basic instincts. Yet, the principle is the same. Personality helps determine
the type of temptation and how sinful behavior is expressed. But
character determines chastity or unchastity. Just as no shoplifter can
excuse his theft on the basis of his personality or genetics, so no
unchaste person can excuse his or her unchastity on the basis of
personality or genetics.
We must be very clear about something. God did not create anyone a
sexual pervert of any type at all. God has, however, given some people up
to particular sexual perversions due to their sin and rebellion against
Jesus Christ (Romans 1:21-25). Such people need to repent and turn to
Jesus Christ and obey Him. A good Bible believing church or
organizations
such
as
Exodus
International
(www.exodusinternational.org) can help you if you are in this situation.
There cannot possibly be a right to do that which God has forbidden.
Thus, “gay rights” and other supposed “rights” to various sins do not
exist. On the contrary, the civil magistrate is compelled to punish such
sins where God has commanded him to do so. The fact that two adults
are consenting to sin has no bearing on this matter. What matters is what
God commanded.
Pornography and Visual Modesty
We now turn to the issue of pornography and visual modesty. Here we
have a difficult tangle of factors which, if not carefully untangled, will
only lead to more confusion.
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When dealing with the issues of pornography and visual modesty, given
the wide range of human sin, it is probable that a comprehensive
definition of pornography will remain elusive. Control (as in “pest
control”) of pornography will be affected by this problem. The same is
true of issues of visual modesty.
Common to both issues is the problem of immodest exhibition. Yet, here
also, there is have a problem. A “skirt” which is an inch long is clearly
immodest. A skirt that covers the toes is clearly modest. Where do you
draw the line? The same problem exists for other clothing and even for
poses in photographs. Cultural definitions of modesty also vary greatly.
It is also worth noting that reports from missionaries to Muslim countries
highlight another issue. We are all aware of the fact that Muslim women
are required to cover themselves, frequently to a degree that Westerners
consider extreme. One young man, about to relocate to the Middle East,
reported some hope that this would help alleviate his lustful thoughts.
After being there for a time, he found that he was beginning to “undress”
them mentally. Other anecdotal reports about young men, both natives
and visitors in such countries confirm this as a general tendency. Merely
changing external things is not a cure for sin. We also must not make the
error that women must dress so as to hide their femininity; God gives no
such command. Neither are women required to “prevent” male lust. Both
sexes have responsibility and God actually holds men the more
accountable.
To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and
unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds and their
consciences are defiled. (Titus 1:15)
Advocates of pornography and immodest exhibition claim a right of free
speech. This claim cannot be simply dismissed out of hand. We have
already seen that the human right of free speech comes straight out of
the Holy Bible. Of course, not all speech is permitted, such as blasphemy,
gratuitous insults, slander or lies. It remains however, that in order to
prove any exception to the general right to freedom of speech, that proof
must come from the Holy Bible.
If a man lies with his father’s wife, he has uncovered his
father’s nakedness; both of them shall surely be put to death;
their blood is upon them. (Leviticus 20:11)
Your nakedness shall be uncovered, and your disgrace shall
be seen. I will take vengeance, and I will spare no one. (Isaiah
47:3, See also Ezekiel 16:36-37)

161

The theme of uncovering nakedness is common in Scripture. It may refer
to adultery or fornication. It may refer to exposure of sin and disgrace.
And it may be, in itself, a curse. When God killed animals to make
clothing for Adam and Eve, He did it because, for sinners, nakedness is
greatly shameful. This is a consequence of the fall and why animals do
not need clothing; they are not sinners.
From this first animal sacrifice, we see that there is a human right to have
one’s nakedness covered. The involuntary uncovering of nakedness is a
human rights violation. Thus, it is right and necessary to punish Peeping
Toms and those who steal and publish intimate photographs. Thus also,
pornography created from involuntary uncovered nakedness is
particularly evil. Since children are not able to give true informed
consent, this evil is inherent to child pornography, even where the child
is not actually raped or molested, and even if the child is tricked into
giving consent.
We must still deal with the issue of voluntarily uncovered nakedness.
Recall that all of the commandments cover lesser sins as well as the
greater.
then they shall bring out the young woman to the door of her
father’s house, and the men of her city shall stone her to
death with stones, because she has done an outrageous thing
in Israel by whoring in her father’s house. So you shall purge
the evil from your midst. (Deuteronomy 22:21, See also
Leviticus 19:29, Deuteronomy 23:17:18)
A woman who spends a night with a man for pay is a whore. A woman
who “services” a man for five minutes for pay is a whore. A woman who,
for pay, lets a man grope her is also a whore. One who has an
understanding of how God’s law works will already see where this is
going and is perfectly correct. A woman who exposes her nakedness or
otherwise provides sexual entertainment is also a whore. Those who
pimp for her, whether actual pimps, pornography cameramen or
publishers are also guilty with her. Of course, the same is true for men
who prostitute themselves in any way. The “pay” does not have to be in
money. It can be for favors, prestige, business advancement or any of a
number of evil human motives. Thus, pornography is simply a means of
publishing whoredom. The same applies to voluntary immodest
exhibition.
Advertisers and models take note: Using sex to sell a product is
whoredom and evil.
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Now we are the core of the issue. Pornography and voluntary immodest
exhibition are whoredom. As such, they are against the law of God. Just
as the civil authorities are required to punish full blown prostitution, so
are they required to punish pornographers and their foul helpers. There
is no right to the generation and distribution or use of pornography. The
same applies to any form of sex for sale.
There is an increasing trend towards using digital techniques to create
pornography. It is probable that in the near future it will be possible to
create entirely electronic pornography without the involvement of any
real human subjects. This is still whoredom of the mind of the creator of
such trash. The mode of generation does not change its basic character
or purpose. It is still sex for sale – whoredom.
The difficulty in defining pornography, especially in doubtful cases and
against Satan’s slippery servants, must not prevent authorities (civil,
church and family) from taking full action against it. There is a level of
modest dress below which nearly all Christian parents will not allow for
their children. There is a level of modest dress, below which nearly all
Christian adults would be embarrassed outside of their own homes. This
level, more or less, is where we should draw the line, both for visual
pornography and immodest dress. It is not possible to catch every
criminal. It is not possible to define every form of pornography. It is
neither possible nor desirable for civil rulers to define dress codes. But it
is possible and right to punish obvious cases.
The solution to pornography is first, to recognize that it is evil,
destructive and not a kind of speech which ought to be free. Secondly,
while it is unreasonable to write laws to define all possible pornography,
it is possible to have standards that reasonable jurors can evaluate and
use to judge cases. Here is another situation where twelve jurors armed
with the Holy Bible and common sense can do far more good than a
thousand bureaucrats with word processors.
There is yet additional justification for the suppression of pornography,
relating to the purpose of pornography. This is key, for no physical
object, in and of itself alone, is either good or evil. The purpose of
pornography is clearly to facilitate sinful lust. In fact, large pornographic
magazine publishers employ full-time psychologists who are experts on
this perverted facilitation. The same logic applies to immodest dress.
But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with
lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his
heart. (Matthew 5:28)
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Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to
sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung
around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. (Mark 9:42)
Since God commanded us not to entice others to sin, we have a human
right to not have others entice us to sin. Pornography and immodest
dress and behavior fit this criterion tightly. For this and other reasons
given above, there is no right to pornography. The same applies to
immodest exhibition. Although all of the evidence points to the same
conclusion, it is the prohibition and punishment of whoredom
commanded in the Holy Bible that gives the civil government the
authority from King Jesus to punish pornographers, indecent exposure
and other sexual entertainment.
It is intuitive to most people that violations of their modesty are human
rights violations. Yet, for those who desire to remain pure and holy in
their walk with Christ, immodest exhibition and pornography, to say
nothing of other violations, are also a violation of their right to serve
King Jesus. Even for those who do not serve Jesus Christ, such are
violations of their human rights for they are enticed to sin and will thus
bear the wrath of God for their sin in Hell if they do not repent and trust
in Jesus Christ. It is thus necessary for America to repent and take all sin,
including sexual sins, as seriously as God takes them.
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Chapter 19 – The Right to Private Property
“You shall not steal.” (Exodus 20:15)
Private Property is a Human Right
Because God commanded us to not steal, we all have the right to private
property. Private property is a human right. Contrary to some current
thought, property rights are not in the least inferior to other human
rights.
God gave us this Commandment even while He quite justly claims
everything for Himself.
For “the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.” (1
Corinthians 10:26, See also Matthew 5:3)
All that we have is God’s and we hold it in trust, as stewards, for God. At
the same time, everything we have is a gift from God as well, entrusted to
our care. Yet, nowhere does the Holy Bible imply that because God owns
all, that this implies any type of forced collectivism or negation of the
right to private property.
Acts 4:32 – 5:11 relates the well known story of how the very earliest
Christians in Jerusalem had all things in common, and how Ananias and
Sapphira sold land, but lied about the sale price, keeping some of the
money for themselves. God struck them dead, not for keeping money
back, but for lying.
While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And
after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that
you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied
to men but to God (Acts 5:4)
Ananias’ problem was that he was a boastful liar looking for the favor of
men. He could have kept back part and said so with no problem. Peter
had no difficulty with private ownership of property.
Acts 4:32ff has been used as a supposed proof of the value of involuntary
collectivism. But this passage disproves that. This cooperative ownership
was a way to meet the many needs caused by the explosive growth of the
infant church. Imagine your own congregation doubling in size every
week. Voluntary cooperative ownership is not a problem. It is forced
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collectivism that is a problem – when private property is taken by force.
One form of cooperative ownership is the corporation, as in “XXXXX, Inc.”
or “XXXXX, LLC.” Other forms of cooperative ownership include
condominiums, agricultural co-ops, mutual funds, mutual insurance
companies and various informal arrangements. Because these are
voluntary, all are quite valid.
In fact, God’s ultimate ownership of all strengthens the case for private
property. Jesus Christ is king over each individual. Each individual is
responsible to his own King and must be content with such stewardship
responsibilities as are given to him. Likewise the church and civil
authorities each also have their well defined responsibilities as stewards
and ministers of King Jesus. None of the King’s servants are allowed to
overstep their particular boundaries.
Food Freedom
One form of private property, food, has been a topic of religious
controversy for centuries. In recent years there has been increasing
pressure by some groups to outlaw various food items, such as meat.
Some, such as animal rights activists operate from what are essentially
religious motives. Others, having legitimate concerns over obesity and
other health issues, overstep their bounds and become busybodies,
attempting to legislate our diet. As a matter of economic freedom and
individual responsibility, it is necessary to recall the Holy Bible’s teaching
on freedom of diet.
“Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. And as I
gave you the green plants, I give you everything.” (Genesis
9:3)
“Thus he declared all foods clean.” (Mark 7:19b)
We thus see from the Holy Bible that there is a human right to eat, in
faith and for the glory of God, what one deems fit.
Stealing
There is a little problem: Define “steal.” One place to start is to see for
what kinds of actions God requires restitution. This will help us
understand not only stealing but the limits of private property
protection. Notice that distinctions are made between accidents and
deliberate harm.
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If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he
shall repay five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep.
(Exodus 22:1)
However Leviticus 6:1-5 allows a yet uncaught thief to repent, confess
and add a fifth as restitution.
When a man opens a pit, or when a man digs a pit and does
not cover it, and an ox or a donkey falls into it, the owner of
the pit shall make restoration. He shall give money to its
owner, and the dead beast shall be his. (Exodus 21:33-34, See
also v35-36)
You shall not see your brother’s ox or his sheep going astray
and ignore them. You shall take them back to your brother.
And if he does not live near you and you do not know who he
is, you shall bring it home to your house, and it shall stay
with you until your brother seeks it. Then you shall restore it
to him. And you shall do the same with his donkey or with
his garment, or with any lost thing of your brother’s, which
he loses and you find; you may not ignore it. (Deuteronomy
22:1-3)
If fire breaks out and catches in thorns so that the stacked
grain or the standing grain or the field is consumed, he who
started the fire shall make full restitution. (Exodus 22:6)
If a man borrows anything of his neighbor, and it is injured
or dies, the owner not being with it, he shall make full
restitution. If the owner was with it, he shall not make
restitution; if it was hired, it came for its hiring fee.” (Exodus
22:14)
Not only outright theft but property damage, whether or not accidental,
requires restitution to the owner. Accidental damage only requires
restitution, whereas malicious damage or theft requires restitution times
some multiple. Lost property does not pass to the finder. Losers may be
weepers, but finders are not keepers unless the owner is not found in
spite of efforts to find the owner. There is also a presumption of perfect
care on the part of a borrower. To fail in any of these obligations is theft,
even if the original event was accidental.
The words “computer” or “laser” do not appear in the Bible. So we have
to dig deeper into biblical principles to understand whether the Holy
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Bible supports such concepts as intellectual property, patents,
copyrights, software licenses, etc. This will also help us understand
private property rights versus stealing.
Fruit of Labor
In biblical times, how might someone come into possession of a skin of
wine or a basket of wheat? There were really only three ways, barring a
miracle: It could be a gift or inheritance, voluntarily given; one could
purchase it with money or bartered goods; or one could grow/make it
with his own labor or hired labor. The latter is most significant in the
present discussion.
For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle
an ox when it treads out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is
concerned? Does he not speak entirely for our sake? It was
written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in
hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the crop.
If we have sown spiritual things among you, is it too much if
we reap material things from you? (1 Corinthians 9:8-11, See
also 1 Timothy 5:18)
Here we see a basic principle. The one who works deserves his wages.
However, this “deserves” is not absolute; owners and sharecroppers both
suffer when crops fail, for example. The passage above also directly
authorizes wages for spiritual labors.
So if an ox deserves its wages, then authors, inventors, artists and others
who labor to produce such ethereal and non-material things such as
books, ideas, music and photographs are also worthy of their wages. Nonspecialists often do not appreciate the labor that goes into these things.
Internet users and music consumers, in particular, should realize the
justice of this in spite of the current culture and the unsettled
environment caused by rapid technological change which has led to both
unfair practices and unrealistic expectations.
Thus, those who produce intellectual or spiritual property or services
have the same human right to wages or profits as do those who produce
physical property or services.
The issues surrounding intellectual property are exactly the kind of thing
for which God gave civil authorities not only executive and judicial
authority, but legislative authority. The legislator’s job is to exegete the
Word of God and bring just, fair and useful application of it into civil law.
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The Right to Commerce
Economic freedom is basically the right to work for hire or to hire, buy,
sell, invest, borrow, lend and otherwise use and trade money and goods
as one sees fit. In any society with a high division of labor, trade or
commerce is a huge percentage of life’s affairs. We must recall that
human rights exist by default. That is, there must be justification from
the Holy Bible in the form of explicit authorization before human liberty
may be infringed upon. Yet, to foil the foul schemes of the Serpent, we
seek the Word of God for such specific rights and teachings as may be
found.
The Scripture is full of various odd places where God or Jesus on earth
commanded someone to buy or sell something for some reason or
another.
Yet you, O Lord God, have said to me, ‘Buy the field for
money and get witnesses’—though the city is given into the
hands of the Chaldeans.’ (Jeremiah 32:25)
When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “One thing you still
lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” (Luke
18:22)
Scripture does regulate commerce. This regulation implies its acceptance.
A just balance and scales are the Lord’s; all the weights in the
bag are his work. (Proverbs 16:11, See also Proverbs 20:23)
It is utterly impossible, in light of Scripture, to claim that there is not a
general right to freely engage in commerce. In the Parable of the Talents,
Jesus said,
Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was
my own with interest. (Matthew 25:27)
But:
If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor,
you shall not be like a moneylender to him, and you shall not
exact interest from him. (Exodus 22:25)
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Interest on loans has been historically a matter of controversy among
Christians, but Scripture does not forbid interest. Almost every passage
on interest that condemns interest is in the context of dealing with the
poor. There are two exceptions: Psalm 15:5 (a summary of various
virtues) and Deuteronomy 23:19-20. Not only are we to forgo interest on
loans to the poor, but we are to release, in our hearts, the principal as
well. Further, we are not to take any collateral which is essential to life or
well-being. (Deuteronomy 24:6, 10-13)
In fact, one must ask why the Holy Bible speaks so much about making
loans to the poor. Why not just forbid loans outright and mandate only
giving? Such loans give the poor opportunity to honor God by labor, and
to repay the loan and retain self-respect.
The general right to buy and sell must include the general right to buy,
sell and lend money, just as there is a general right to buy, sell and lend
goods (such as oxen). After all, money, especially gold or silver, is a
commodity also. The Holy Bible, by accepting and regulating commerce
strongly and unequivocally teaches that there is a general human right to
engage in commerce and other financial transactions. Combined with the
already established rights to work, to receive wages for work, to hire
laborers and to buy and sell goods and services, we have a Holy Biblebased broad and general human right to economic freedom and freedom
of commerce.
Blowing Up Freedom
Some attention must be given to the role of money, considering its major
role in life. Historically, money was nothing other than some particularly
valuable thing that served as a medium of exchange of value. Gold, silver,
bronze and copper were most common. Transactions were at markets
where merchant and customer would haggle, then agree on a price. The
agreement might be pure barter, purchase for metal or a combination. If
metal entered into the transaction, it would be some weight of whichever
metal was agreed upon. Both the goods and the money would be weighed
or otherwise measured. In the time period of about 650 B.C. coined
money came into general use, though pieces of metal with stamped
weight values were known long before that.
The idea of a coin was that its value was known on sight and it did not
have to be weighed. This did not quite work as shaving coins was a
common practice. Croesus is credited with making his coins “legal
tender.” That is, these coins could not be refused in satisfaction of a
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debt. Around the sixteenth century techniques were developed to mill, or
otherwise define the edges of coins so that they could not be shaved or
clipped without detection. They would thus retain their weight. Of course
no system is perfect and counterfeiting continues even today.
Aristotle is credited86 with noting that money should be portable,
durable, divisible and most importantly, be a store of value. Milled coins
introduced another desirable trait – verifiability of value to some
reasonable degree of confidence.
In time, people would store money – real gold, a store of genuine value –
in banks for safekeeping and receive a certificate or receipt in return.
These receipts were traded and paper money was thus born.
In America, paper money formerly represented actual gold or silver and
could be presented to the US Treasury for redemption in metal. Through
a long series of thefts and betrayals, largely centered around the Federal
Reserve87, modern American money is now largely digital information,
with pieces of paper used for smaller transactions. Paper money cannot
be exchanged for gold or silver and is backed only by digital information.
What is important for the present purposes is that most of what
Americans call “money” is nothing but information stored on computers.
Information stored on computers can be changed at will if you own the
computers.
The subject of money, particularly its history and the role of the Federal
Reserve and other government deceit and theft is important for
Americans to know. If this material is new to you, further reading is very
much needed so that you will be an informed voter.88
Inflation, a very major human rights violation, is frequently in the news,
but its nature and cause are poorly understood. We must carefully
distinguish between changes in prices due to supply and demand,
productivity improvements and the like and changes in prices due to
changes in the money supply.
Consider the following table:
1960
2009 Increase
Ratio
$0.04
$0.44
11.0
$2954
$28000
9.5
0.31
$2.60
8.4
$0.49
$3.50
7.1
$0.57
$2.00
3.5
$0.15
$0.62
4.2

Item
First class postage stamp
Chevrolet Impala, loaded
Gallon of gasoline
Gallon of milk
Dozen Eggs
McDonalds Hamburger
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615.89
305.2
$35.27
29.37
$1.00

9683.41
8294.1
$1006
212.17
$7.08

15.7
27.2
28.5
7.22
7.08

Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA)
Billions of $ in circulation89
1 oz. Gold
Official Consumer Price Index (CPI) 90
Savings increase with avg 4% rate

The consumer item prices are not necessarily typical and there are local
variations, but the picture is clear. A person who started saving when he
got out of high school and started working in 1960, would now be about
67 and possibly recently retired. That money he saved that first year, if
he got 4% per year average return would now have increased by a ratio of
7.08. The CPI increase ratio was 7.22. Thus he actually lost value. The CPI
is also almost half the increase in the DJIA. Thus stocks have gained only
half of what the index would seem to indicate. We must also be aware
that the CPI is heavily manipulated and typically lower than the actual
cost of living increase. Due to improvements in agricultural and
industrial productivity, not all things have increased in price at the same
rate. In fact, were it not for monetary inflation, things would now
generally be much lower in dollar cost. For an indication of this, note how
close the ratios are for the price of gold, which is hard money, and the
money in circulation.
The law of supply and demand is well known: as the supply of something
goes up relative to demand, prices fall. When demand for something goes
up relative to supply, prices rise. This holds true for all goods and
services, including money. Prices serve as information. Rising prices are
an invitation to people to produce more or get into that business. Falling
prices are a warning to produce less or stay out of that business. On the
other side, rising prices are a signal to buyers to start looking for ways to
use less or to use something else. Falling prices are a signal to buyers to
consume more rather than something else. Now this is kindergarten
economics, but judging by many people’s actions, it seems to be widely
ignored or forgotten.91
Rising or falling prices are not bad in themselves. True, price changes do
cause discomfort. One may not like falling wages or higher prices, but
these are signals to do something different. If people around the world
drive more, they need more oil, so the price goes up. This is not monetary
inflation. Yes, the Consumer Price Index goes up. Of course it did, prices
just went up. But this is not true monetary inflation. This is just the law
of supply and demand. The powers-that-be work very hard to confuse us
on this point. We must distinguish between price inflation (really a
misnomer) and true monetary inflation. Consider how similar are the
statements in the table below based upon the law of supply and demand.

172

When the supply of stuff goes
down, with constant demand, stuff
becomes more valuable; it takes
more money to buy stuff. Prices
rise.

When the supply of money goes
down, with constant demand,
money becomes more valuable; it
takes more stuff to buy money.
Prices fall.

When the supply of stuff goes up,
with
constant
demand,
stuff
becomes less valuable; it takes less
money to buy stuff. Prices fall.

When the supply of money goes
up, with constant demand, money
becomes less valuable; it takes less
stuff to buy money. Prices rise.

When the supply of money goes up, with constant demand, money
becomes less valuable, so things cost more. This point is absolutely
crucial and must be understood.
Look at the ratios in the table above. In 1960, computers were monsters
that filled whole rooms and were mysterious “electronic brains.” Middle
managers spent their careers just transferring information from upper
management to supervisors and workers. Robots were still science
fiction. In spite of increased government bureaucracy and regulations
which have added huge costs, automation, information technology, and
advances in many fields of science and engineering have brought about
an overall increase in productivity in all of agriculture and industry.
Rising productivity means rising supply, hence falling prices. If you are
young, please ask your grandmother or grandfather how many of the
gadgets that you now have were around in 1960. Ask about iron lungs,
adjusting carburetors, manual typewriters, bookkeeping by ledger and
adding machine, testing TV tubes, and costly long distance telephone
calls. We are much better off. The supply of gadgets has gone way up;
thus, real gadget prices have gone way down. But prices, as measured in
dollars, have gone up even more.
Thus, the increase in prices was less than the increase in the money
supply. But note the close connection between the gold price ratio and
the money supply increase ratio. Had the money supply not gone up,
consumer prices would have actually fallen steeply. It must be reiterated
again – prices alone are not a measure of monetary inflation. Many things
affect prices. Monetary inflation is only one of them. To use prices alone
to measure monetary inflation is completely invalid. The Consumer Price
Index is official fraud.
So how is it that the supply of money has gone up so much? Ignoring the
details, to put it simply, the U.S. Federal government periodically adds or
even subtracts money from the system in order to try to control the

173

economy, or for the purpose of financing the Federal government. This
money is not money stashed away somewhere. Rather, the government
creates money out of thin air. The numbers in the computers are just
changed. This is a very simplified explanation of several possible
complex processes, involving smoke, mirrors and furiously busy
accountants, but the details do not change the essential reality of what
happens or its effects.
Two of these processes that are commonly in the news are “printing
money” by “monetizing debt” and Federal borrowing via Treasury Notes,
Bills and Bonds. In the first case, little money is actually printed; the
numbers in the computers are just changed. But since there is nothing
backing the new money, there is no moral or practical difference between
this and a counterfeiter printing bogus bills in his basement. The second
case, Federal borrowing, also creates money out of thin air, putting more
money into circulation.
In order to have a complete picture, it is also necessary to understand
what happens in the private sector, when money “vanishes.” This
discussion is needed because some fairly loose language in the popular
media seems to have created confusion. Imagine that you were to go buy
an antique vase. In the world of double entry bookkeeping, you assets
have not changed. Your cash went down and your durable assets went
up, but your asset total is unchanged. But if you drop it and it shatters in
the parking lot, your assets now go down by the price of the vase. But no
money “vanished”; the merchant still has your money. Still, in accounting
terms, if the vase cost $20, you lost $20, but $20 of money did not just
vanish. Loans work the same way. If you loan $20 and it is not paid back,
you lost $20, but the $20 did not vanish; the deadbeat (or maybe the local
pub) still has the $20.
To continue with the vase, suppose you buy the vase for $20 and its
collectable value goes up to $50. Using double-entry bookkeeping, you
have gained $30 in assets if you mark the vase to market. No money is
created; the seller still has only $20. If the market price goes down to $10
when you sell it you lose $10 from the purchase price, but no money
vanished. In another sense, you also “lost” $40 from what you might have
sold it at market peak. But again, no money vanished. In all cases, the
seller of the vase still has your $20. This is true whether the buyer gains
or loses when selling the vase. Stocks, bonds and other investments work
in exactly the same way.
But in contrast to this, government manipulations do actually destroy or
create money92. When the government creates money, the money supply
goes up and the “stuff” price of money goes down – in other words,
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things cost more. This is real monetary inflation. Rising or falling prices
are not inflation. Rising or falling prices are uncomfortable for some
people some of the time but are good for the economy overall. Prices give
important information that make us all more efficient and better
stewards. But monetary inflation is stealing, pure and simple, thus: a
human rights violation.
Sometimes, one may see the effects of inflation when the dollar falls on
world currency markets. Unfortunately, this is not a good measure as
America is not the only country inflating its currency. Metals prices are
also a measure, but they are subject to market demand as any other
commodity, and can thus be quite volatile.
Why is inflation stealing? First, because if there is 10% inflation over the
time of the deposit, that $1000 in your bank is now only worth $900. You
just got robbed of $100.93 Yes, you did get interest, but your principal
was robbed. Secondly, if someone owes you $1000, then if there was 10%
inflation, you are also robbed of $100 when you are paid back.
As if this were not bad enough, the US Treasury and Federal Reserve have
an assistant rapist, the IRS. Suppose you invest $1000 in stocks. Inflation
is 10% over your investment period. You get $1400 when you sell the
stocks. You pay taxes on the $400. But, about $120 of that was due to
inflation. So you get the privilege of paying taxes on $120 of fake gains.
You should have only paid taxes on $280. Even if you sold the stock for
the inflation rate at $1100, you still pay taxes on the $100 for the
privilege of keeping your money. Also, since the CPI is manipulated,
“bracket creep” pushes taxpayers into higher tax brackets, adding to the
tax rape due to inflation.
Why does the government do this? Because they spend more than they
take in. They are unwilling to live within their means. Bribing voters is
expensive, after all. Not only does inflation hurt the thrifty, but it rewards
debtors. Since the government is abysmally deep in debt, this is another
motive.
The wicked borrows but does not pay back (Psalm 37:21a)
Another pernicious problem is that inflation discourages saving for the
future. This is contrary to the Scripture’s teaching that debt is a form of
(allowable) bondage.94
There is at least one more related problem with inflation via government
debt. Capital is removed from capital markets by government borrowing.
The government can pay whatever it needs to attract this capital to
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finance its spending deficits. Thus, capital to build factories and
businesses is both less available and more expensive. This is another
form of stealing. We all pay this tax as well because more expensive
capital leads to more expensive goods and services. The matter is worse
for those who pay higher interest rates on loans for consumer items
because the interest would be lower were it not for inflation.
True economic freedom requires some significant changes in the way the
American and other national governments operate. Governments must
not be allowed to control the supply of money. The way to return to
sound and honest money is technically complex and beyond the scope of
this book95 but well within reach. Property rights are human rights. “You
shall not steal.” Stealing includes sneaky tricks like stealing by inflation.
Just as nobody, including the government, has the right to raid your
pantry or refrigerator, nobody, including the government, has the right to
raid your savings or investments. Inflation is an enormously massive
human rights violation by which thieves have stolen literally trillions of
dollars.
The doctrine96 that the government must “manage” the money supply
and the economy is deeply and pervasively entrenched in current
economic and political theory. No such authority is given to the civil
rulers by God. This theory is as deeply entrenched, and as absurd and
wrong, as Darwinism.
Chains of Taxation
We must turn next to the matter of taxation. We have seen that taxes are
necessary. But this does not give civil governments leave to use taxes in
such a way so as to destroy economic freedom or otherwise to use
taxation as a means of social control or interfering in people’s lives. God
permits taxes only to support the job He gave to civil authorities. It is a
matter of simple fact that if the government taxes something, we get less
of it. If the government subsidizes something, we get more of it. This is a
well known method of social engineering, and it is evil.
This principle is also unavoidably true when productive enterprise or
labor is taxed. Certainly if governments stay within their biblical bounds
(i.e., the job description of civil ministers of King Jesus), taxes will be
lower and less destructive however they are applied. Higher taxes do
more damage.
The Holy Bible does not define allowable tax methods. Romans 13:1-7
does mention “custom” – a tax on merchandise sold, transported, or

176

both. That is the origin of “U.S. Customs.” 1 Samuel 8:10ff mentions “take
a tenth” which might be either property taxes or income taxes, as well as
involuntary servitude. Exodus 30:15 describes a head tax (for the church,
not the state). Yet,
You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to
the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you
judge your neighbor. (Leviticus 19:15, See also James 2:1)
Since God commands impartiality in civil justice and even personal
affairs, it cannot be denied that taxation must also be impartial. This
excludes such practices as taxing one person but not another, or taxing
them at different rates. It also excludes customs or sales taxes or other
merchandise taxes which are not uniform with respect to type of
merchandise or the identity of the buyer or seller. If there is a sales tax,
all merchants or customers must pay the same rate for everything. If
there is a head tax, it must apply to all in the same amount. If there is an
income tax, everybody must pay the same percentage of income. In this
way the impact of taxes on economic freedom is minimized. If this
principle is violated, taxation becomes a means of economic control and
such taxes thus violate economic freedom.
Some of the complexity of the American income tax system is simply a
reflection of the multitude of ways to earn income. The tax system does
actually do a fairly good job of accurately measuring profits. But much
additional complexity arises from a multiplicity of taxes and treating
different people, companies and industries, and types of income in
different ways. The government does this as a means of social control
and economic manipulation. That part is evil. God is no respecter of
persons and neither should we be.
While the tithe is for the church, not the state, the principle of its
uniform application teaches us about civil taxation as well. God’s tithe is
a flat 10% for all people, for all income. This principle of uniformity
applies to types of taxes other than income taxes as well. What is good
enough for God is good enough for Caesar.
Legitimate and Illegitimate Public Works
Are public works biblical? That is about like asking if a business is legit
or not. Is the business selling groceries, or is it a house of ill repute? We
must first recall the job description of civil ministers of King Jesus. With
this in mind, clearly those works which support the biblically legitimate
functions of civil government are allowable and necessary. Courthouses,
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military bases, office buildings, etc. are all needed for a government to
function.
But what about such things as airports, stadiums, schools and parks? The
answer must be that since we do not find these in the job description of
ministers of King Jesus, then they are strictly a matter for the private
sector to build and operate if there be enough demand. There are still
many private airports. If bus companies build or rent their own bus
stations, why not airlines? Sports teams certainly have enough money to
build their own stadiums. Why do citizens of some cities have to pay
extra sales tax to support stadiums? There are plenty of private schools,
and many private parks. But these observations are merely incidental;
these things are simply not part of the job description of the civil
government. To exact taxes at gunpoint from citizens for these things is
theft, pure and simple.
Even fire departments can be private. Customers just pay per fire run. It
is expensive, but insurance companies would gladly pay for a fire run and
a small claim rather than a large claim. In some areas, pay-per-call is
actually used, or one may pay an annual retainer instead.
Transportation
Transportation, however, would appear to pose some peculiar difficulties.
We have established a human right to free travel. But how can one travel
if one is “landlocked” by other private property upon which you are not
allowed? We must consider this issue carefully for two reasons. First,
freedom of travel and transportation is an important human right.
Human rights violations in this area are routine and need to be corrected.
Second, since it is commonly assumed that it is, and can only be, the
government’s job to provide roads and highways, we need to address the
issue of the apparent “breakdown” in the civil government’s job
description. Providing roads and other transportation is simply not given
in the Holy Bible as part of the civil government’s job description. If we
arbitrarily allow an exception for roads and other transportation, we
disobey God. Importantly, the way would appear to be opened for all
manner of exceptions at a government’s whim, and thus tyranny.
Governments will always seek more power to satisfy official egos, power
lust and pride.
In addition to roads, we must consider all ground transport, such as
railroads, utility lines, and pipelines that may potentially impinge on
private property. Hence, we shall consider all ground transportation
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generally as a single category, including vehicles on roads or tracks,
electricity through wires, “stuff” pumped through pipelines, etc.
To begin with, there are actually quite a few completely private roads in
existence.
Many
American
neighborhoods
have
neighborhood
associations which maintain the roads in their communities. The cost of
the roads was part of the house cost and the upkeep of the roads is from
association dues. Sweden has a large number of roads which are privately
owned by local residents and managed by local associations, a system
with ancient roots.97 The State of Indiana has contracted with private
firms to operate its 157 mile toll road.98 Neither is it to be overlooked
that many roads are built or maintained by private contractors.
We see thus, that there is no actual need for governments to own or
maintain roads, utilities or other transportation infrastructure. The fact
that most roads and many utilities are government owned and
maintained is a matter of historical choice 99 and convenience, not
necessity.
Neither is it necessary that roads or utilities be government operated.
Utility and road monopolies are sometimes justified by the idea of a
natural monopoly.100 The idea is that it is impracticable in some cases for
two companies to serve a market due to economies of scale and large
capital investment. Utilities are thus granted legal monopolies and are
tightly regulated. However, the theory of natural monopolies is not
accepted by all economists. Changes in technology continually create new
opportunities and ways of doing business. The “utility model” is also not
satisfactory; utilities are among the most hated businesses in America.
Customers have no choice and utilities take advantage of this. Also, since
utilities are highly regulated, the effect is basically government control
over utility customers. Although some steps have been taken to
encourage competition among utilities, these have not always worked
well.
Before dealing directly with the questions raised by allowing competing
private firms to build, maintain and operate roads and utilities, it is
worth noting a few things. First, in many cases, there are already
transportation companies operating in parallel with one another, most
notably railroads and pipeline companies. These industries cooperate at a
basic level. Railroads move cars and even trains from one railroad to the
other and pipelines are also interconnected. In both cases, the networks
are sometimes parallel, but generally cover different territories.
Second, utilities and pipelines have a small footprint 101 and can pass
underground or over obstructions with much greater ease than roads.
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Thus, there is not actually a significant operating impediment to allowing
multiple utilities to lay lines and compete against one another if they
wish. Cross-country (i.e., over longer distances in more sparsely
populated areas), similar to railroads, the same is true for road
companies. What do we do when different companies’ assets intersect?
Sometimes, for mutual benefit, they may choose to interconnect or
establish an intersection, for example a road intersection. Otherwise, it
seems that a reasonable rule would be, that any new line, road, or
railroad that intersects an existing company’s installation must go over
or under the existing assets at their own expense, or negotiate other
arrangements with the existing firm.
These observations significantly narrow the issue to three main points.
First, how do we handle the matter of roads in cities and other congested
areas where multiple parallel road systems are clearly unworkable. The
answers to this question will also apply somewhat in areas served by only
one company due to sparseness of population, etc.
Second, who gets to run the roads, pipelines, etc., and how do we protect
freedom of travel from excessive costs or abuses by road and other
transportation and utility owners? We must also ensure that those who
build and operate them are fairly compensated for their service.
Third, how do we ensure freedom of travel while protecting private
landowners who may not want to give up their land for transportation
use?
These are hot issues politically even with government-owned and
operated roads. Proposed major roads or electrical transmission lines
tend to generate intense controversy. Traffic law enforcement and costs
of roads and vehicle taxes are more or less constant news items.
Because of the difficulty of having multiple competing road companies in
crowded cities and towns, it appears necessary to move somewhat in the
direction of the present day “utility model” where a regulated company
provides all services. This does not mean that one company must provide
all road services in a given city. A mitigation of the utility model would be
to give each road company legal control over monopoly assets for only a
set time, perhaps, seven years. Customers would vote every seven years
whether or not to renew. If there is not a renewal, the company would be
compelled to sell the monopoly assets at fair market value to the new
operator. An auction could also be used. This potential loss would be an
incentive for good customer service.
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Some type of association would facilitate this voting and oversight and it
would be separate from the civil government. The association would also
mediate between the company and users. Because of its monopoly status,
such an association will need appropriate legislative oversight.
Competition invariably raises quality and lowers costs when the free
market is allowed to operate, even if decisions are made only every few
years about who provides the service. The association would consist of
all users or customers of the road. Only customers or users vote or pay
for services rendered. Tax funds are not required. Votes would be
weighted according to the quantity of services purchased. Users also have
an incentive to utilize the roads in a way that lowers costs. They can also
demand better infrastructure if they are willing to pay for it. An
additional advantage is that the civil government, the associations, and
the road companies all provide checks and balances against one another
to enhance consumer protection. This concept must also apply to any
inter-city transportation where there exists only one company providing
services.
Where there is more than one transport company, transportation
companies would compete for customers much the same as any other
business, on quality and service. Competition is the best form of
regulation.
In this age and time, there are plenty of possible inexpensive, fair and
easy-to-use methods of collecting tolls on private roads by electronic
means. There are mathematical methods of ensuring both electronic
payment and individual privacy, and even issuing and tabulating ballots
with privacy. Travelers from out of town should be able to “join up”
either automatically or with a button press. Travelers can choose their
routes depending on who offers the best service and price.
It remains to settle the matter of roads and utilities impinging on
landowners. All landowners also need transportation and have a basic
right to freedom of travel. Thus, there is not an ultimate conflict at the
deepest level. Any method of justly and fairly compensating landowners
is acceptable. Finding these best methods for a particular time, place, and
people is the job of legislators. Where alternate routes are feasible,
utilities and road owners can invite landowners to bid, for example.
Obviously, neither landowners or road and utility owners will always get
what they desire. The Holy Bible does not give us a required form of
government but does specify expected results: Justice and equity. This
includes matters of transportation. Justice is very much the civil official’s
job. It is important that if a government approves taking private property
for transportation that it only be done to support transportation lines.
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It is critical to realize that a transition from the current American system
to a system of private transportation companies, including mediating
user associations, is not a mere administrative matter or technicality. The
resulting checks and balances are important to freedom of travel,
economic freedom and personal liberty. Under the current system, the
same entity that controls the roads also has force of law to enforce its
own rules. The way traffic laws are enforced creates an inherent conflict
of interest as many who are caught “Driving While Black” or “Driving
While From Out of State” can attest 102. There is one provider, and that
provider has full force of law behind it. Impartial justice is difficult to
achieve when the same entity both judges and profits from its
“customers.” It is easy to see that God's Word and sanctified common
sense agree in this case. In the present system, the profit motive hurts
motorists. In a free market system, the profit motive helps customers due
to competition.
The ideas presented here can surely be improved. The point is not to
present a detailed theory of public transportation but rather to
demonstrate the complete practical workability of God’s Word and to
point the way to increased quality and freedom of transportation. 103
It is necessary for all of us to be cautious not to value money or material
goods above God. Yet, such are not unimportant, for God did command
us to subdue the earth and take dominion. Thus, the details of property
rights are important. Although in America, there is a cultural deemphasis of property rights, property rights are human rights no less
than other human rights. Their violations take many forms and all of
these evils deserve correction and repentance.
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Chapter 20 –The Right to Truth
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”
(Exodus 20:16)
This Commandment is all about how we handle information. We now live
in the beginning of the “Information Age,” an era quite comparable to the
beginning of the industrial revolution. Like the beginning of the age of
steam, new technologies are producing not only rapid technological
change, but rapid social and political change as well. The Holy Bible is
quite up to the task of instructing and guiding us in these challenging
times, for the same God who gave this Commandment to Moses has also
brought to pass the present age.
Asbestos Pants104 – An American Fashion
As with many of the Commandments, this one also is expressed in the
form of the worst possible offense, in this case standing in court and
giving false testimony so as to condemn an innocent victim. Yet, there are
many lesser offenses that fall under this commandment.
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the
old self with its practices (Colossians 3:9)
But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for
murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all
liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and
sulfur, which is the second death.” (Revelation 21:8 Emphasis
mine, See also 1 Timothy 1:10)
You are of your father the devil … he is a liar and the father
of lies. (John 8:44)
Lying is pandemic in America. That is putting it very mildly. Lying
permeates every aspect of American culture and life so deeply and
thoroughly that most of us are not even aware of it. Consider some
common examples of everyday lies:
• Calling in sick when one is not ill, or only mildly “not feeling well”
• Telling someone, “good job” to make them feel good without
actually providing honest feedback that would help them improve
• Salesmen who pretend to be genuinely concerned about a
prospect's welfare when they are motivated only by money
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Paid busybodies who declare, “I am here to help you,” whether their
services are desired or not.
• Stores or businesses that declare that something is, “For your
convenience / protection,” when it is only for their benefit.
• Undeserved compliments about dress, appearance, hobbies,
lifestyle, etc., which are designed only to make someone feel good,
without regard for either the truth or providing the person with
useful feedback.
Common to many of these examples is the concept of the “little white lie”
or the unbiblical presupposition that a person's feelings are more
important than that person's overall being, welfare and right to the truth.
•

One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much,
and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in
much. (Luke 16:10)
Please note that the title of this chapter, “The Right to Truth.” It is not
titled, “The Right to an Answer,” or “The Right to Ask Stupid Questions.”
Of course, there are supposed social justifications for many supposedly
“little white” lies. Nonetheless, God said, “Do not lie to one another.” Will
you trust God or not?
Stranger: “Will you sleep with me?”
Lady: “Get lost!”
Stranger: “I’ll pay you one million dollars!”
Lady: “Really? Uhmmm, OK.”
Stranger: “How about one hundred dollars?”
Lady: “A hund-? What do you take me for?!”
Stranger: “We have already established what you are. Now we
merely haggle over the price.105”
Are you a liar or not?
Granting that some sins are smaller than others, all sins are black. Thus
there cannot exist such as thing as a “little white lie.” Lies are sins. They
do not become not sin merely because apparently nobody is harmed or
someone is supposedly made to feel better.
Cheating in school, plagiarism, salesmen lying about products, customers
lying about potential sales volume to get attention from salesmen,
merchants lying about product quality to get sales, customers lying about
product quality to get free use before returning an item, professors
spouting theories they do not live in real life, students agreeing with lies
to get better grades on tests, big fish stories, bogus excuses, false
promises, campaign speeches, Internet hoaxes, cheating on tax returns,
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lying on loan applications, lying to loan applicants, creative accounting …
and the list goes on and on and on – all hateful to God.
It is a human right to be told the truth about everything. This does not
imply that one has a right to an answer to every demand for information.
But because God commands us not to lie, we have a right to not have
someone lie to us. Truth is a human right.
Unfortunately, this is America; we cannot just stop here. There seems to
be the prevailing notion that one is not lying if the words said are the
literal truth, but presented in such a way as to deceive, with intent to
deceive. This is a false notion. If we intend to deceive someone, we are
lying to them. A critical clarification is necessary: If someone
misunderstands us, without intent on our part to create that
misunderstanding, that is mere miscommunication. If you are aware of
that miscommunication however, you may be honor bound to correct it if
you are able. This does not necessarily mean that you are honor bound to
correct wrong conclusions someone draws from poor thinking however.
For example, imagine someone at the “Overtime Sports Bar.” Consider:
“Honey, I will be late tonight. Sorry. Overtime. Bye.” This is a lie, even
though it is the literal truth, if the culprit knows his wife thinks of
overtime from work, being unaware of the existence of the bar.
Everyone must make decisions based upon information. When someone
purposefully gives someone else wrong information, that can lead the
victim to make a wrong or at least poorer decision than he would have
otherwise made. This is not only a violation of his human right to the
truth, but the bad decision also becomes a violation of his right to live in
peace without undue outside interference; you have caused him to act
other than according to his best interests.
A corollary to the fact that we must tell the truth, but do not necessarily
have to give information away is that it is not a lie to be imprecise when
appropriate so long as we do not deceive. For example if someone weighs
168.4 pounds, 168 or even 170 is probably close enough. If selling gold,
on the other hand, that is another matter.
New and Improved Lies
Advertisers are among the worst liars around. Please do not
misunderstand; there does exist honest advertising that is truthful and
does not attempt to mislead, does not use sex to sell, appeal to
covetousness, appeal to keeping up with the Joneses or appeal to vanity
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or pride. Advertising can provide needed information about available
products and services; for this reason, advertising can be useful and
valuable. Unfortunately, most advertising fails to meet these standards.
Usually, it starts right at the beginning. First, they play a trick on you to
make you pay attention to their ad. An example is the junk mail that
looks like it contains a check. This lie causes a person to act contrary to
his own wishes by making him waste time opening the mail. However
small it may seem, this is an instance of manstealing – the recipient is
deprived of a bit of his liberty to do what he pleases. If one troubles to
examine the ad (in spite of the fact that advertiser has already boldly
declared himself to be a liar) the deception goes downhill from there.
Have you noticed how irritating advertising can be? This is intentional.
According to a certain advertising executive, it is a good practice because
the customer forgets the irritation, but remembers the product. Good
practice by whose standards? the devil’s?
And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.
(Luke 6:31)
What kind of charity and kindness is it to deliberately irritate people? If
you trouble to give an ad your attention, have you noticed that many
times the more you read the less you like the idea of buying the product?
And how often do you struggle to read that fine print? And how many
times have all of us opened a box and found ourselves disappointed?
In most cases, the ad is literally correct. If you read every word and think
about it, it is literally correct by some plausible interpretation. Yet
obviously, there is intent to deceive.
Here is a good test for advertising: Does it appeal to sex, greed, pride,
envy, vanity, discontent, covetousness or some other sin? By the time a
prospect finishes looking at it does the ad reveal a lesser product than
the headlines? After the prospect actually reads all of the fine print and
specifications, does the customer have a lesser opinion of the product
than that given by the main body of the ad? 106 Finally, when the customer
buys and opens the box, does the customer get what he expected or is he
disappointed? Advertisers: Would you do it to your mother?
There is no intent to excuse sloth here. A customer needs to spend time
examining available information about a product at a level appropriate to
the complexity of the product and his own needs.
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Popular Lies
It is sin and a lie to tell children that there is a Santa Claus who flies a
reindeer-powered sled. The Tooth Fairy and the Easter Bunny fall into the
same category. Children are included in the “one another.”
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the
old self with its practices (Colossians 3:9)
How do you know when a politician is lying? When his mouth is moving.
Have you noticed that such a crack about Congress or politicians will get
laughter that is equally hearty no matter what the party or political
philosophy of the hearer may be? Some of this contempt is well deserved,
partly due to habitual lying by politicians. It is actually seriously believed
by many politicians and political scientists that lying is necessary. 107 This
has been true for centuries. Our top-down political system encourages
this evil. The reason is that politicians must represent constituents who
have a wide variety of interests. But when civil government is overly
bloated and intrusive there are more conflicts. When government is topheavy, rather than local, decisions are made which affect larger numbers
of people and there is thus more conflict. Hence, the temptation to lie is
vastly increased. Properly structured government would eliminate some
of this temptation. In common with our usual practice, we simply note
that there is a period in, “Do not lie to one another.” There is no
exception allowed for authorities, including civil authorities, however
exalted they think themselves.
In a representative system of government such as in America, the
politicians answer to the voters as well as King Jesus. The taxpayers are
the employers of governments at all levels. A politician who lies, lies to
his boss. We normally don’t think of workers who lie to their bosses as
very good workers and for excellent reason. The boss is prevented from
effectively managing his employee. When politicians lie to the voters, the
representative system of government is seriously hampered for the
voters must work with false information. Hence, while all lying is sin, the
sin is made more serious in this case because of its detrimental effect on
public affairs.
God Cannot Lie
God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he
should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it?
Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it? (Numbers 23:19)
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in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised
before time began, (Titus 1:2 NKJV, See also Isaiah 65:16,
John 4:24)
Truth is utterly innate to God. God cannot lie. God would not be God if
He could lie or did lie.
Truth
Because of God’s character, truth holds a special place in life, for we are
created in God’s image. So far we have been dealing with making
statements that we know are false. Yet, the obligation goes deeper yet.
Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue is but for a
moment. (Proverbs 12:19, See also Zechariah 8:19, 2
Corinthians 13:9, John 15:26)
There is also a positive side to this commandment. We are to seek the
truth. We have a general obligation to avoid passing on lies, even if they
do not originate with us, so far as we are reasonably able. None of us is
able to personally verify every source of information we receive. At the
same time, we should seek to actively process the information we receive
before passing it on. God gave us brains for a purpose.
The amount of care we need to exercise depends largely on the import of
the information. A funny story off the Internet that is only for
entertainment value needs no research and only a brief reference to its
being on the Internet. An accusation against someone you know deserves
thorough investigation. In formal academic scholarship, the demands are
similar. Once more: Truth is a human right.
War Lies
In the context of the discussion so far, it is easy to see that even “little
white” lies are sin. But is it ever acceptable to lie? The fact that God
cannot lie is strong evidence that such may not be the case. Yet consider:
Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of
whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, “When you
serve as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the
birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill him, but if it is a
daughter, she shall live.” But the midwives feared God and
did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but let the
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male children live. So the king of Egypt called the midwives
and said to them, “Why have you done this, and let the male
children live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the
Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are
vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.”
So God dealt well with the midwives. And the people
multiplied and grew very strong. And because the midwives
feared God, he gave them families. (Exodus 1:15-21)
Even if the Hebrew women were, in fact, more vigorous, it is obvious that
this is not at all the whole story. Yet, this passage is significant because it
is the only place besides the story of Rahab the harlot, who hid the spies
(Joshua 2), where God commended a liar. In the case of Rahab, the matter
is less clear because she was a harlot. Was God also commending
whoredom? We must assume that her faith (James 2:25) also indicates
repentance from her sins.
It is important to note the reason that God gave for commending the
midwives: “because the midwives feared God.” There is no explicit
commendation of the lie to the king. If we are not careful here, we may
admit the thin edge of the wedge and end up justifying all manner of
lying.
This passage has been debated for centuries. The question is, is it ever
right to lie in defense? No attempt is made to completely settle the issue
here. Yet, it is possible to clearly and objectively define the borders of the
question. There is a need to define a clear border for much lying is
motivated by self-protection. For example, the thief will lie about his theft
to avoid punishment.
Suppose that the Hebrews were militarily strong? What would have
happened if the king of Egypt had gone in to kill Hebrew children? The
Hebrews would have fought and defended their children, and quite
justifiably so. Blood would have been spilled with undisputed justice
without violating, “You shall not murder.”
Consider the following. Imagine an intruder breaks into your house and
he has a gun. If you can “get the drop” on him, you have every right to
shoot him. Now suppose that the intruder sets the gun down while he
sweeps loot into a bag and you have the opportunity to grab the gun.
That is stealing is it not? Or is it?
You are in a war. You can shoot at the enemy. You can also destroy his
bridge so he cannot get his troops across. This is property damage. Is it
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vandalism? Is it allowable to shoot the enemy but not damage his
property?
Again, the intruder has a gun and you only have a baseball bat. There are
no police around. Is it OK to yell, “Over here, officer!” in hopes the
intruder will either run, or at least be distracted enough so that you can
hit a home run with his skull?
Hypothesis: If, and only if, a situation exists where serious bodily harm is
permissible or even required in lawful defense, it is morally permissible
to harm the offending wrongdoer in other ways than bodily harm, that
directly aid in the defense against the evildoer. This would include lying.
Notice that the hypothesis does not settle the question yet. It does,
however, define an objectively determinable border with a clear
definition. For most people, situations inside of this border are very rare
to non-existent for their entire lives.
In favor of this hypothesis are two incidents from the life of ancient
Israel. In the first case, in Exodus 3:16-19, The Hebrews are being held as
slaves. This is manstealing for they were invited to live in the land of
Egypt as guests in the days of Joseph. To enslave them was not only
manstealing, but violation of hospitality, a grave offense in Near Eastern
culture. Manstealing is a capital crime and thus worthy of a lethal defense
against it. God commanded that Moses and the elders say to Pharaoh,
“The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; and now, please let
us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to
the Lord our God.” Clearly, this was a strategic deception; had Pharaoh
fallen for it, it would have provided for Israel’s escape.
In another case, in a battle recounted in Joshua 8:17 against the city of
Ai, God commanded the Israelites to pretend to flee, so as to facilitate an
ambush. This succeeded. In both cases the intent to deceive the enemy is
clear. Note well: God, who cannot lie, does not perform the deception; He
did command it to his people prosecuting particular just wars.
The hypothesis under consideration is not stated in the Holy Bible.
Neither does God’s Word explicitly say that it is permissible to lie or
deceive in defense. Where God’s Word is silent one cannot speak with
authority. Yet, it does appear that to lie, steal, etc., in defense is allowable
in cases where severe, especially lethal, bodily harm is also allowable in
defense. There appears to be a logical case for this. The passages that we
have looked at seem to suggest that this conclusion is correct. Note that
the tactic must directly aid the defense; this logic in no way allows
torture, rape, plunder or other typical wartime atrocities.
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The motive for considering this border is not to find excuses to lie.
Rather, the motivation is primarily to definitively shut out all of the
common everyday excuses to lie. Lying to avoid hurt feelings is sin.
Rather, keep silent. Lying for better grades, career, getting elected, etc.,
are all sin. Lying to protect oneself from “bad consequences” of the truth
is also sin. America needs to quit being a nation of liars. Secondarily, the
question must be considered because the Scriptures appear to raise it.
The border that is suggested may not be correct, but it is at least a clear
and objectively determinable border that would not seem to lend itself to
use in the normal affairs of everyday life.
Truth is a human right.
The Right to Faithfulness
There is a sense also, in which a promise that is not kept is also a lie even
though the offense occurs in the future. The reason is that the promise
made in the past becomes false, even if it were originally made in good
faith. Keeping our promises is part of having an overall truthful and
honest character. That is why the right to faithfulness is placed under
this Commandment. Broken promises, like lies, are a great American
pastime.
O Lord, who shall sojourn in your tent?
Who shall dwell on your holy hill?
who swears to his own hurt and does not change; (Psalm
15:1, 4b, See also Deuteronomy 23:23, James 5:12)
While a vow is more serious than an “ordinary” promise, the teaching of
these passages holds for ordinary promises as well. While there is not an
absolute requirement in the Holy Bible that requires us to keep all of our
(non-vow) promises in cases where we are prevented by outside forces
outside of our control, God is utterly faithful and thus requires us to be
faithful so far as is in our power. God can and does keep His promises
because He has the absolute power to make them stick. Human
faithfulness means a general dependability; if we say we will do
something, people can rely on it. But since much of life is outside our
control, our faithfulness cannot be absolute like God’s faithfulness. If we
say we will be somewhere at a certain time, we are duty bound to be there
at that time. Excuses such as inattention or lack of planning are not
acceptable.
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Many a man proclaims his own steadfast love, but a faithful
man who can find? (Proverbs 20:6, See also Proverbs 17:11,
Proverbs 28:20)
If you promise someone something that person has a human right to
expect that you will exert yourself to fulfill your promise. This is true
even if the doing is harder and rougher than you had originally
anticipated. Faithful promise keeping is a human right of the recipient of
the promise.
Open Justice
Numerous passages in Scripture show justice being done in public places,
e.g., at the city gates. Trials were open and in view of the public.
“The next day Moses sat to judge the people, and the people
stood around Moses from morning till evening.” (Exodus
18:13, See also 2 Samuel 15:2, 2 Samuel 19:9, 1 Kings 22:10,
1 Samuel 7:5-6)
In America, this is nothing new. However, we seem to be drifting away
from this in certain areas such as social services cases. There is not, it is
to be admitted, any explicit command in the Holy Bible that trials must
be open. However, we do have the examples of Moses, Samuel and David,
among others. The examples of these prophets of God should not be
lightly dismissed. Historically also, secret trials have been tools of tyrants
and dictators.
The Basic Right to Privacy
We have already established a right to personal property, including
information. We have established a general right to be left in peace. We
have also established a right to modesty. All of these rights point to the
reasonableness of a right to privacy. The question is: Do people have a
right to keep information about themselves and their affairs hidden?
Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets; therefore do
not associate with a simple babbler. (Proverbs 20:19)
You shall not go about as a talebearer among your people;
nor shall you take a stand against the life of your neighbor: I
am the Lord. Leviticus 19:16 NKJV)
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The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles, And they go
down into the inmost body. (Proverbs 18:8 NKJV)
In each of the three verses above, the word translated, “slandering” or
“talebearer” is the Hebrew word rakil which refers either to one who
slanders (in the modern sense of speaking untrue things about someone)
or one who tells the truth about someone where the truth is
embarrassing or harmful – in other words, gossip. This does not imply a
prohibition against bringing criminals to justice.
For lack of wood the fire goes out, and where there is no
whisperer, quarreling ceases. (Proverbs 26:20, See also
Romans 1:29, 2 Corinthians 12:20)
Argue your case with your neighbor himself, and do not
reveal another’s secret, (Proverbs 25:9, See also Matthew
18:15)
But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and
pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who
sees in secret will reward you. (Matthew 6:6)
We use the same logic as usual. Because God has commanded us to
respect the secrets of others and some of our own secrets, there is a
human right to personal privacy. This human right applies not only to
our keeping our own secrets, but to keeping the secrets of others,
especially if we should come upon such secrets inadvertently.
The judges shall inquire diligently, and if the witness is a
false witness and has accused his brother falsely,
(Deuteronomy 19:18, See also Proverbs 25:2)
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead
expose them. (Ephesians 5:11, See also Leviticus 5:1)
There is no right to conceal a crime, whether one be the criminal or a
witness. There is, in fact, a positive obligation to expose crime and
serious evil for the victim has a human right to justice.
However, an objection to personal privacy is often raised that only the
guilty have anything to hide. The objection is somewhat like saying that
only those born naked need clothing. Even very beautiful people need
modest clothing. The theological error that all men are basically good is
what motivates the objection. In a fantasy world without sin, one may
suppose privacy to be theoretically unneeded. Just as everyone needs
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modest clothing, everybody needs privacy. We all have something to hide
for we are all guilty before God. But this is a practical argument; as
always, it is God’s commands to us that confer the human right to
privacy.
Even children have a right to personal privacy. When safe and reasonable
to do so, and there is not suspicion of mischief or danger, parents must
respect children’s right to privacy. The same is true for all human
relationships. Of course, there naturally exists a tension between
stopping mischief and privacy. Exactly the same tensions arise between
citizens and governments. But it is God Himself who gives us the human
right to personal privacy. Those in authority may not always be
comfortable with this for “security” reasons. This is true in families,
churches and the state. Like many issues, this is a matter of trusting God
and obeying Him.
Personal Exposure
The issue of personal privacy has another side as well. Just as certain
people expose their nakedness to a greater or lesser degree to the public,
so there seems to be a tendency for some people to expose their private
lives rather broadly and in intimate detail. This seems to be typical of
young people in particular. Certainly, in many cases, it is necessary to
advertise one’s services or employment availability. But nakedness is
more than just skin exposure. Everyone should consider, before God,
whether he or she may be exposing more than is wise of private affairs.
In additional to personal harm, over exposure may cause harm to others
as well. Unnecessary and boastful exposure of wealth or other assets can
not only lead to robbery, but can tempt others to sin, including that of
envy or discontent against God. Again, this is something to prayerfully
consider.
The extent of the reign of King Jesus is over everything, including
information. How we handle information has always been important to
God, for He is the source of all truth and cannot lie. As the world enters
the information age, attention to God's truth and to His commands
regarding information becomes all the more important.
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Chapter 21 – The Right to Freedom from Temptation
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not
covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his
female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is
your neighbor’s. (Exodus 20:17)
Tempting Others to Sin
But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must
not even be named among you, as is proper among saints.
(Ephesians 5:3)
And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to
come, but woe to the one through whom they come! It would
be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck
and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one
of these little ones to sin.” (Luke 17:1-2, See also Mark 9:42)
As we have examined various human rights, most rights, if violated
sufficiently seriously, are actionable in court according to God’s law. This
right seems to have no such protection, but it is no less real. Because God
commanded us not to put someone into temptation, it is a human right
to not be tempted to sin.108
Of course, temptations come in all types, not merely to covet. Yet, this
Commandment is, next to keeping the Sabbath, perhaps the most ignored
in America. The right to not be tempted is general; it is not at all limited
to any one sin or class of sins. However, temptations to covet are
pervasive in American culture. Further, covetousness typically leads to
temptation to commit other sins. Thus, there is a present focus on
temptations to covet, but the principles here are applicable to all
temptations.
Covetousness
What is covetousness? The dictionary defines it as an inordinate desire
for something, yet this does not quite answer the question. Certainly, the
strength of the desire is not, itself, an indicator. If someone is a bit
thirsty while at his desk, he gets a drink of water. The level of the desire
is low. If he spills acid on himself, his desire for the safety shower is
intense. Both of these desires for water are reasonable.
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Take a look at these passages and note what they have in common:
For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You
shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,”
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Romans 13:9)
You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and
cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have,
because you do not ask. (James 4:2)
They covet fields and seize them, and houses, and take them
away; they oppress a man and his house, a man and his
inheritance. (Micah 2:2)
Notice that in each, there is reference to other people, and sins against
them. Covetousness is a prelude to theft, rape, adultery, fornication,
cheating and all manner of crimes against our neighbor. But there is
more. Covetousness leads to discontent against God and our neighbor.
When we are discontented against our neighbor, our interpersonal
relationships are hampered. The same is true if we are discontented
against God; our relationship with God is hurt.
For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually
immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater),
has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.
(Ephesians 5:5 Emphasis mine, See also Colossians 3:5, 1
John 5:3)
When we covet, we become idolaters and disobey God, placing something
else above God. This helps us define “inordinate desire.” When the level
of our desire for something reaches the point of tempting us to sin in
order to obtain it, we cross over into covetousness. It is important to
realize that temptation itself is not sin; Christ was tempted and did not
ever sin. But what is in view here is that God requires us to control
ourselves, our emotions, desires and thoughts so as to avoid being
tempted to sin against God or our neighbor, violating his rights. When
our love for something (even if we cannot obtain it) becomes greater than
our love for God, we become covetous, hence idolaters. In the modern
world we call this preventative medicine. Just as we wash our hands
before handling food to avoid microorganisms which may make us sick,
we must clean our minds of covetousness lest temptation make us fall
into greater, physical sin against our neighbor or God.
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Not surprisingly, there is also a positive side to this commandment:
contentment. An excellent book is Jeremiah Burroughs’ The Rare Jewel of
Christian Contentment. Contentment is simply being satisfied with what
God has given us. This does not mean that if God places something good
within our reach, that we should not strive for it and receive it with
thankfulness. But if something is not ours to have, it is great sin to blame
or be upset with God. Such is basically telling God that He does not know
what He is doing. It is a pattern in Scripture that God responds to this
kind of attitude (thinking that God is incompetent) quite severely. If you
will, it is one of God’s “hot buttons.” See, for example, Numbers 16:40ff
or Numbers 21:4ff.
How We Tempt Others To Covet
Clearly, it is wrong to tempt someone to covet. This sin manifests itself in
many ways; three of these are particularly glaring here in America:
boasting, advertising and appeals to envy.
The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all
evildoers. (Psalm 5:5, See also, Psalm 12:3, Psalm 75:4, James
4:16)
One can boast verbally, or one may boast by flaunting wealth,
possessions, or by purchasing certain items with the primary motivation
of “showing off.” This is evil in itself. It also is an insult to one’s neighbor
who may have fewer resources. This may also tempt a neighbor to sin,
especially to covetousness, envy or discontent against God.
Not all advertising is evil, yet far too much advertising creates discontent
and covetousness where there formerly was none. It appeals to lust,
vainglory and most especially to covetousness. It subtly suggests to
people that their lives are no good unless they own the latest way to get
them deeper in debt. It may subtly and slyly tell people that they are
socially unacceptable, “un-cool” or of lowly status unless they buy the
latest trinket or miracle product.
But neither can consumers blame advertisers for their sins. Just because
one is professionally tempted does not excuse sin. Each person is
responsible for his own life and stewardship over the things God has
entrusted to his care.
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Envy
Envy is closely related to discontent and covetousness and is idolatry. It
is fueled by pride.
Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying
one another. (Galatians 5:21)
So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy
and all slander. (2 Peter 2:1)
The Greek word here translated “envy” is always a bad thing. Envy is
essentially being upset that someone else has something that one does
not have. Further, one cannot obtain it; in this, it is distinct from
jealousy. Jealousy can also be good or bad depending whether one has a
right to what one does not have. For example a husband is very properly
jealous if his wife has affections for another man, but envy is always evil.
When envy is acted out, it can be very destructive to a society. Animist
African farmers have been known to destroy some of their crops lest the
supposed spirits of their ancestors should be envious and curse them.
Envy also breeds suspicion and hatred for those who do well, instead of a
desire to learn from those who are successful. Envy is not just an African
problem but also very much an American problem. Envy is the prime
motive for the political success of “soak the rich” tax policies. Envy drives
much labor-versus-management acrimony and hatred of successful
businessmen.
Envy is not only an evil attitude, but where envy manifests itself in
attacks on the rich or successful, it can discourage people from being
productive and successful. Attacks on the rich also are attacks on the
poor. The reason for this is that the majority of the rich are rich because
they are productive and they employ people. Most of their wealth is not
in their fancy cars, but in business assets which create jobs and useful
products.
Envy in America is a major political problem for this reason. There are
fewer successful businessmen who vote than voters who envy them.
Hence, businesses are the target of all manner of laws and regulations
and other burdens and taxes. These are hidden in the cost of consumer
goods so politicians get away with this. Envy prevents voters from
sympathizing with businessmen and thus envious voters raid their own
pockets. Please note: Most businessmen are small businessmen who
struggle to meet payrolls and keep their workers employed. They are not
“fat cats,” but hard working middle class. 109
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In spite of a cultural norm, even within the Christian community that
tolerates covetousness and lack of contentment, God has shown by word
and deed that He hates these sins. Hence, when human rights are violated
by temptations to covet (or commit any other sin), these violations are
real and they are serious. The social evils that come about are only our
just punishment.
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Chapter 22 – Pausing to Take Stock
In retrospect, what we have done is learn from God’s Holy Bible about
many human rights. We are on very solid ground there. Generally also, we
have examined various violations of those same rights, usually those
violations that are most frequent, flagrant or harmful. Some of the details
about the violations or solutions to them may be debatable, but errors
there do not at all affect the theses of this book. The emphasis is on what
God has said; the standard is God’s Word.
Much of the remainder of this book is devoted to addressing the false
religions of involuntary collectivism. The reason for this is that these
philosophies and their bastard offspring, such as Marxist-Islam and
Liberation Theology have done a truly astounding amount of damage.
Worse, they deeply and thoroughly permeate American society and
culture to a degree that most Americans are not aware.
But first, let us recapitulate, in the very briefest terms what we have
learned so far about human rights. God is our Creator. God creates each
of us individually, in His own image. Due to the fall of Adam, all humans
are sinners from conception. God gives us commands through His
perfect, infallible and inerrant Holy Bible. These commands are not
burdensome, nor are they particularly numerous. The default in the Holy
Bible is general freedom and liberty for all people.
Many of the commands God gave us protect us from one another. God
prohibits each of us from doing certain bad things to another person.
These commands confer human rights to be free from the thing
forbidden. For example, “You shall not murder” confers the human right
to life. God gives us other commands to do things. These commands
confer human rights to do these same things. God prohibits busybodies.
God also prohibits manstealing, including the lesser offense of
interfering with someone’s liberty. These prohibitions as well as the sum
of the protective commands God gives us, teach, create and enforce a
general human right to be left in peace without undue outside
interference. Since God individually created all human beings in His
image, each human being has intrinsic worth and value completely
independent of role in life. It is this value of people that makes human
rights important. It also further aggravates the sin of violating the rights
of another person.
No attempt has been made to derive all possible rights from the Holy
Bible! To do so would make for a very large book, and would tend to
disparage the general human right to be left in peace without undue
outside interference.
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Further, God does not give any human, not even any human authority, a
blanket right to impinge upon any of the human rights God has conferred
upon us, including the general human right to be left in peace. There is
no authority except from God. God, the whole Trinity, has given all
authority on earth and in Heaven to Jesus Christ who reigns as King.
Hence, there is no valid earthly authority except from Jesus Christ. King
Jesus has designated specific human authorities on earth as His ministers
in various capacities. Each of these human authorities has specific
delegated authority, that is, specific powers which may be summed up as
a job description for that human authority. No human authority has any
powers not explicitly granted to him by Jesus Christ. King Jesus thus
protects our human rights by limiting the just exercise of earthly
authority.
It is this Jesus Christ, who, if you trust in Him, will grant to you
forgiveness of your sins and eternal life in Him. You will otherwise go to
Hell. Jesus sacrificed Himself on the Cross to bear the just punishment of
all sinners who trust in Him. Because Jesus did this, His kingship is
mediatorial and reconciliatory in its very essence and nature.
Although no human authority has a general right to violate any of the
rights which God has conferred upon us, where a human authority has a
specific power granted it by God, that specific power may override a
general right, but only for the purpose for which King Jesus granted that
specific power. Because Jesus’ kingdom is mediatorial in nature and
purpose, each delegated human authority is also mediatorial in nature. A
corollary to this is that God gave human authorities for the benefit of
those in their charge, not the reverse.
That is pretty simple is it not? Compare it to the volumes and volumes
which have been written and debated on human and civil rights, which
yet, are not able to give a sure and absolute foundation for those rights.
Truly Jesus Christ is the Rock of American Freedom! Praise and thank
Jesus!
In America, when children hesitate to enter a swimming hole for fear the
water might be too cold, the saying is, “Come on in! The water is fine!” So
to anyone who may be reading this who is not an American – Come on in!
The water of freedom is fine! Jesus Christ can be the Rock of your and
your nation’s freedom also if you will have Him for your God, Lord and
Savior.
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Chapter 23 – Collectivism
Defining Collectivism
To begin with, it is necessary to define “collectivism” and say what it is
not, for there is much confusion on this point. The dictionary defines
collectivism as “The principles or system of ownership and control of the
means of production and distribution by the people collectively. 110 The
phrase “the people” implies a body politic. In this book, “collectivism”
refers to all ideologies which advocate a significant amount of civil
government control or ownership over private property or affairs. The
definition is thus expanded somewhat for the present purpose. A
somewhat parallel term would be statism, “The practice or doctrine of
giving a centralized government control over economic planning and
policy.”111 Here also we wish to expand our concerns beyond economics,
for although a prime effect of collectivism is to negate private property
rights, in practice collectivists exercise control over many non-economic
aspects of life.
Collectivism need not be absolute totalitarianism, though collectivism
strongly tends in that direction. We have seen that the Holy Bible limits
the activities of civil governments to a quite narrow range of activities. It
is therefore not necessary to individually refute all totalitarian or
totalitarian tending systems of government. Examples would include
absolute monarchies or fascism. However, collectivist thinking has so
penetrated general American thought that we must give special attention
to collectivism.
It is crucial to understand that collectivism implies force or compulsion.
Government, in bearing the sword, implies force or the threat of force.
Thus, the terms “collective” or “collectivism” will be restricted to
compulsory group activities, where force of law provides the compulsion.
This distinction is commonly missed. There was a recent news report
regarding worker-owned companies. The report mentioned that some
thought this was “socialistic.” Such is definitely not the case. Not only do
people form all manner of voluntary associations, but people also band
together for economic reasons. Companies, corporations and
cooperatives are examples, ranging from large agricultural cooperatives
to a few families informally banding together to purchase from a
warehouse club. All of these things are perfectly allowable in God’s
world. Whether and how to do these things is a matter of wisdom,
common sense and the will of God for people’s individual lives. A workerowned company is, in fact, a great application of Capitalism.
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As soon as government compulsion enters, however, everything changes.
This is not because civil government is evil and its touch somehow
corrupting, for God ordained it. Government compulsion to force
collective activity is evil because it violates human rights and oversteps
its God-given authority as a minister of Jesus Christ.
Collectivism is evil because:
• King Jesus did not authorize His civil ministers to manage an
economy.
• Collectivism violates the God-given right of economic freedom.
• King Jesus did not authorize His civil ministers to engage in
commerce, or control or own commercial operations.
• Collectivism necessarily demands intrusion by civil authorities far
beyond the job description of ministers of King Jesus.
• Collectivism violates the God-given right to private property.
• In practice, collectivism has always generated many other human
rights violations.
The Enemy’s Philosophy
Now that the scope of collectivism is defined and its evil summarized,
the next task is basically to identify the enemy. However, it is
unnecessary to get bogged down in precise technical distinctions between
various flavors of collectivism, such as between Marxism and MarxismLeninism.
Virtually
all
collectivist
ideologies
originate
in
Marxism/Communism; it is thus helpful to know something about it.
Central to Marxism is the philosophy of “dialectical materialism.” The
“materialism” component refers to an assumption that nothing exists
except matter-energy. Only the physical universe exists. There is no god.
There certainly is no God or spirits, angels, Heaven or Hell. It is atheistic
therefore by definition and also excludes pantheistic, monistic or
animistic religions.
The “dialectical” component is a nasty, sharp, insanely devious tool in the
hand of the father of lies. As such, it is important to understand
something about it. To understand the nature of this grotesque falsehood
it is helpful to first review the nature of reason and logic and their
relationship to our Almighty Creator and His creation.
It is central to human life to think logically. Emotions are simply inputs
into the brain’s thought processes. Even the most emotional and
immature person thinks logically to a large degree. To think logically is
simply to acquire data and draw conclusions from it. You get in your
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automobile, begin to put your key in the ignition – and drop it. You pick
up the key, start the engine and go your way. To do this, you thought
logically:
1. A key is needed to start the engine.
2. The key is on the floor.
3. Thus, I must pick up the key.
Logic is not rocket science. Logic is everyday life. When you made the
decision to pick up the key, you actually went through quite a number of
logical steps in your reasoning – and were hardly conscious of your
thought process if at all. That is how innate logic is to humans.
There is a branch of mathematics, “Boolean Algebra” which is basically
the mathematics of logic. Its inventor, George Boole, titled one of his
seminal works, “An Investigation of the Laws of Thought, on which are
founded the Mathematical Theories of Logic and Probabilities.” You don’t
have to understand that title. Just notice “Laws of Thought,”
“Mathematics” and “Logic.” Boolean algebra underlies many things from
computers to simple light switches.
In other words, logical thought can be expressed both mathematically
and as actual physical hardware in the real world. The point here is that
logical thought is not something floating out in fairyland. God made the
logic and mathematics according to which He operates the universe. From
a purely philosophical standpoint, it is astounding that the universe is
actually describable by relatively simple mathematics. The relationship
between mathematics and the laws of nature is a reflection of God’s
character, wisdom, skill, faithfulness and power. It reflects God as a
lawgiver of good, orderly and right laws – laws that work. God is a God of
truth, and the way He runs His universe – logically and mathematically –
reflects His holy character and supports truth in life’s affairs.
The critical point here is that logic is part of the universe God made. Even
though it may be expressed in words or otherwise, thought that cannot
also be expressed both mathematically and as physical hardware is not
logical thought; rather such thought is non-reason and illogical. To insist
that illogical thought is somehow valid goes against all of life experience,
all of mathematics and the laws of nature by which God runs His
universe. A person dominated by illogical thought is literally insane,
whether due to sin or neurological dysfunction.
One great advantage of the fact that logical thought can be expressed
mathematically or physically, is that it thus becomes verifiable and
reproducible. It is possible for one person to make a statement and, given
sufficient data, for another person to evaluate whether the statement is
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true or false using defined rules. Most of the time we use these rules with
more or less skill, depending on the individual, without even being
consciously aware of it, so deeply has God integrated logic into our
brains.112
In enormous contrast to valid logic, we now consider the “dialectical”
part of “dialectical materialism,” the foundation of Marxist thought.
“Dialectical” refers specifically to the Hegelian Dialectic. The Hegelian
Dialectic was propounded by philosopher Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel
(1770-1831) as a new form of logical reasoning. 113 Stripped of its
philosophical finery and reduced to its practical use by Marxists, the
Dialectic may be summarized as follows: One starts with a thesis, that is,
a proposition of truth. From this thesis, one defines an antithesis to this
thesis. There are no rules for generating this antithesis. It is not possible
for another person to evaluate whether the antithesis was correctly
generated or not. There is no mathematical or physical analog to
antithesis generation. This is fatal in itself. From the thesis and
antithesis, one synthesizes new “truth”. Again, there are no rules for the
synthesis. It is not a process, has no rules and is also non-verifiable. It is
entirely non-logic and non-reason. It has no connection to God’s created
universe.114
You may naturally ask then, of what value is the Hegelian Dialectic if it
cannot reproducibly and reliably determine truth? Well, if the truth is
inconvenient to somebody, why then he can just make truth to be what
he wants it to be. He also has the advantage of being able to obscure this
non-reason by a cloak of obscure technical philosophic terms and dense
tomes of theory.
Here are the essential points of this complex but important topic. First,
God built logic into each of us, as well as into the universe itself. While
nobody lives entirely logically, all people who are at least reasonably
functional (as opposed to institutionalized insane) live largely according
to real logic. Good logical thinking reflects the universe as God built it
and runs it. People can check one another’s thinking because logic has
definite rules. By contrast, Marxists have abandoned logical thinking and
make up their own “truth.” They also try to impress and baffle the rest of
us with pseudo-intellectual finery designed to hide their lies and halftruths. They do this so they can make up their own rules about life and
ignore the Holy Bible.
At least at one time, Red Chinese schoolchildren were taught to do the
“dialectical march” – three steps forward and two backward. This was to
be a model of Communist progress. Note well: This is not the quite valid
idea of “back to the drawing board” where a hypothesis is found false by

205

experiment and one must retreat and re-evaluate. No, this is something
very different based on the Hegelian dialectic. First, you have “truth.”
Dare to speak against the “truth” and you will be punished. Next,
circumstances change and the Communist must retreat for “strategic”
reasons, going in any direction whatsoever relative to the original goal. So
now, there is new “truth.” This “truth” is created by arbitrarily picking a
thesis and antithesis then synthesizing the new, arbitrary, “truth.” Again,
suggest that this is wrong and you are in trouble. Then, perhaps there is
an advance, possibly not even towards the final goal, and there is new
“truth.” Please be careful to understand that by “truth” is not meant new
data or new information, but something more fundamental: That which is
“true” or “false” is redefined by sheer arbitrary fiat, not only with respect
to reality, but also in total disregard of previous dialectical “truth.” At
each step, all “truth” is up for grabs. Remember, at each antithesis
generation and synthesis there are no rules. One can change the official
“truth” as often as desired and to any extent. Hence, each time the
“truth” changes, all “liars,” that is, those who refuse to believe and parrot
the party line, are subject to punishment, even imprisonment, torture and
death.
The Holy Bible has a word for this business: lawlessness. Where “truth”
has nothing to do with actual Truth, guess who is behind it? Correct. The
father of lies, Satan. Of course, Marxists will not explain the dialectic in
the manner shown here. The present exposition is simply the core of it
after shoveling out the big pile of camouflaging fertilizer.
“Truth” to a Communist is whatever he thinks will advance his agenda. It
has nothing whatsoever to do with reality and real truth. If you ever
negotiate with a Communist, remember that. When someone has this
kind of notion of “truth,” how do you argue with them? Since God’s Word
is Truth, give them God’s Word. It is true, logical, powerful and has the
power of the Holy Spirit in it. God made humans logical beings even if
some pretend otherwise.
The Communist view of Socialism and Mild Collectivism
There is little point in examining all of various collectivist ideologies or
the details thereof, as they do not believe in real truth anyway. The
differences are merely strategic devices to advance the Communist
agenda. There are a few points worth noting however.
Generally, Socialists would say they want to work within existing political
systems, and Communists would say they want revolution, violent if
necessary. Is this true? Well, consider the name of the premier
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Communist country during the Cold War: Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics. Communist theoreticians would say that once the “evil
Capitalists” are eliminated, the Communist “new man” would emerge.
Thus Socialism would give way to Communism. In this context, Socialism
has the motto, “From each according to his ability, to each according to
his work.”115 Communism has the motto. “From each according to his
ability, to each according to his needs.” Under Communism, the state, no
longer needed, would wither away. Of course, they have had from 1917 to
the present and have yet to produce the Communist “new man.” They
have, however, produced an enormous number of dead men, women and
children.
We must carefully remember the dialectic. To the Communist, there is no
Truth, except whatever “truth” they want at a given time. When
Communists are in power, they exercise absolute power and the result is
concentration camps, tortures, mass murders and wholesale human
misery. When Communists are not in power, they oh, so nicely, work
within the system, just wanting to correct a little injustice here or there.
If a Communist economy is in danger, why even a little Capitalism might
be just the trick. Red China is doing this now, and even Lenin did it in the
1920s. It appears that Gorbachev tried it in the 1980s, but things got
away from him. The Communists have now firmly re-established
themselves in Russia. So, in a sense, the Socialist is a snake that does not
bare its fangs before striking, and a Communist is a snake that does bare
its fangs before striking.
To complicate matters, Communists have duped many “useful idiots”
(V.I. Lenin’s term, not mine) into following their agendas. So while the
useful idiots may believe that they have reached some final goal of more
government control over, say, a particular industry, the Communist sees
this as just one more step towards full blown Communism. To the
Communist, even a Socialist is merely a useful idiot.
We need to look therefore at how Communists operate. Most
Communists in non-Communist countries do not publicly reveal that they
are Communists. They have a network of secret cabals that demand
absolute blind obedience, but on the outside they pretend to be
something else. Since they are interested in control, they have a definite
plan that they use. First, they find an area where people are discontented.
Then they will work hard to resolve the discontent. Typically, this means
working within some organization. They will seek to exercise control over
people by means of this organization. They work hard, look out for one
another, get promoted and take control of the organization and its
people. A number of single-purpose organizations formerly did well, then
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suddenly they are now promoting collectivist solutions. Are the people
doing this Communists or useful idiots? It can be hard to tell.116
A highly recommended book that has stood the test of half a century is
Fred Schwartz’s book, You Can Trust the Communists to be
Communists.117 It tells much more about Communism than space allows
in this book and does a much better job. It is easy to read and only about
180 pages. It was written in 1960, but except for a few details, it is still
valid today.
So how is the average person to deal with this slimy, shape-changing,
slippery, sly-as-a-fox, snake-sneaky bunch for whom truth has no fixed
meaning, who hide their true agendas and who work hard to advance
their cause? How do we outsmart them? Let God do it. Seriously. It is that
easy. Just believe what God has taught us in His Holy Bible. Believe it and
do it. Whatever kind of sly arguments somebody puts against you, you
may or may not have a rational argument against them, but God does.
You can waste a lot of time arguing against a liar for whom truth is not
fixed. God gave us the right to private property. That settles it. God
ordained civil government as a minister of King Jesus with strictly limited
powers. That settles it. And so on. If we obey God, Socialism,
Communism, etc., are automatically eliminated.
In order to focus on specific issues and to avoid unnecessary offense to
those misled by various collectivist ideologies, the term “collectivism” (or
variants) will be generally preferred in the remainder of the book except
when a more specific reference is helpful. However, please understand
that virtually all collectivist ideas are a result of Communist influence
and activity. It is the Communists who are the secretive workers behind
the scenes. They work hard and they are effective. They are also generally
well funded, often from abroad. Those who embrace collectivist ideas
also need to be warned that whenever the Communists gain control, one
of the first things they do is eliminate all of the Socialists and less
revolutionary useful idiots. They will do this even before eliminating all
of the “evil Capitalists.”
The Essence of Communism
Since Communism is the root of collectivism, let us very briefly review
what Communism is. The idea begins with a criticism of “Capitalism.”
“Capitalism” is in quotes because the Capitalism criticized by the
Communists is a straw man. The lies are close enough to the truth to be
believable. Essentially, the Communists claim that overproduction leads
to boom-bust business cycles. In an economic downturn then,
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governments will start wars to get the economy going again. Communists
also claim that management “exploits” workers. Their solution is
Socialism; give control over the economy to the government. This, of
course, is without logical proof. Marx also taught that there is a state of
war between the “bourgeoisie,” the owners of the means of production,
and the “proletariat” or wage workers. The bourgeoisie includes also
anyone who has wealth or power.
Marx and Engels wrote the Communist Manifesto in 1848. In the 160+
years since then, we have seen some apparent examples of depressions
being ended by wars (e.g., World War II). However, the Great Depression
was greatly prolonged by improper government intervention. Previous
depressions / recessions were short, with fast recoveries because when
the free market was allowed to work, everybody solved their own
problems. Further, workers in America are completely free to purchase
stock, start businesses, etc., thus becoming themselves, Capitalists.
What is Capitalism? Capitalism is nothing more than investing present
wealth in the means of production so as to improve productivity and
create future wealth. If you buy a hen, you can eat it. You can also feed it
and sell eggs. The latter is Capitalism; the hen is a capital asset. The
person raising a few chickens and selling eggs, instead of eating the
chickens is as much a Capitalist as the owners of a large automobile
company. Further, chances are, a large automobile factory is owned by
many shareholders ranging from the millionaire on his yacht to a poor
widow living off her savings. Marx and Engels were wrong in their own
time. They are now also ridiculously obsolete.
The Propagation of Communism
How does such nonsense remain so successful? The same way Freudian
psychology, Darwinism, Big Bang Cosmology, Astrology, Keynesian
Economics, Scientology, etc. remain successful. People reject Jesus Christ,
so they fill the resulting vacuum with false religions and pseudosciences
that enable them to pretend that Jesus Christ does not reign in Heaven.
Remember that Marxism is materialistic, that is, utterly atheistic. As
anyone who has ever had to maintain a large and complex apparatus
under vacuum has found, “nature abhors a vacuum.” God made man in
His image to have a relationship with Him. A man without God is under
intense pressure to fill that vacuum. Communists are happy to fill it.
(Even Communists fill their vacuum by personifying “history.”)
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The years of high school and college are the formative years for youth. In
these years, young people are firming up the basic habits and thought
patterns that will be with them the rest of their lives. For example, people
tend to listen all their lives to the same kind of music they had in their
teens. American colleges and universities, with the exception of a few
private colleges, are relentless propagandists for every godless
philosophy out there. Young folks going to university are heavily exposed
to Darwinism, Big Bang cosmology, atheism and collectivism. Many
students, even those who mostly accepted the Christianity of their
parents but who never repented of their own sins and trusted in Jesus
Christ now become, at least, practical atheists. Devoid of the comforts of
religion and lacking purpose in life some of them embrace Communism.
Others become sympathetic. Communism is presented in such as way as
to appeal to intellectual pride and arrogance. Students are attracted to
the idea that they, and not the masses, know all of the answers and know
best how to run people’s lives for them.
There is something important to realize here: Communism is a complete
religion. Capitalism is a limited portion of an economic theory. A portion
of an economic theory cannot compete against a religion which purports
to have all of the answers to the big questions. In fact, Communism is a
Christian heresy which uses the stolen capital of Christianity, such as
love for people, a sense of justice, the value and dignity of labor, the
intrinsic worth of the poor, etc.
For some students then, Communism becomes their religion. They serve
the cause of Communism with intense devotion. The Communists are
highly organized and are well practiced and skilled in the art of taking
control of their members and making them willing slaves to their cult.
Strange as it may seem, the vast majority of true believing communists
are recruited from students, mostly upper middle class and wealthy.
The Communist agenda has penetrated deeply into America. Examine the
list of items in the Communist Manifesto which Marx and Engels have
recommended as steps on the road to Communism and see how many of
them have been at least partly implemented in one form or another:
1. Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to
public purposes.
2. A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.
3. Abolition of all rights of inheritance.
4. Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.
5. Centralization of credit in the banks of the state, by means of a
national bank with state capital and an exclusive monopoly.
6. Centralization of the means of communication and transport in the
hands of the state.
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7. Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the
state; the bringing into cultivation of waste lands, and the
improvement of the soil generally in accordance with a common
plan.
8. Equal obligation of all to work. Establishment of industrial armies,
especially for agriculture.
9. Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries; gradual
abolition of all the distinction between town and country by a more
equable distribution of the populace over the country.
10.Free education for all children in public schools. Abolition of
children's factory labor in its present form. Combination of
education with industrial production, etc.
Class Warfare
Communist theory teaches a state of permanent class warfare between
the bourgeoisie (Capitalists) and the proletariat (working class). Yet, the
Christian view of commerce, including the commerce between an
employer and employee, is that both parties profit. The merchant would
rather have the customer’s money than his goods, and the customer
would rather have the goods than his money. Likewise, an employer
would rather have labor than his money, and the employee would rather
have money than his time and effort. Both parties follow the Golden Rule,
and both parties benefit from the exchange. This is how Jesus, the Prince
of Peace, wants us to live, not be in conflict with one another.
There are definitely bad bosses, and some companies treat their
employees quite badly. However, much worker dissatisfaction is not
caused by the job itself but by envy against the better off and a general
human tendency to laziness and rebellion against having to work at all.
Of course, all work, due to the fall, has toilsome aspects to it. Even many
of the campaigns against “sweatshops” are misguided. People who work
in “sweatshops” are typically there of their own free choice. The
alternative is usually back-breaking agricultural hand labor for poorer
wages.
The answer is not warfare but reconciliation in Jesus Christ. When bosses
and workers treat one another as they would wish to be treated, and both
bosses and workers labor diligently, there is peace.
Communism also leads to tyranny of the worst sort. By their own
doctrine, Communists preach violent revolution as part of the class
warfare and a “dictatorship of the proletariat.” Violent revolution means
murder, stealing, property destruction and the like. Human rights are
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violated on a massive scale. The proletariat are the large mass of workers.
Obviously a large group of people need leadership. These leaders become
the “dictatorship of the proletariat.” Dictatorship is, by definition,
tyranny. Nobody, not even the workers, have any rights not granted by
the dictators.
However, as noted above, every small farmer as well as every small shop
owner is an “evil Capitalist.” When human rights are violated on a
massive scale, there is resistance. As a result of this resistance, the
dictatorship becomes absolute in an attempt to control the resistance.
Complex and effective systems of informers and secret police are put in
place. In Communist Russia, people would stand in line for hours for all
necessities. If two or three people would cooperate by standing in line
with ration coupons for themselves and a couple of others, they would be
punished for engaging in “Capitalism.” Class warfare is an ongoing
process by design. Communist countries to this day retain massive
networks of internal spies and informers. There is no room for the
Prince of Peace.
Collectivism in America
The horrors of life under Communism are well documented .118, 119, 120, 121
But what happens when collectivism penetrates a society, prior to a full
Communist revolution? It will be profitable to look at some of the ill
effects that have befallen America due to our increasing acceptance of
collectivism. Other countries have these same kinds of problems as well.
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Both of these charts show the total of all U.S. Federal, State and local
spending. The second chart is derived from the same source as the first 122
but with defense spending taken out. Note that economic effects may be
seen from the American Civil war, the Spanish-American war (following a
recession) and the two World Wars. The recession of 2008 is at the very
end. But overall, clearly, the burden of government has been increasing.
Obviously also, as the size of government increases, freedom decreases;
the more rules, the less freedom. Observe also how defense spending is
only a few percent. Nearly all of the increase is illegitimate. Yes, obviously
we are spending more on “justice,” etc., but this reflects the excess
complexity of laws and regulations. Note well the baseline of the 19th
century.
Using percent of GDP removes inflation from the picture and also, most
importantly, shows the real burden of taxation. If we take the 19th
century as a baseline, then we can see that the average person is having
around 33% of his or her income stolen. Yes, stolen! Human nature did
not change around 1900; there was no justifiable reason for the increase
in government spending. The increase is not related to the basic
functions of civil government as defined by King Jesus. It is important to
understand that much of the burden of taxation is largely hidden in the
costs of what we purchase. Some of it is also hidden within monetary
inflation. The person who thinks he pays little or no tax is very mistaken;
most of the tax burden on the average person is indirect and well hidden
by malicious design. Further, this chart does not show the very difficult
to define costs of regulatory burdens which also drive up the costs of
what we buy. These charts graphically show the steady onward march of
collectivism in America.
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Besides the destruction of savings and theft by inflation, all central
economic planning has other problems. First, by definition, control over
wealth shifts from the owners of wealth to bureaucrats. This is a loss of
economic freedom. Currently also, the American Federal government
uses taxation as an economic planning tool. Hence, there is considerable
uncertainty introduced in planning for the future because one never
knows what the central planners are going to do to the money supply,
financial markets or tax laws. In addition, if an individual makes a
financial error, only the individual or his company suffers. If the central
planners make an error, everybody suffers. Yet, central economic
planning is central to collectivism.123
It may be objected that something has to be done about “boom-bust”
business cycles. Yes, something should be done. It is called saving for a
rainy day. This is part of individual responsibility. The Great Depression
was actually prolonged by government intervention. There is no hard
evidence that central controllers have actually ever made any positive
difference in any economy. Rather, the historical evidence strongly
suggests that central intervention substantially exacerbates boom-bust
cycles. Intervention by central planners robs people of the information
normally provided by the markets. It props up those who make bad
choices.124 Hence, the efficiency of the free market is much hampered.
Moreover, are business cycles actually bad? Could they be part of God’s
plan to get us to slow down once in awhile? God gave ancient Israel
Seventh-Year Sabbaths (Leviticus 25:1-7) during which the Israelites were
commanded not to plant crops, though there was no prohibition on
commerce or work generally.125
Wealth Redistribution
In the area of bad choices, some of the worst damage is done in the area
of “wealth redistribution.” This includes all manner of social programs. In
America, Social Security, Medicare, unemployment insurance and other
programs with mandatory “contributions” from employers and
employees take away the liberty of people to manage their financial
affairs as they see fit. These programs are “progressive,” meaning that
the rich are forced to subsidize the poor. This is stealing, plain and
simple. The same is true of all transfer payments such as welfare and
food stamps. Examples of problems in America are given here. However,
these same issues are common throughout the world, and in many cases,
the situations are worse.
To understand some of the basic problems with wealth redistribution,
apart from the sheer fact that it is stealing, we can start by observing
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lottery winners. In America, ninety percent become bankrupt after ten
years. Divorce rates are substantially higher than average for non-lottery
winners. Next, consider celebrities who hit it big in music or sports. In
fact, 78% of NFL players are bankrupt or in financial straits two years
after retirement.126 The problem is that there is not an increase in moral
character and wisdom to go with the (generally artificial) increase in
wealth. If great wealth does not prevent profligacy and bankruptcy, how
are smaller “poverty relief” payments supposed to lift people out of
poverty?
After years of finding that direct welfare has been ineffective in reducing
poverty, some reforms in America were made in 1996. The result was a
great reduction in the number of welfare recipients without a
corresponding increase in poverty. Poverty, in fact, appeared to decline
slightly. Why does redistributing wealth from rich to poor not work? And
why does such redistribution not improve, but often hurt lives?
First, wealth redistribution is based on a materialistic and atheistic view
of man. If you have a sick cow, you don’t get out wrenches and
screwdrivers. But this is exactly the problem with wealth redistribution.
The “mechanics” work on people as though people are machines. Poverty
is an extremely complex issue involving a whole person. People have
spiritual needs more than they have physical needs. Whether a person’s
poverty is from oppression or his own fault or somewhere in between,
there are always spiritual needs. If these spiritual needs are not
addressed, material help is likely to be of very limited value if not
downright harmful.127 This is the reason why the entire history of wealth
redistribution has been entirely one of harm to everybody without real
benefit to the poor. Often, the poor are directly harmed as well. It is for
this reason that “wealth redistribution” cannot work; wealth is not
redistributed, but rather destroyed.
For that matter, while it is obvious that the rich who are robbed to give to
the poor are harmed, the poor are indirectly harmed as well. It is the rich
who fund companies that create jobs. If the rich are discouraged by being
robbed, vital resources are diminished. Make a poor person’s job nasty,
and he will still work out of necessity. Make a rich person’s job nasty or
remove the reward of his job, he can afford to quit. As much as we may
not like bosses, they are really needed, and we would have no jobs
without them. If we want the economy to prosper, why do we punish
people for doing well?
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A Medical System Sick With Regulation and Tax Viruses
Medical care is a huge problem whose examination will well illustrate
how, when God’s Law is broken, problems only get worse. As of this
writing, Congress has just made it worse yet. During World War II, the US
government instituted wage and price controls. This was evil and the first
mistake. It was thus difficult for employers to compete for workers on
wages. Hence employers competed on benefits, including “health
insurance” which they treated as a tax deductible business expense.
Employees thus got tax free health insurance. Due to the tax advantage,
employees demanded more and more coverage. From that grew the
current system which is basically a “pass-through” system of medical
expenses where third parties pay most medical bills. The system hides
the costs of medical care from consumers. The free market cannot work
because price information is almost totally unavailable to consumers.
Worse, for many consumers, medical care is “all you can eat” for little or
nothing. Presently, the entire medical billing structure revolves around
third-party payment which actually actively hinders consumer shopping.
Is it even necessary to point out that insurance is supposed to be only for
the occasional disaster, such as a house fire or tornado? What used to be
insurance for medical disasters has morphed into a monster. Passthrough “insurance” imposes huge costs on doctor’s offices, hospitals
and the insured. A typical doctor’s office will have about as many people
dealing with insurance and billing as providing medical services.
In addition, the medical industry is extremely highly regulated. To put it
in automobile terms, you are required to buy a fully loaded Cadillac or
BMW. It is illegal to buy a Focus, Malibu or Camry. The contrast is not
between bad care and good care, but between good medical care that
works, versus premium care that is somewhat better, but at outrageously
higher cost. There is theoretically only one standard of medical care
available. For drugs or medical devices, there is also only one standard,
and it is extraordinarily expensive. Malpractice suits also drive up costs.
Malpractice insurance premiums are sometimes unaffordable even to
highly paid physicians. A lesser malpractice cost is also caused by extra
procedures “just in case” which add more to costs. Large tort payments
are not biblical. Even a thief must pay no more than five to one. For
accidents, there is no multiple.
Worse yet, emergency rooms and some other providers are required by
law to treat all people whether they can afford the treatment or not. So
what happens? Hospitals close their emergency units because they
cannot afford them. Everybody loses.
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What would happen if there were no tax preferences for insurance passthrough schemes? Obviously, medical care providers would have to
compete on price and quality just like everyone else. If deregulated,
competing on price would become much easier. If malpractice suits were
replaced with “satisfaction guaranteed” service like other businesses,
insurance costs would go down. Now, do the poor benefit from high costs
or low costs? If electricians and lawyers can charge by the hour or bid on
jobs as appropriate, then why cannot medical providers do the same?
Perhaps the worst effect of collectivism in America has been the almost
knee-jerk response of Americans generally: Whenever there is a problem,
we expect the government to “do something.” “Something” may be
somewhat useful, sometimes. “Something” invariably results in less
freedom and higher taxes. There has been severe damage to American
character and morality as a result. There is the underlying assumption
that if I fail in life, the government will take care of me. Self-reliance,
thrift, hard-work, taking responsibility for those in need and other virtues
have been greatly diminished as a result.
A Collection of Evils
Collectivism, compulsory government control over private affairs, is evil
on its face due to numerous inherent human rights violations and an
utter lack of warrant for it from the Holy Bible. The primary source of
collectivism is Communism, a religion founded on dialectal materialism.
The inclusion of materialism, atheistic by definition, is sufficient to
utterly condemn Communism and collectivism. When we consider the
importance God attaches to truth – for He is Truth – the dialectic also
completely damns Communism and collectivism, for the dialectic is
totally non-truth. It should be no surprise that those dedicated to nontruth will be more than ordinary liars and workers of evil. The history of
massive human rights violations that have accompanied every form of
collectivism attests to this. It is thus quite in character that Communists
will generally hide their Communist affiliation, and secretly work to
destroy social order and work all manner of evil.
Collectivists and collectivism have thoroughly penetrated America, her
culture and social order. Much evil has resulted, such as exorbitant
taxation, bloated government, wealth destruction in the name of wealth
redistribution and failed educational and health-care systems. Most tragic
of all, most Americans see these things as quite normal. Another example
is the use of environmental concerns to make government in America
even more dictatorial. As always, the solution is to repent and obey King
Jesus.
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Chapter 24 – Environmental Stewardship
Environmental concerns directly impact human lives. Hence, a solid
biblical understanding of environmental stewardship is important for
human rights. The fact that collectivists have hijacked significant
portions of the fight for good environmental stewardship make the
concerns of this chapter even more vital. This hijack also illustrates how
Communists work to subvert good causes to their agenda.
Environmentalism – A collectivist’s Dream
Recall how Communists work: Find out what people want, then work for
them to get it so the Communists can take power over them. Everybody
likes clean air and water. Pollution has been a real problem that has
needed some serious work to clean up, and there is yet more work to do.
Next, remember that Communists want control, specifically centralized,
dictatorial (“dictatorship of the proletariat”) control. Since pollution can
travel long distances, central control solutions to pollution seem
“obvious.” The same control-oriented mindset also favors a large
regulatory bureaucracy, which also seems “obvious” due to the
complexity of some environmental issues. This is why Environmentalism
is a collectivist’s dream.
The issue here is not whether we should care for the environment. The
problem is Environmentalism, the philosophy, when it becomes an idol
against Jesus Christ. Being against snake oil cures does not mean one is
for cancer. Note well: There is no intent to suggest that everybody who is
concerned about the environment is a Communist or even a collectivist.
The problem is that a large number of red foxes have volunteered to
guard the green henhouse, and they have enlisted a large army of
unwitting useful idiots128.
There are other reasons as well, why environmental issues are so
attractive to collectivists. First, the largest amounts of pollution are
caused by the largest “operations” – the bigger the factory or power
plant, the more pollution it is likely to produce because of sheer size. If
nothing else, a company with 10,000 employees will flush their toilets
10,000 more times than the one man appliance repair shop. Also, big
outfits will produce more products and bigger products than smaller
operations. Thus, the environmental impact will also be greater for larger
companies than smaller ones on that score as well.
However, it is the biggest “evil Capitalists” that are also prime targets of
Communists. It is therefore natural for Communists to attack companies
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through environmental concerns. They may care little or nothing for the
environment. The proof of this may be seen in the massive environmental
destruction that has occurred in Russia, Eastern Europe, and Red China.
Ironically, the largest companies will have more expertise and economies
of scale than small companies, and they can, on a size-adjusted basis, be
much better environmental stewards than small companies if they
choose.
Remember that Communists are in a class war. To the Communists,
America is Capitalism, Inc. and therefore must be destroyed. A nation’s
economy is a strong factor in its military capability. Hence, America’s
enemies have long sought to destroy America’s industry. It would be
quite politically unpopular to campaign to shut down industry. Thus, the
tactic has been to use regulations, bureaucracy and legal actions to throw
as much gravel in the gears as possible. Environmental regulations play a
large part in this. Bureaucracy is extremely useful for devious people
because it gives the appearance of allowing something while making it
impractical or difficult. Hence, environmental concerns are used to
increase centralized control and planning. The inevitable result is
collectivism.
It is thus no accident at all that there is a large overlap between two
groups of people: Radical environmentalists and those who have been
also known for collectivist agendas. Some of these will be secret
Communists. Others will have sympathies for both the collectivist and
radical environmentalist agendas. Others are sincerely concerned for the
environment but have been misled; many common assumptions about
environmental stewardship have remained unquestioned for far too long.
There are other motives as well. Some environmentalists devalue human
beings. They do this because they reject Jesus Christ and His Holy Bible.
They do not believe that man is made in God’s image. Hence, to them, the
earth may be more important than man. Animals may be viewed as
having equal rights with humans. Some believe that the earth is a living
organism, a kind of monism or pantheism, in other words, an idol.
Communists are atheists by definition, so it is inevitable that
Communists and some environmentalists will find common cause against
Jesus Christ.
Collectivism disguised as environmentalism is not only a problem in civic
affairs. The propaganda barrage also extends into schools and churches,
even into Bible believing churches. With this in mind, it is thus first
necessary to examine some foundational truths from God’s Word.

219

Back to the Holy Bible
We have already seen that God created the heavens and the earth. He
made all creatures including man. God initially made the Garden of Eden
and placed Adam and Eve therein. This did not last long, but we must not
forget the Garden of Eden; in fact, it must be central to our thinking
about environmental issues. Environmental issues are important to
human rights. Obviously when pollution harms us, our rights are
violated. Also, environmental issues can be used wrongly to oppress
people.
In America, a garden is usually something in the back yard. One is careful
to not step in it and destroy a useful plant. It is a place to stay out of
unless working it. But more generally, a garden can also be decorative.
Very avid gardeners will build gardens with benches, gazebos and little
shelters inside the garden. The garden will mix decorative and food
plants. This is starting to get at the idea of the Garden of Eden. In the
Near East and places where the climate is mild a garden can be a place to
live, as much as a place indoors, especially where indoor space is limited.
It is clear from Genesis that the Garden of Eden was a home, a place to
live.
The Garden of Eden was a home in much the same way we now consider
a house a home. Without trying to speculate too much, one may suppose
that if Adam and Eve had not sinned, then as humans multiplied, they
would have kept expanding the Garden of Eden outwards, continually
improving129 it, until it covered the earth. It is quite invalid to assume
that the Garden of Eden would have stayed “natural,” for God
commanded Adam to work and keep it. Rather, over time, artifacts,
human structures and machines, etc. would most likely have been built
and used in the garden130. The history of the Garden of Eden does not
lend support to any “back to nature” primitivistic religion. The Garden of
Eden is our model for environmental stewardship.
Imagine you did not have a place to live and someone gave you a house.
The giver would be quite offended if you did not keep it up and allowed
the roof to leak and rot everything inside. The giver would be even more
offended if you used it for a garbage dump. But would the giver be
offended if you repainted the walls? What if you put on an addition and
finished the basement to suit your growing family? Of course not; you are
making the house into a home suited for your needs. That is why it was
given to you. This is an illustration of what God commanded Adam and
Eve:

220

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
(Genesis 1:26)
Back to the Garden of Eden
Clearly, to subdue the earth, while at the same time living in the Garden
of Eden, means to multiply and fill the earth and expand out the Garden
of Eden over the whole earth. So what do we do now that the Garden of
Eden is gone? We got kicked out. Can we get back in? Yes, through Jesus
Christ.
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on
earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
(Colossians 1:19-20)
For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of
the sons of God. (20) For the creation was subjected to
futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in
hope (21) that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of
the children of God. (22) For we know that the whole creation
has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until
now. (23) And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
(Romans 8:19-23)
There is some mystery here, but note carefully verse 23. “Creation” does
not mean people, but all of creation. In verse 22, we see, “until now.”
“Now.” means the time when Paul was writing, soon after Jesus Christ
rose from the dead. The business of setting creation free began with
Christ’s resurrection. Verse 21 refers to “corruption,” the curse that God
put on the earth after the fall in Genesis 3, as well as human sin. Notice
carefully here how there is a close connection between the children of
God, that is, all believers in Jesus Christ, and the creation. As humans are
restored and made whole in Jesus, these same saved humans are to work
to restore the rest of creation as well. For both believers and creation, the
restoration begins and progresses over time on earth, but will not be
complete until Jesus comes again and gives believers new heavenly
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bodies and the New Heavens and New Earth in which to dwell. Verse 21 is
effectively a renewal of God’s original command to subdue the earth.
In Christ, believers are forgiven by grace through faith as a one-time act
of God. We then, over time, die more and more to sin and live more and
more for Christ, a process called “sanctification” as the curse of sin is
more and more removed from our lives. Likewise, it is our job to labor in
the process of removing the curse of the Fall from creation. This means,
among other things, rebuilding the Garden of Eden where God intended
us to be.131 Since this is a process of reconciliation, who but the
mediatorial King, Jesus, is in charge of this process? Indeed, Jesus
promises:
(17) “For behold, I create new heavens
and a new earth,
and the former things shall not be remembered
or come into mind.
(18) But be glad and rejoice forever
in that which I create;
for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy,
and her people to be a gladness.
(19) I will rejoice in Jerusalem
and be glad in my people;
no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping
and the cry of distress.
(20) No more shall there be in it
an infant who lives but a few days,
or an old man who does not fill out his days,
for the young man shall die a hundred years old,
and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed.
(21) They shall build houses and inhabit them;
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
(22) They shall not build and another inhabit;
they shall not plant and another eat;
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.
(23) They shall not labor in vain
or bear children for calamity,
for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the Lord,
and their descendants with them.
(24) Before they call I will answer;
while they are yet speaking I will hear.
(25) The wolf and the lamb shall graze together;
the lion shall eat straw like the ox,
and dust shall be the serpent’s food.
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They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain,”
says the Lord. (Isaiah 65:17-25)
This passage warrants careful examination. First, “new” heavens and
earth do not refer to the new heaven and earth which will come at the
Last Judgment. “New” here must be seen to refer to new as in “renewed”
or “refurbished.” This cannot possibly refer to Heaven, for there is indeed
yet death and sin (v20, 22b). “Jerusalem” refers to the Church, the people
of God, all of those who trust in Jesus Christ. In verse 22, we see long
lives and fulfilled labor, even here on earth. In verse 24 we see increased
reconciliation of the inhabitants of the earth to God. In verse 25, we see
reconciliation among animals and humans as well. All of this
reconciliation is because of what Jesus Christ did for us on the Cross. It
will come to pass, and is indeed even underway, because King Jesus is the
Mediator.
We are not at the place described by this passage yet. But this passage
does indeed refer to this present age, the time between Christ’s
resurrection and His Second Coming. In fact, we see some progress
already. Life is much better than it was in ancient days. Christ is, indeed,
reconciling all things to Himself. Note well how the reconciliation
between Jesus Christ and His people and reconciliation between man and
creation go together. This process is the gradual removal of much of the
curse of the fall from both man and the earth. It is not Heaven, but it
does, by God’s design, reflect Heaven.
The same idea is expressed in Hosea where God is promising a day of
restoration when the future Messiah will come:
And I will make for them a covenant on that day with the
beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the creeping
things of the ground. And I will abolish the bow, the sword,
and war from the land, and I will make you lie down in
safety. (Hosea 2:18)
So yes, when Adam sinned, so did we. We got kicked out of the Garden of
Eden and out of God’s presence. But, each person who trusts in Jesus
Christ is able to go to God as his or her own Heavenly Father. Those who
were once kicked out, Our Heavenly Father lovingly brings back to
Himself through Jesus Christ. The creation comes “along for the ride” so
to speak, as well, by means of re-planting and rebuilding the Garden of
Eden. It will never be perfect, but that is no excuse to not get on with the
job. We must also never forget that the Garden of Eden is God’s Garden.
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Home Sweet Home
Make no mistake about it: Adam’s sin did not take God by surprise. No,
not at all.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
blameless before him. (Ephesians 1:3-4, Emphasis mine)
God had chosen His elect (all those who would ever trust in Jesus
throughout all of history) even before He created the world. So God
planned the Garden of Eden and the rest of the world long before Adam
sinned. Hence, God obviously knew that He would kick us out of the
Garden of Eden. But God did not kick us out into the street, so to speak,
but into the garage. Or maybe another analogy is that God kicked us out
of the mansion into the gardener’s shed. It is God’s plan that the earth is
our home. God planned that before He even made the earth. Hence, God
made the earth a suitable home for mankind since He knew He would
drive us out of the Garden of Eden.
Moreover, recall Hezekiah’s Tunnel from Chapter 3; God created all
things in precise, exacting and purposeful detail. God is a wise builder.
He gave us a house with a furnace and hot water heater, so to speak,
when He put coal, natural gas and petroleum in the ground for us. God
gave us iron, copper, uranium, silicon, helium and all manner of raw
materials. He made trees which provide wood, which is still an amazing
building material. These things are not accidents. God made them
because He knew we would need them.
God knew that a time would come when wood and whale oil would no
longer be an adequate fuels, so He gave us coal and petroleum. He gave
us uranium and thorium because He knew that a time would come when
coal and petroleum would not be enough. Coal, petroleum and uranium
are not evil. They are God’s gifts to us. The same is true of all natural
resources. Every ton of coal and every barrel of petroleum is where it is
because God specifically and purposefully put them there for both our
use and His own glory. God made every element and every mineral with
specific chemical and physical properties to meet our needs as well as to
bring Him glory.
Wise use of the natural resources God gave us is not evil; that is why God
put them there. And since God put them there for our use, God obviously
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must also have designed the earth to withstand their wise use. Like a
good builder who puts a furnace and hot water heater in the house so the
occupants can take hot showers and live comfortably in the winter, so
God has given us energy and raw material resources for our use. God
delights to bless His people and give us good things.
In view of this, it is necessary to address a common error. There is the
prevailing notion among some people that the mere use of resources is
“wasteful.” This is false. God gave us resources for our use. Now, without
doubt, there is much unnecessary and sinful waste. It is amazing how
much food, half eaten, is left behind in restaurants. In many cases, lights
are left on continually for no other reason than that the tenant is not
paying directly for electricity. This is true, sinful waste; resources are
willfully consumed for no purpose.
Other waste occurs as a result of normal inefficiencies, accidents,
changes in plans and other inadvertent, unexpected, or practically
unavoidable events. This also is genuine waste, but not sinful waste; it is
part of living in a fallen world.
There is no evidence in the Holy Bible that simply using more resources
than somebody else is “wasteful.” Neither is it wasteful to simply use
resources in a manner different from someone else. For example, the
traditional American suburban neighborhood is often damned as
“sprawl” and “wasteful” merely because this lifestyle uses more resources
than would be consumed if people were jammed like sardines into
crowded apartment buildings. This kind of thinking is false and is based
upon a very wrong view of God and His loving and merciful providence.
We must remember that the pool of natural resources God has given us is
larger than our needs. When natural resources become scarce, typically
the scarcity is actually a lack of sufficient labor and capital applied to
extract the resource or to use another resource in its place. Hence, to use
natural resources is not taking something away from someone else. God
is a big God. To treat resources or economics as a zero-sum game is an
insult to God. In fact, in recent history, most food, resource and other
shortages have been the result of war, government oppression or other
sinful behavior.
Solid Construction
God further assures us a stable earth.
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And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said
in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because of
man, for the intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth.
Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I
have done. While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest,
cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not
cease.” (Genesis 8:21-22)
From time to time, more frequently of late regarding “global warming,”
one hears of predictions of extreme irrecoverable global disasters. These
simply will not happen; God has promised us that there will always be
seedtime and harvest. There will not be another flood or other event of
like magnitude.
Further, it was only about five thousand years ago that God sent the
Great Flood. From the slimy muck, the ground dried off, seeds
germinated, other plants recovered from months underwater and the
forests that we have today have grown up under God’s hand. A single
pair of most animals, three pairs of some (clean) animals got off the ark
132
. From these breeding pairs came all of the land and sky creatures. We
now have a complete ecology. Please carefully think about that. God
created a world that withstood a very thorough washing-out! God created
a very well-designed world that can take some serious abuse and come
back for more.
Does this excuse carelessness or poor stewardship? Of course not. But it
does give us the freedom go ahead and build things and do things
without fear of making “world-ending” mistakes. If, in the providence of
God, we make mistakes, we can fix them by His grace and go on.
Does this mean that we do not have to worry about killing off all of the
whales or tigers? No. If we want to be stupid and kill off a species, we
might just succeed. It also means if we want more whales, tigers or
whatnot than are available naturally, we should try to farm them. If
poachers are filling a demand for tiger pelts, then somebody ought to be
raising tigers for pelts. Instead, there are all kinds of regulatory
restrictions keeping people from doing this type of thing. This does not
mean that is it necessarily easy to raise tigers. It takes time to build a
body of knowledge. Fish farmers are finding this out, and they are also
making progress over time. Eventually, we will have to learn to raise and
care for many kinds of animals and help them to dwell among us. Please
read Isaiah 65:17-25 (above) again. The model of the Garden of Eden is
not merely a plant garden but a plant and animal garden.
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The Solution to Pollution
It remains to address what to do about polluters and others who cause
environmental harm. Consider a bunch of friends who go out camping
together. There are five or six families with their own tents, campfires,
etc. Pretty soon, the wind blows smoke from somebody’s fire onto a
group having dinner. Now what do they do? The first option is for the
group to outlaw fires. Great. Now nobody can cook, stay warm or burn
their trash. That will not work. So everybody agrees that you simply have
to have fires. Someone else though, knows a way to make fires so they do
not smoke so much. Yet another person is burning wet leaves for fun. So
the group outlaws burning leaves and agrees to use the new method for
reducing fire smoke. They also agree that anybody whose fire smokes too
much for too long gets to be the one to haul water from the stream.
However, all agree that people should have time to practice the new
method of making lower-smoke fires.
Pretty soon someone is disposing of a pile of leaves that are cluttering up
his area. As he burns them in his fire, the wind blows the smoke away
from the group. Confronted, the “culprit” points out that what is really
needed is a “smoke in the nose” test, not too many rules. This makes
sense, so the group agrees. This also gives people a chance, if the wind is
right, to quickly build up a fire that smokes at first, then makes less
smoke before the wind shifts again. Of course if the wind shifts too soon,
they get to haul the water.
This illustrates both the problem with pollution and a model for a
sensible approach. The Scripture addresses the issue of damage to
another person generally.
If fire breaks out and catches in thorns so that the stacked
grain or the standing grain or the field is consumed, he who
started the fire shall make full restitution. (Exodus 22:6)
And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.
(Luke 6:31)
Luke 6:31 is illustrated in the camping scenario above. Everyone
recognizes that everyone else has a human right to live and work in
peace. Inevitably, our activities will impinge on one another. We are both
“impingers” and “impingees.” Pollution standards must reflect both
common charity and the fact that some level of pollution is inevitable.
Where there is outright damage, the one causing the damage must make
restitution to the victim. This damage must be real, provable and actual.
However, not every little irritation rises to the level of actionable damage.
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If you go into your neighbor’s standing grain, you may pluck
the ears with your hand, but you shall not put a sickle to
your neighbor’s standing grain. (Deuteronomy 23:25)
At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the
Sabbath. His disciples were hungry, and they began to pluck
heads of grain and to eat. (Matthew 12:1)
These passages actually allow us to “take” small, but necessary amounts
from our neighbor. They give us leave to use office pens to jot an
addition to our grocery list at work if we should think of something we
forgot but not to steal crates of pens. In the same way, this teaching
speaks to both sides. We must tolerate our neighbor and let him live in
peace even if his living disturbs us a little. If your neighbor starts work at
6:30 and you get up at 7:00, your neighbor is unavoidably going to have
to open his garage door, start his car and drive off while you are asleep.
On the other hand, he does have an obligation to fix his muffler if it
breaks.
In America, we have a well recognized NIMBY (Not In My Back Yard) issue.
It has become difficult even for useful, but merely unsightly
infrastructure or factories to find locations in many areas because people
insist overly much on their “rights.” All sides have to recognize one
another’s rights to live and work in peace without undue outside
interference.
The campers analogy also teaches us something else. All pollution is
local; the source is always somewhere in somebody’s local jurisdiction,
though it may well travel far from its source. The highest concentrations
are also typically local. As we saw earlier, good government is mostly
local. Each neighborhood and each community should be free to make its
own decisions on how they want to live. Most pollution does not take a
centralized bureaucracy to control. Also, what matters is results not
adherence to complex technical rules.
The issue remains, however, that pollution does travel. What do we do
when communities disagree about acceptable levels? It is easy to envision
a farming community and a steel town having different views of the
amount of hog smell and coke oven smoke that is tolerable. That is why
there are higher levels of government. When local governments cannot
agree, disputants can take their case higher. But it is important to
maintain the bottom-up structure and charitableness that the Holy Bible
gives us.
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With respect to environmental concerns, we must be very wary of some
problems that can result in serious injustice. These problems are quite
real among us today.
Sin is not counted where there is no law. (Romans 5:13b)
There is no need for specific laws to prohibit one from dumping a
truckload of trash on a neighbor’s property. That this would be harmful
is simple common sense. But suppose one were to allow some 1,1,1trichloro-2,2-di(4-chlorophenyl)ethane to drift onto a neighbor’s
property? Would there be harm?
The fact that very few people even know what 1,1,1-trichloro-2,2-di(4chlorophenyl)ethane is, illustrates another example of why we need
human legislators who are ministers of King Jesus. We saw that God’s law
is a teacher. Likewise, good legislation will both instruct citizens and
promote justice. You know it as the insecticide DDT. Not only do people
need to know that certain things are harmful pollutants, but in
environmental issues, there is frequently controversy and difference of
opinion. Some of these issues are made more complex if a substance
tends to enter the food chain, for example. DDT is a case in point here as
well. The amount of harm actually caused by DDT remains controversial
today. Evidence strongly suggests that indoor use to help control
mosquitoes and other disease vectors will not harm the environment. Yet,
it remains banned in America and many other places. The point is neither
to promote nor discourage indoor use of DDT 133; the point is to use DDT
as an example of a pollutant about which there is controversy and
uncertainty. In a good system of government, some legislative body will
have to make a determination on the matter. Citizens on all sides of the
issue will have to obey the resulting law. If legislators declare that a
certain pollutant is harmful above certain amounts, then all must abide
by that decision.
As we saw earlier, the law must be written, available, understandable and
doable. Laws must be passed by due constitutional process. Only when
the law is violated and there is environmental harm can such harm be
actionable against the offender. Until such legislation is passed, it is
unjust to punish or seek restitution from someone who was acting in
common sense good faith, without knowledge that a particular action
was harmful.
A case in point in America has been asbestos. Asbestos was, and still is, a
highly useful mineral. After a time, it was discovered that asbestos is
dangerous and causes lung disease in many people, especially smokers.
Once this was known, it became irresponsible to knowingly expose
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people to it. But prior to that time it was not morally wrong to promote
and use asbestos. The result in America has been numerous lawsuits,
directed against asbestos product manufacturers. The problem is that
workers and management at these same manufacturers were themselves
victims of the harmful effects – they would have done things very
differently had they known. It is thus unjust to punish them when they
acted innocently and in good faith.
Unless this simple principle of justice is observed, people are blamed and
punished unjustly even when acting with the best of intentions and
current knowledge. There are times when we simply must allow for the
providence of God and not insist on finding somebody to blame for our
problems. If this is not done, environmental issues can become a source
of great injustice. The American Federal government’s handling of
Superfund sites is another example of this. Everyone found to have
contributed even a small amount of hazardous waste to a site became
liable to unlimited costs for cleanup, even where their part was small,
and even if they handled the waste according to best available knowledge
at the time. Much of the injustice in this and other areas stems from envy
against those with “deep pockets.” These same principles must apply not
only to pollution but also to threatened or endangered species protection
as well.
Finally, with respect to pollution, carbon, as in carbon dioxide (CO2) is
not a pollutant. God gave us coal, petroleum and natural gas and
designed the earth to handle their use. There are natural climate cycles;
the earth was both warmer and cooler in recorded human history. As CO 2
increases, is it not reasonable to expect that God will raise up more
plants to consume it? The present “global warming” / “climate change”
push is geared towards collectivist control and one-world collectivist
government. It also has the purpose of weakening and impoverishing
America. For more information, please see the Appendix.
Resource Ownership
Pollution is not the only environmental issue. A second major
environmental issue, resource ownership, is easy to dismiss quickly.
There is great call by collectivists to put resources under collective
ownership. However, history has shown this to be a poor method of
stewardship. Rather, resources belong first to the owner of the land or
sea in which they are found. Absent an owner, people should be able to
stake claims for unowned parcels or areas. This encourages responsible
resource development. The Holy Bible does not explicitly state this, but
there are plenty of hints that the owner of land also owns its resources.
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For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a
land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing
out in the valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of
vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees
and honey, a land in which you will eat bread without
scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones
are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper.
(Deuteronomy 8:7-9 NASB)
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,
which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes
and sells all that he has and buys that field. (Matthew 13:44)
Obviously, the field owner does not know of the treasure. The implication
is that the resources of the field belong to its owner. Although this is a
very secondary teaching of this verse134 it should not be omitted.
Wildlife and Species Protection
Wildlife protection, the third major environmental issue, can become
more complex. But it does not have to start out that way.
The Lord your God will clear away these nations before you
little by little. You may not make an end of them at once, lest
the wild beasts grow too numerous for you. (Deuteronomy
7:22)
Here we see that God is concerned if the Israelites moved too quickly into
the promised land, they would be too few to control the large and
dangerous carnivores. The implication is that it is OK to control wild
animals if they are numerous and harmful to us. God has, after all, given
man dominion over the earth.
If you come across a bird’s nest in any tree or on the ground,
with young ones or eggs and the mother sitting on the young
or on the eggs, you shall not take the mother with the young.
(Deuteronomy 22:6)
When you besiege a city for a long time, making war against
it in order to take it, you shall not destroy its trees by
wielding an axe against them. You may eat from them, but
you shall not cut them down. Are the trees in the field
human, that they should be besieged by you? Only the trees
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that you know are not trees for food you may destroy and
cut down, that you may build siegeworks against the city that
makes war with you, until it falls. (Deuteronomy 20:19-20)
God does command natural resource stewardship. Again, these are
teachings by examples. One obvious application is that where wildlife
does not harm or hinder us, and it is on our property, we are free to hunt
such for food or fur in reasonable numbers depending on the local
population. But if the species is threatened, we must leave it be if it is
possible to do so without hampering our life and work. Like other natural
resources, plants and animals on land normally belong to the owner of
the land.
Endangered Species
We have not yet resolved the issue of what to do if a species is severely
threatened or endangered. This endangerment may be in a small local
area, a large area, or global, where extinction is a real possibility.
There is no warrant given to the civil magistrate to punish someone
merely for bad environmental stewardship. There are punishments
explicitly permitted for various offenses and harm against God and man
but no punishments for quite a number of things which are sins but not
crimes.
We must also remember at this point that if God brought up an ecology
from the flood, it is not quite so fragile as Darwinists would have us
believe. We must not think like Darwinists who think that since we are
here by accident, our staying here will also be by accident, or at least
precarious. They do not understand that God explicitly designed and
created our home for us. There is also significant question as to just what
constitutes a species. God designed robustness into ecological systems by
different means including the adaptability of species to changing
environments. This adaptability is not evolution (that is going “upward”)
but rather a variability around a certain set of basic characteristics 135.
This variability and adaptability, part of God’s design, frequently causes
confusion in delineating species.
We also need to remember that in some places, certain species may be
undesirable. For example, large populations of grizzly bears in a school
playground could possibly pose problems.
Environmental stewardship is primarily an individual responsibility. Most
cases of environmental mismanagement only affect the owner’s property.
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For example, consider soil conservation. Poor soil conservation practices
make future crops more expensive to put in or result in lowered yields.
Likewise, in many cases, loss of a species on private property basically
only affects that property. The irresponsible landowner only harms
himself. For example, indiscriminate insecticide use will kill off not only
pests, but insects that eat the pests and even pollinators. He is then
answerable to God alone on the matter.
To deal with the question of harm to others in such cases, as an
illustration, let us review actual pollution. Pollution is a problem because
it harms people. If the factory down the road chokes you with smoke, it is
harming you. If it emits carcinogens into the air or water you use, it is
harming you. Whether that harm rises to a significant level is for each
community to decide. If the pollution crosses jurisdictions, higher levels
of government may need to step in and mediate or adjudicate disputes if
no voluntary agreement is reached.
Once it is determined that loss of a species or a species variation would
harm a local or larger ecology, the matter becomes a public concern. For
example, the loss of birds or bats may cause insect pest populations to
explode. Loss of pollinators hurts farmers and gardeners. Therefore, in
general, we can think of such loss as “negative pollution,” in the sense
that while pollution causes harm by its presence, removing a desirable
species causes harm by the removal of its presence. In other words, it
becomes accidental property damage, theft or vandalism depending on
the situation. We already know how to handle property damage: The
offender must make restitution. In some cases, the damage harms only a
few people. In other cases, all residents of the particular ecology suffer
harm through what is effectively public property damage. This is not
dissimilar to a case of property damage to a courthouse.
Depending on the particular form of government, there are no doubt
multiple ways to handle the matter of restitution. There must also be a
mechanism in place for justly identifying and protecting endangered
species, just as with pollution legislation.
You shall not pervert justice. You shall not show partiality,
and you shall not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes
of the wise and subverts the cause of the righteous.
(Deuteronomy 16:19)
It is important that civil governments do not benefit from any fines or
restitution. The civil government must only transfer such restitution lest
it become corrupted. We have seen this principle before, but its
importance is increased here because of the potentially more subjective
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nature of the matters under dispute. Further, just as with pollution,
species harm or loss must be covered by law. People must know that
certain actions are harmful before they can be liable to punishment or
restitution unless the matter is one of common sense.
These concerns lead directly to the need to consider the problem of
biodiversity conservation. God gave us a number of plant and animal
species which He made at creation. A significant fraction of those have
survived to this day. They are natural resources. In many cases, it is not
possible to definitively show that the loss of the species actually harms
anyone. This is in contrast to verifiable damage to an ecology. The fact
that not all species, e.g. dinosaurs, have survived should caution us not
to become too alarmed. Yet, we still must consider that God created all
things good. He created all plants and animals for good reasons. It thus is
reasonable to believe that all of what God has created has some purpose
even if we are not able to yet discern it. We thus have, to the extent
possible and reasonable, some stewardship responsibility to preserve all
of the species which God has given us. Note well: This is a resource
stewardship responsibility; it is not a responsibility to keep a supposedly
fragile ecosystem on earth functioning. God took care of that; He gave us
a well-built home.
The issue with biodiversity preservation is an issue of preserving species
not necessarily individuals of the species in any one location, that is, the
issue is generally one of preserving genetic information. The matter is
complex and delineating species is also an issue. For example, coyotes,
wolves, dingos and domestic dogs have all interbred with one another,
producing fertile offspring.
The problem then becomes, how do we protect species biodiversity in a
manner consistent with the Holy Bible? First, let us realize that
biodiversity is not mentioned in the Holy Bible. Secondly, biodiversity
cannot be seen as some kind of absolute requirement that overrides all
other human concerns. If we were to absolutize biodiversity, we would
hurt people and that is explicitly condemned in the Holy Bible.
And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live
on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted
periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, (Acts
17:26)
It is I who by my great power and my outstretched arm have
made the earth, with the men and animals that are on the
earth, and I give it to whomever it seems right to me.
(Jeremiah 27:5)
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It is by God’s sovereign decree that various bodies politic control various
portions of the earth, and all of the plants and animals in their territory.
For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens (he is God!),
who formed the earth and made it (he established it; he did
not create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!): “I am the
Lord, and there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:18 Emphasis mine)
By default therefore, humans get first priority. Each body politic has to
decide how to handle potentially endangered species within its
jurisdiction. It is God Himself who has established the nations and given
their civil governments jurisdiction over particular territories. This
jurisdiction does not extend to the whole earth, but only over its own
territory, including the matter of potentially endangered species.
“Territory” may include, for example, areas of operation on the high seas
where citizens stake claims or engage in fishing or other harvesting
activities, depending on a nation’s laws.
In light of this, we must also not neglect the principle that civil
government must be primarily local. Where local jurisdictions do not
agree, the matter can be moved to higher levels. But the default, for the
sake of liberty, must be local control. This is the more true because the
presence or absence of the species will impact the local area the greatest.
Before going on, note an important distinction. God is a God of truth. His
ministers must also abide by the truth. It is utterly invalid for a civil
ruler, even with popular support, to declare something to be valuable by
fiat. If something is deemed valuable public property, it must be
objectively valuable. In the matter of endangered species, we know that
everything God created was good. When God made our home, he put a
number of different “parts” in it that work together. Some of those parts
are plant or animal species. Thus, we have an objective basis on which to
consider any distinct species to be of some value. This is the concern of
biodiversity conservation. It remains for the civil authorities to deal with
the difficult issues of setting a monetary value on any particular
threatened or endangered species. There must also be appropriate
legislation and restitution values for any harm someone might do.
Obviously, not all species will have sufficient value to be preserved due to
the human cost of doing so. Biodiversity conservation is also insurance
against inadvertent harm to an ecology, an additional consideration.
It also must not be overlooked that private individuals and groups who
have conservation concerns are also quite free to make the investments
necessary to preserve and protect species of their choice. In many cases
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there are presently legal barriers to doing so; this problem needs to be
corrected. In fact, some species which are threatened due to excessive
harvesting and poaching might profitably be farmed if it were legal.
Thus far, we have been dealing with species protection or harm to an
ecology under the assumption that general prohibition of taking or
harvesting a protected species will prevent harm to the species. In this
case, there is no burden imposed on private landowners other than to
leave something alone unless it seriously interferes with property use or
human activity. This is often not unreasonable. Wild plants grow in many
places and wild animals can move elsewhere if they desire.
The situation becomes more acute, however, where the habitat of an
endangered or threatened species is limited to a small area or to private
property. The current American practice has been to forbid development
of the habitat, often even if the resulting expense and damage to the
landowner is great.136, 137 There does not appear to be any mandatory
compensation to the landowner, although various agreements can be
negotiated. In any event, the processes involved are complex and
expensive for small landowners.
Care is needed here to define the issue clearly. A certain species of plant
or animal may be in danger of extinction. Extinction would cause harm,
either to an ecology, causing people to suffer to some degree, or to
biodiversity. Importantly, its only known habitat is on one or more
particular parcels of private property. Destruction of the habitat would
result a high probability of species extinction. There must be good
evidence that the species could not adapt to other available habitats.
It therefore remains to find ways to compensate landowners who suffer
significant burden due to habitat protection requirements. If the
landowner is denied use of his assets, we use the principle of harm again.
The landowner has been harmed by the general populace of a small or
large area. The landowner is thus entitled to restitution by the populace
by some equitable method or another. Of course, in this case, the harm
was not intentional, but that does not change the principle of the matter;
this case must be treated the same as accidental harm and restitution
made to the landowner.
In all cases, we must be careful to adhere to the principles God has given
us in His Holy Bible. Environmental concerns are real, and God has
provided us with means of dealing with them. It is not necessary to
disobey God and set up a dictatorship of some kind. God made us and
the world we live in. He gave us limited civil government. These are not,
in God’s mind, isolated from one another. God is wise and makes all
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things fit together. Legal protection of the environment is well within the
capabilities of civil governments acting as ministers of King Jesus and
operating under the principles of locally oriented government, limited
government, restitution, stewardship and justice as given in the Holy
Bible.
Starting with the Garden of Eden, this chapter has outlined some
generalized solutions with respect to environmental stewardship and its
legal enforcement. There is certainly room for improvement and filling in
the details. The purpose here is not to give definitive solutions; such are
actually outside the scope of this book. Rather, the purpose is simply to
demonstrate that it is not all necessary to set up a collectivist or other
scheme in violation of the Holy Bible in order to address environmental
issues with fairness and justice. Rather, as always, the Holy Bible is
sufficient and internally consistent.
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Chapter 25 – Action Against Collectivism and For Human
Rights
Servants of the Prince of Peace
Most of this book has analyzed the Holy Bible in order to learn about
human rights. Discussions of contemporary issues have been included to
refute common errors and to provide examples of how the teachings of
the Holy Bible might be applied in practice. Collectivism was then
discussed due to the fact that it is a major source of human rights
violations and a severe and present danger to America. A survey of some
of the manifestations of collectivism in America followed with a
discussion of some of the resulting problems. Finally, we returned to the
Holy Bible to look at environmental stewardship and its enforcement
where such should be necessary.
So what we have done, is first, learn theory from the Holy Bible. Along the
way we looked at examples of ways to obey or disobey the Holy Bible.
These examples were most frequently issues of civic affairs. The
remainder of this book will examine personal and practical applications
that directly affect how each of us live and make decisions. It is therefore
inevitable that there will be differences in personal application. Let this
controversy not cause broken fellowship among believers in Jesus Christ.
Most of human rights is how we each treat one another. Let us remember
that. Let us each respect the rights of others to freedoms of conscience,
opinion and speech.
If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a
liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen
cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this
commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must
also love his brother. (1 John 4:20-21)
Let us also realize that it is easy to participate in the activities of a
society while leaving many assumptions and common practices
unquestioned.
Sin is not counted where there is no law. (Romans 5:13b)
There will be some readers who, by God's grace, will have their eyes
opened by these pages. Such should not take offense, but give
glory to God that they are enabled to serve Him and obey Him
more fully.
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May God grant wisdom and grace to all of us as we seek to obey Him
more fully in all areas of life.
Personal Action Against Collectivism
You shall not steal. (Exodus 20:15)
Imagine you are at a bank. You are waiting in line for the teller. The guy
at the front of the queue (line) pulls out a gun, yells, “Stick ‘em up!” and
robs the bank. Then he turns and hands some cash to everybody in the
queue, says, “Merry Christmas!” and runs. Do you keep the money? It was
a freely given gift. The problem of course is that it was not the robber’s
money to give. The source of the money was quite obvious; it had been
stolen from the bank. It was still the bank’s money.
Let us begin with government checks. Obviously, any government
employee whose job fits the job description King Jesus gave to His
ministers is a worker who deserves his wages. Examples would include
those in the military, police officers, judges, courthouse janitors, civilian
workers at a military base, elected officials, etc. The same also applies to
the support of such legitimate government functions, such as working in
a supply or munitions warehouse and all manner of government
contractors and suppliers working in support of legitimate functions. Job
benefits and promised retirement benefits are also part of just wages.
Thank you very much for your service and please enjoy your wages and
benefits.
However, not every government paycheck is legitimate. Merely because
something is legal does not make it moral. After all, one can get a
paycheck doing abortions, working at a casino or in a house of ill repute.
Further, it is also evil, for example, to be a janitor in one of those evil
places, for such a “support worker” is still directly supporting and
participating in evil.
It does not matter who signs an illegitimate paycheck or whether the
illegitimate check comes from the government or a government
contractor. The paper trail is not so important; what is important is
whether the money is visibly stolen from taxpayers. Anyone receiving
taxpayer’s money for something that is not within the job description of
civil government is receiving stolen money just as sure as in the bank
robbery example above. It is well known from whence the money came. It
came from the taxpayers. It was stolen from the taxpayers because King
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Jesus never authorized His ministers to take it for anything except
certain purposes within His job description of the civil government.
Also, to receive taxpayer’s money or services without paying for them in
full, for example, Food Stamps (SNAP), welfare, corporate subsidies,
agricultural subsidies, student loans from the government, public
schooling, public university education, free services from city parks and
recreation, etc., is to be guilty of theft. One who works for the
government delivering, administering, managing, processing, or
otherwise supporting such things is also guilty of theft. It is theft because
he or she is knowingly receiving property or money that neither belongs
to the party paying it, nor was it his or hers to dispose of or receive. No
one is entitled to the excuse that it is “legal.” God determines what is
moral or immoral.
It cannot be doubted that this truth will anger a great many people. The
wallet is, after all, the most sensitive part of the human anatomy in spite
of the fact that the human wallet will not be part of our resurrection
bodies. Going by US Census Bureau statistics, somewhere around 37% of
people who are receiving income of any type are getting it from the
government.138, 139
No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.
(Matthew 6:24)
Before going on, it is necessary to address a common argument, or at
least excuse. “I pay taxes through the nose. I just want some of my own
back.”
You shall not pervert justice. You shall not show partiality,
and you shall not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes
of the wise and subverts the cause of the righteous.
(Deuteronomy 16:19)
Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is
honorable in the sight of all. (Romans 12:17)
Politicians bribe voters with all manner of “benefits.” If God’s people
don’t have the guts to stand up and do what is right to reform this
country, who will? Is Jesus Christ king of America or is Satan?
Some things need to be fine tuned here; this is a complex mess and there
is need to be careful. Suppose our Christmas bank robber gets away and
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then goes to a burger place and has lunch. Is the owner of the burger
place guilty? The answer must be no. There is typically a loss of
information when money is tendered; the seller of something does not
usually know the source of the buyer’s money. However, this is less
frequently true when there is an established business relationship.
If one of the unbelievers invites you to dinner and you are
disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you without raising
any question on the ground of conscience. (1 Corinthians
10:27)
By this principle, it is not necessary to interrogate customers, employers,
etc. to assure the money is “clean.”
There are also some things governments provide whose use does not
incur cost. A walk through a park does not impose incremental (i.e.,
additional) cost on taxpayers. Use of a swimming pool does. In some
cases, user fees fully cover incremental costs of use; one thus does not
burden taxpayers. In such cases, there is no theft, but it seems better to
use a private facility. This is the more true as one’s presence helps justify
the larger robbery of taxpayers to finance the fixed costs of the facility.
Reform of a corrupt system takes time, raising a question. Most States
have constitutional provisions mandating the existence of certain
institutions. For example, government schools are mandated in all States.
Many will mandate universities or other institutions. However, God
requires us to keep our covenants and obey our constitutions. These
mandates are unbiblical, but required by our constitutions. Note carefully
that the institutions are required, but, attendance or utilization of these
institutions is not required. To utilize such institutions causes
incremental costs on taxpayers. The question still remains, however, if
such institutions are required, is one free to be employed in them? As
always, one must answer to his or her own conscience and to God, but it
seems that the answer could be yes. Such employment seems dangerous,
however, for it is hard to work for reform while benefiting from the
status quo. Additionally, one must distinguish between constitutionally
required and merely constitutionally permitted institutions.
So far, the discussion has pertained to voluntary actions which have clear
demarcations. This is an important distinction. There is no law which
requires us to collect welfare or to use a public swimming pool. There is
no law (at least not in the USA, so far, thank God!) that requires us to
utilize government education. Far better and much more biblical
education is available at home and private schools and colleges.
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Tangled in the Net
In areas where public and private funds are mixed or the lines are
blurred, personal applications begin to become more difficult. Americans
have had such a pattern of begging for, and grabbing, government
subsidies and other transfer payments that government tentacles have
sunk deep into many areas of life. For example:
• Your employer may receive some grants or below market loans
from a government. However, most of your employer’s income is
from sales.
• You may fly on an airline. You paid for your ticket, but taxpayers
fund much aviation infrastructure.
• You pay various automobile and fuel taxes, but again, all taxpayers
fund a certain amount of highway and road construction and
maintenance.
• You might pay tuition at a university, but the university is State
supported to a large extent.
• You live in a city that provides water and sewer service for a fee,
and there are no private alternatives.
• You live in a city that provides free trash collection.
• You use the U.S. Mail which has a legal monopoly.
• You are required by law to pay into Social Security and Medicare.
For the decision maker who voluntarily accepts, creates or sets up
government subsidies, the choice is easy – reject it. This is not to say that
bearing the resultant cost is always easy, but the moral parameters are
clear and easy to see.
Just as in the case of the Christmas bank robber who stops at a burger
place, merely because one’s employer receives some grants or subsidies,
one is not necessarily prohibited from working for that employer.
However, in some cases, one may be aware that his or her job is directly
funded by a grant or subsidy. That money is thus clearly labeled stolen
and must be refused. Neither is it permitted, for example, to be working
to obtain grants or subsidies for one’s employer.
Many other cases are much less clear, and it will be helpful to examine
some of these either as specific cases or as examples. Often there will be
local details or variations that will impact personal decisions as one seeks
to most fully obey God.
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Forced Insurance
There are two types of American government handouts that demand
special attention. The first is “unemployment insurance”140 and the
second is the package that is known as “OASDI / Medicare” or Socialism
Security and Medicare. These both are “sold” as insurance programs, the
former actually labeled as insurance, and the second as a kind of
insurance/annuity system. In both cases, premiums are collected over a
working person’s lifetime. Payout is according to Congress’s mood at any
given moment.
States and the Federal government theoretically try to make
unemployment insurance self funding – meaning employers get stuck
with the bill. Social Security / Medicare works in similar fashion, except
employee and employer both pay 7.65% of wages. These are also
supposed to be self supporting. Social Security is also taxed
progressively, meaning that the more one makes, the less one gets back
for his or her taxes as a percentage.
Both of these should be abolished. They violate economic freedom and
personal liberty. Medicare / Social Security taxes should be abruptly shut
off. Benefits would then be paid on a straight line percentage starting at
100% for those just retiring down to zero for anyone just starting work.
The difference would be paid out of the U.S. treasury.
But as it is, both of these are established by law. They are distinguished
by having their own defined pools of funds (in theory) 141 which are
supplied by their “beneficiaries.” There is theft occurring when the taxes
are collected. We do not get all of it back due to administrative overhead.
But the money we do collect comes out of the same pool (fund) into
which we “contributed” at gunpoint. 142
Were participation voluntary, it would be theft, therefore sin, to get
involved. Yet, participation is mandatory by force of law. Since these
programs have their own pools of funds, to receive benefits from these
two programs is probably not stealing. What sets these types of programs
apart is that the money one receives is not out of the general taxpayer
funds, but money participants as a group put into the fund. If one
receives more than put in, that is OK, because insurance sometimes
works that way. You will have to obey your own conscience in this and
consider the matter prayerfully. As of this writing the decision on
unemployment compensation has recently become less clear since
Congress has made unemployment compensation nearly a form of
welfare. It is unclear at this time whether its existence as a separate pool
of funds will continue.
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There Is No Escape
Next, it is necessary to examine “benefits” which are at least partly
funded by stolen tax money and in which participation is in some way
mandatory. There are also various levels of “mandatory.” This category
includes roads, city services such as garbage collection and city utilities,
transportation infrastructure such as airports and train stations, some
national parks and so on. (Socialism Security and unemployment
“benefits” do not fit into this category; there is no legal requirement that
one collect benefits.)
Note well: The present discussion refers to the immediate situation and
quickly attainable reforms. The assertions in the sub-chapters on Public
Works and Transportation still stand.
Consider air travel. Obviously, we pay for our tickets. Airlines pay fees to
airports. It is not legal to fly an airplane without the government getting
involved. The FAA exacts all manner of fees, but these fees do not cover
all taxpayer expenses. At the bottom line, air transport is government
subsidized to some degree. It is, in effect, illegal to fly without some
subsidy getting involved somewhere. If we wish to avoid flying, we might
want to take a train. However, Amtrak is very heavily subsidized. That
leaves road travel, such as an intercity bus or driving our automobile.
Roads are also subsidized. Must we walk?
Cities present difficulties as well. Typically, cities have a legal monopoly
on such services as water and sewage and sometimes on electricity or
natural gas. Cities typically provide garbage collection and other services.
In the case of city utilities, there is no legal alternative. However, fees will
generally cover the costs of the utilities. Cities are not the only problem.
In some countries health care and many other industries are nationalized.
Private alternatives may be illegal or otherwise unavailable. Do we thus
go without water, electricity or medical care as the case may be?
It is necessary to consider two factors here. First, just how “mandatory”
is participation, and second, is the “benefit” funded by user fees? Let us
consider several cases, focusing on the situation here in America.
Typically with city utilities for example, you pay for what you get. One
does not have a choice, but one does basically give fair value for value
received. There is not an issue with theft here. Government should not be
doing these things, but one’s involuntary participation is not theft.
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In many cases, private alternatives do exist. It is not necessary to
consume services simply because they are offered. For example, private
education is certainly available. Private garbage services are available and
generally give much better service than public services. People can share
dumpsters also. However, some residents may not have space for a
dumpster or local regulations may effectively forbid it.
What do we do about subsidized or government-provided services when
reasonable private alternatives are outlawed or effectively legally
unavailable? There is an important distinction here: We are considering
only services or “benefits” for which there does not exist a reasonable
legal private alternative. For example, nearly all transportation is
subsidized. Must we walk or ride a mule?
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For
there is no authority except from God, and those that exist
have been instituted by God. (Romans 13:1)
The emphasis here is on that last phrase. Basically, it is by God’s
sovereign plan that He allows wicked men and wicked situations to come
to pass. God is not the author143 of evil, but for His own Glory, He does
permit it. When civil governments go astray, they are still governments
that have been instituted by God.
This most certainly does not make anything that the government does or
allows right and moral, for example, lotteries and abortion. Neither is a
civil law that is evil, morally valid. Yet, the institution by God of civil
government must be a consideration here.
It is worthwhile to return to the question of airline subsidies as an
example. The subsidies are indirect so far as the traveler is concerned.
They are also small compared with the cost of operating an airline;
airlines are not a free government service. The same principle applies to
roads. Hence, it is necessary to ask if the “pollution” of subsidies and
political pay-offs sufficiently “pollutes” airlines and roads that it is theft
to use them.
Remember that this pollution was caused by civil government instituted
and allowed by God. We, as consumers, are not the direct cause of this
pollution. We have no reasonable, legal, unpolluted alternative available
to us. Some times we do have some choice and can choose the less
polluted alternative, such as a bus company over Amtrak. (It also remains
that as voters, we are still responsible for such injustices.)
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Exactly the same issues arise elsewhere. For example, private
campgrounds and recreational parks are quite available and usually give
better service than public parks. Yet, you cannot go to a private park to
see Old Faithful (the geyser).
In a country like America where collectivist, Socialistic and Communistic
philosophies have become deeply entrenched, a strict avoidance of stolen
tax money is impossible without complete withdrawal from society.
Withdrawal from society due to sin in society would seem to be an
option. Many religious communities and monasteries have been
established for just this reason.
You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how
shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for
anything except to be thrown out and trampled under
people’s feet. You are the light of the world. A city set on a
hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 5:13-16)
Jesus has not called us to withdraw from an evil society. There is no
evidence of this kind of withdrawal in Scripture among God’s prophets
and apostles which God did not rebuke. (1 Kings 19:1-18, Galatians 2:1114)
To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and
unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds and their
consciences are defiled. (Titus 1:15)
We must consider all of God’s commands in His Holy Bible. We have no
warrant to so focus on one command that we disobey other commands.
Far less do we have warrant to focus on an indirect application of a
command in such a way that we blatantly violate other of God’s
commands.
Thus, it appears correct to conclude that where no reasonable legal
alternative exists in order to obtain necessary goods and services, that we
are permitted to use these “polluted” goods and services. The fault for
the sin of theft does not lie upon us for we are given no reasonable
choice in the matter. However, each believer should examine the matter
in the presence of God before whom all will stand on the last day.
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There is yet other consideration. If you realize that you are wrongly
consuming stolen tax dollars, it may be that an abrupt and disruptive
change is not always necessary. If you work at a government job handing
out welfare, for example, it may be that you do not necessarily need to
just walk off the job. That would be disruptive and disorderly. But if you
immediately and diligently seek a private sector job and take any job you
are able to get, then it would seem that you will do well. But this is
between you and Jesus.
Staying Clean in A Pig Sty
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick;
who can understand it? (Jeremiah 17:9)
I yet remember the spiritual lesson that I drew while on a hike on a
somewhat rugged trail. A bunch of children were with us. At first, they
stepped around the mud and water. But the trail being what it was, it was
not possible to keep entirely clean. Soon, we all had mud on our shoes
and boots and none were completely dry. As time passed, some of the
kids became less and less concerned about staying clean and dry. By the
time we finished, it might almost have seemed we could have put some of
the boys in a mud hole and gotten them no dirtier or wetter. We must
take care that difficult choices do not tempt us to carelessness or sin. We
can get used to evil in a way that is not good. Our consciences can
become miscalibrated or even seared.
As we use subsidized services because we have no choice, we face
difficulty in staying clean. We are tempted to rationalize further. For
example, we drive on the roads. We have no real choice. So then should
we take Amtrak, an essentially government owned, operated and tax
subsidized (27%) concern? No. We have a number of other private
transportation choices.
The essential point here is that we must not use the excuse of the
impossibility of perfection as an excuse to simply ignore our
responsibilities as citizens, either of America, or of Christ’s Kingdom. We
must strive to make sure we have, indeed, no other reasonable choice.
So how will you respond?
Are you a thief? More important: If so, will you remain so?
How is America going to be reformed but by God’s people making
personal sacrifices for the Name of Christ? If not by the people of Jesus
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Christ who live by His power and through whom Christ’s power works,
then by whom?
Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the
field, and he was exhausted. And Esau said to Jacob, “Let me
eat some of that red stew, for I am exhausted!” (Therefore his
name was called Edom.) Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright
now.” Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a
birthright to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me now.” So he
swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob
gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank and
rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.
(Genesis 25:29-34)
Esau gave up a thing of great value for momentary convenience; his name
thus lives in great infamy. America is here because those who came
before us fought, suffered and died for our liberty. Shall we imitate Esau
and despise our birthright of liberty, a gift which not all on earth have,
merely because taking a personal stand against collectivism may cost us?
America is here because Jesus Christ taught, suffered and died for our
liberty from the bondage of sin. Without the motive of liberty to serve
King Jesus His way, there would not have been enough patriots to win the
Revolutionary War. Shall we whom Jesus Christ has freed from bondage,
enslave and oppress our fellow Americans and neighbors by stealing
their taxes? Shall we who are seated with Christ in the Heavenly places
with treasure awaiting us in Heaven steal from those who have only
earthly things and Hell to follow?
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow
me.” (Matthew 16:24)
Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give to the
needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow
old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where
no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also. (Luke 12:32-34)
Responsible Citizenship
This subchapter is designed to fill in a few miscellaneous holes and
correct some common errors. In a representative system of government,
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political action by citizens plays a vital role. The active involvement of
Christians in the affairs of civil government is a God-given responsibility.
If my people who are called by my name humble themselves,
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and
heal their land. (2 Chronicles 7:14)
Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any
people. (Proverbs 14:34)
Resources are available for those interested in basic political action such
as staying informed and writing elected officials. 144 For those wishing to
become involved in local politics, which is exactly the right place to start,
you should find someone in your area who can help you or mentor you
depending on how much you wish to get involved. Political action can be
limited to staying informed, voting and writing officials, or it can become
a full-time career.
It has become painfully clear that some “conservatives” have begun to
use the same noisy, uncivil and impolite tactics that has been the
hallmark of troublemakers from the 1960s. God’s people have no
business doing God’s work using the devil’s methods. Those who must
shout down or harass an opponent simply show that they have the
weaker argument.
For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war
according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are
not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy
strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion
raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought
captive to obey Christ (2 Corinthians 10:3-5)
This is a matter of faith – we must trust God by obeying Him and leave
the results to Him. We are to love our enemies, not verbally abuse them
or even be impolite to them. Public insults are out of order.
The beginning of strife is like letting out water, so quit
before the quarrel breaks out. (Proverbs 17:14)
The American Civil War was not necessary. England outlawed slavery
peacefully145. Rather, the Civil War came about because of oppression and
harsh, violent and unforgiving spirits. Dissent and dispute grew hotter
and hotter until there was war. It could happen again. Considering the
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enemies America has around the world, it is improbable that America
could survive another civil war.
Recall the working definition of democracy: Three wolves and a lamb
voting on what to have for lunch. Please understand that we in America
are in the mess we are in today because of the foul moral character of the
American people. This conclusion cannot be escaped. If there are
evildoers in office, they are there because voters wanted evildoers or did
not care enough to sort the evildoers from the good candidates. It is
completely invalid to blame our troubles on “the system.” Such being the
case, as long as wolves are voting, lambs will be eaten.
Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his spots?
Then also you can do good who are accustomed to do evil.
(Jeremiah 13:23, See also 2 Peter 22:22, Ezekiel 36:26)
If you put a pig in a five-star hotel, you get a five-star pig sty. Tinkering
with people’s circumstances or environment does not change them. But
God can and does change piggish and wolfish hearts into hearts that
serve Him. Until God changes the hearts of Americans, Americans will
continue to be willingly led by the nose, bribed by “benefits” and
entertained by gifted orators who spew forth lies and false promises.
The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule at their
direction; my people love to have it so, but what will you do
when the end comes? (Jeremiah 5:31)
Thus, when we engage in political action against that which is sin, or for
that which is good, we do well. Yet God must give the victory. We cannot
change peoples hearts. We might change their minds, but only God can
give anybody a heart of flesh that trusts in Him. For this reason, we must
be realistic about our expectations. We do have citizenship
responsibilities before God and must accept responsibility for our
country and not shirk the work that is before us. But it is King Jesus who
will give the results.
Since King Jesus gives the results, we must not compromise our beliefs.
Neither must we be ashamed of Jesus Christ from whence our beliefs
come. Rather, Jesus Christ must be central to our teaching, campaigning,
preaching and witness. It is in the Name of Jesus Christ and according to
the teaching of the Holy Bible that we must speak out against evil. For
then we speak with authority, rather than just give another opinion. Jesus
Christ is the only Rock of American freedom. Except for Jesus, we have
nothing to say and nothing useful to do.
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But all things should be done decently and in order. (1
Corinthians 14:40)
We cannot, and must not expect two and a half centuries of moral decay
to reverse overnight. For example, every American State constitution has
an education provision of some type. As we saw in the chapter on the
Right to Constitutional Government, we cannot simply ignore these
provisions. Rightly so, constitutions are hard to change. Hence, we can be
in a somewhat interesting spot. For example, it is wrong for us to
participate in stealing tax money, yet it is also wrong to disobey a
constitution by abruptly outlawing government education or by refusing
to pay for it where required by law.
As we read in 2 Chronicles 34:1-35:19, King Josiah took eighteen years to
carry out his reforms, and God approved of his work. A skilled builder
must sometimes wreck and demolish portions of structures in order to
build new and better parts, but he always takes care not to damage what
is good and to make sure people do not get hurt in the process. We must
do the same. This is not a call for laziness or sloth but a call for patience
and waiting upon God.
America is a republic with a large component of democracy and a high
degree of public participation and input from American citizens. This
same openness, however, also makes us open to participation and input
by all manner of evildoers as well. Sometimes the evildoers are American
citizens with corrupt morals. Sometimes, the evildoers are special
interests hoping to line their pockets with our money. Worse,
Communists and foreign agents routinely pretend to represent the
common American but work to pervert our system to their ends. Such are
also well financed, often by foreign governments. We must be watchful
for this. The best way to be watchful is to keep our attention fixed on
God’s Holy Bible. For then, we can let God do the thinking for us; we do
not have to outsmart the servants of that serpent who is crafty above all
other beasts. We merely have to do things the way our King Jesus
commands.
It is vital to emphasize that the biggest problem is individual Americans
who reject Jesus Christ and His Word in favor of other “solutions.” We
cannot blame the “system.” Neither can we blame various conspiracies,
domestic or foreign, working against America’s best interests. Some of
these are cabals consisting of those in power in high places, all part of
the biggest and oldest conspiracy of all: Satan as the boss of all evildoers.
Of course, evildoers will gather together to do evil. No big news there.
Where we can expose and bring such evildoers to justice, we certainly
must do so. Yet, it does not do to get overly worked up about evil
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organizations, conspiratorial or otherwise. Rather, we must to hold each
office holder or candidate up to the light of Scripture and insist that all
ministers of King Jesus act like ministers of King Jesus.
The Greater War
Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not
gather with me scatters. (Luke 11:23)
And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the
left. (Matthew 25:33)
While King Jesus gathers His sheep, Satan collects his goats. Satan is the
origin of collectivism.
You shall have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3)
Collectivism is one false religion among many. Satan does not care what
your religion is so long as it is not Christianity. We must see collectivism
for what it is – a tool of Satan. We must take care to not lose perspective.
It is perfectly possible to destroy one evil and have a worse one pop up in
its place. “Nature abhors a vacuum.” Abolition of one evil does not end all
evil.
When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes
through waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it
says, “I will return to my house from which I came.” And
when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order.
Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than
itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of
that person is worse than the first. (Luke 11:24-26)
Were it possible to magically wipe out collectivism overnight, new
excuses for evil, oppression, tyranny and dictatorship would fill their
place. Collectivism is an important weapon in Satan’s hand and thus it
must be destroyed. But that will not end the battle, because collectivism
comes from sin in human hearts. People will still be willingly misled by
false prophets who tell them what they want to hear.
The same situation is true for Darwinism. Like Freudian psychology and
Phrenology, it too will eventually crash and burn. However, this will not
end the eager desire of sinners to find an excuse to not believe in God
who created the heavens and the earth. Some other foolishness will arise
in its place. The problem with sinful human hearts remains.
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Behold, these, on Balaam’s advice, caused the people of Israel
to act treacherously against the Lord in the incident of Peor,
and so the plague came among the congregation of the Lord.
(Numbers 31:16)
Though they know God’s decree that those who practice such
things deserve to die, they not only do them but give
approval to those who practice them. (Romans 1:32)
Christians are not the only ones who (should) understand spiritual
warfare. Not only Satan, but evil men who hate God deliberately work to
trip up Christians and encourage moral depravity in America. It is even
part of the Communist agenda to foster immorality and moral
perversion. Behind all of this is Satan’s hatred for God and His people;
Satan wants to separate people from their God. Sin causes separation
between man and God. That is why Satan wants us to sin.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old
has passed away; behold, the new has come. (2 Corinthians
5:17, See also Ezekiel 11:19)
By contrast, when a person comes to Christ, God gives him a new kind of
heart, one that is no longer attuned to sin, but attuned to God. If a
collectivist repents of his error and turns to another error, nothing really
changes in the long term. The former collectivist still goes to Hell. But if a
collectivist (or anyone) repents and turns to Jesus Christ, one has not
only one less enemy, but a new friend, not only in this life, but in Heaven.
For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and
forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his
soul? (Matthew 16:26)
This passage points to the second problem of not keeping the battle
against collectivism in perspective. Of what use is making people
comfortable on earth if they are tormented for eternity in Hell?
Finding the Biblical Balance
Historically, Christians have fallen into two opposite errors with, it
seems, too much ease. On the one hand, some have withdrawn from
society, or concentrated only on spiritual needs. On the other hand, some
have focused only on material needs and have abandoned the gospel of
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Jesus Christ. But God made us body, soul and spirit, in a unified whole,
just as the Trinity is a unified whole.
Remove far from me falsehood and lying;
give me neither poverty nor riches;
feed me with the food that is needful for me,
lest I be full and deny you
and say, “Who is the Lord?”
or lest I be poor and steal
and profane the name of my God. (Proverbs 30:8-9)
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is
this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to
keep oneself unstained from the world. (James 1:27)
God’s people are to minister to both physical and spiritual needs. Body,
soul and spirit are inseparable in this life and interact with one another
deeply. Even if we should somehow make America a perfect country,
what good will it be if Americans go from here to Hell? And if we ignore
physical needs, which people can see, how are they to believe in Jesus
Christ whom they cannot see?
One application of this teaching is to note that collectivism is often
justified as being necessary to meet the needs of the poor. This, of
course, is rubbish; nothing is necessary if it is contrary to the Holy Bible.
At the same time, we must both take warning and see an opportunity.
Welfare is destructive. Many who are poor sense this at some level. Such
do not wish to be either poor or dependent. Yet, it cannot be disputed
that if welfare were cut off, while some would get jobs, many, perhaps
most, would suffer and be worse off. It is not enough to argue against
collectivism. We must help show in a practical way that collectivism is
unnecessary.
But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in
need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love
abide in him? (1 John 3:17)
It is not enough to say something is bad. We must say what is good. More
importantly, we must do what is good. The great work of the mediatorial
king, Jesus Christ, is to reconcile the world to Himself. Those of us who
are His disciples have the same mission.
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Chapter 26 – Summary and Conclusion
Basic Truths Without Which There Are No Human Rights
Absolute truth does exist. There is no mathematical or physical evidence
in the natural universe which would suggest that any of the laws of
nature are affected by human opinion. Since this is the case, the common
idea that moral truth can be relative or a matter of personal opinion has
no basis in fact. There is no evidence whatsoever to suggest that moral
relativism is valid. Thus, moral relativism is, at best, a leap of blind faith
which has no data to support it.
The Holy Bible is absolutely true, inerrant and infallible. The Holy Bible
presents a consistent, rational and reasonable world view, or philosophy.
Everything the Holy Bible teaches is consistent with known fact. God is
Creator of all that exists. He is absolute and ultimate. It is not possible
for another such being to simultaneously exist. However, only such a
being is qualified to judge God or His claims in the Holy Bible. Thus, it is
only possible to either accept the Holy Bible, trusting God, or to refuse to
trust God. Humans are utterly unqualified to judge or second guess God
or His Word, the Holy Bible.
God reveals Himself as a Triune being, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, One
God in three Persons. God also sustains all things. He is the One who
brings all thing to pass yet is never the originator of even the slightest
evil or sin. God created all things in precise and exact detail. There is no
hint of randomness or chance in His work.146
In particular, God designed the earth and its ecosystem in detail. Nothing
was created by chance; rather God designed all details with specific
purpose. God continues to operate the universe, earth and its ecology in
detail as well. The earth and its biological and mineral resources are all
part of God’s plan and design to provide a useful home to mankind. The
Garden in Eden is God’s model to us for environmental stewardship.
Since God alone is the Creator and sustainer of all things, He owns the
universe and all in it, including all people. God did, with perfect right,
give commands for all human beings to obey.
Adam sinned against God. Thus all humans continue to sin against God.
“Sin” means an act or thought contrary to what God commanded. Every
man, woman and child sins. There are absolutely no exceptions to this.
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The punishment for sin is eternity in Hell. People in Hell continue to sin.
Since this sin continues, and since God is infinite, sin is an infinite
offense. This infinite, continuing offense justly requires each sinner to
spend eternity in Hell, in the Lake of Fire. God is perfectly just. His justice
demands that He punish sin. Hell is not unjust, but perfect justice.
When Adam sinned, God cursed the ground, even the universe itself with
continuing effects. All people die as a result of the curse. Sin has not only
broken the relationship between God and man but also between man and
the creation and between humans. Conflicts among people are the result
of sin.
Jesus Christ became man, was born of a virgin and grew up to adulthood.
He taught, authenticated Himself with signs and wonders, then, by His
own free will, hanged Himself147 on the Cross. Jesus Christ is fully God
and fully man, with no confusion or conflict between the two natures.
Jesus Christ, as man, accepted the punishment for all of the sins of His
elect upon Himself. The elect are all who ever will trust in Jesus Christ. By
His punishment, as a substitute for sinners, God’s justice was fully
satisfied on behalf of all who would ever trust in Jesus Christ. As man,
Jesus was able to stand in the place of the elect. As God, Jesus had no sin
of His own and thus could perfectly satisfy God’s wrath. Jesus also lived
a perfectly holy life. Thus, God imputes Christ’s perfect righteousness to
each person who trusts in Jesus Christ. As a result, all of the elect are
fully reconciled to God and will be in Heaven with Him for eternity.
Because of His sacrifice on the Cross, Christ has earned a Name that is
above every name, and He reigns as mediatorial King over the universe.
The same trust that is a trust unto eternal life in Christ also produces
good works through one's union with Christ by the very inherent nature
of this saving trust, commonly called Christian Faith. These good works
include proclaiming Jesus Christ to all men and working for the
reconciling of all men and all creation to God. The Holy Bible defines
good works for us. Jesus Christ will come again to judge the living and
the dead at a time known only to God.
The Holy Bible is largely stories, poems and exhortation to obey God. God
has given us a few specific commands in the Holy Bible. Most of these
commands are not only specific commands to obey but are exemplary,
intended to teach us by example. These commands are the source of
human rights. God has not given us a detailed rule book for life, but has
left us largely free to live life in liberty to serve Him according to each of
our own individual callings in life.
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From Whence Human Rights Come
God has commanded us to do certain things. Obviously then, we each
have a right to obey these commands. Each of these commands directly
and necessarily generate human rights to do these commands. In other
cases, God commands us, in various ways, to leave one another in peace.
God said, “You shall not murder.” Under this Commandment, God also
forbids manstealing. A right understanding of God’s law and instruction
teaches us that the command against manstealing forbids any
unwarranted interference with a person’s God-given liberty. Since God
Himself gave this command, God is the one who defines what is
unwarranted. Further strengthening this command, God forbids all of us
from being a busybody, that is a meddler in other people’s affairs. These
two teachings from God directly and necessarily generate a general
human right to live undisturbed, in peace, without undue interference by
others. In other cases, commands such as, “You shall not steal,” also
reinforce this general human right to be left in peace by adding
additional weight and detail in certain areas of life. Due to the general
right to be left in peace, a human right does not need to be enumerated
in the Holy Bible to be a human right; the general right to be left in peace
without unwarranted outside interference is sufficient in itself. However,
this book has enumerated a number of selected specific rights for the
better defense of these rights against evil philosophies and tyrants.
It is of crucial importance to recognize that human rights are largely
about how we each treat one another in daily life. The human rights
which God has graciously bestowed upon us are, by default, applicable to
each of us. That is, unless God expressly declares an exception, each of
us, no matter what our station or authority in life, is required to respect
all of the rights of all others. Likewise, unless God expressly declares an
exception, each of us has all of the rights which God has given to all
human beings, no matter what our station in life. God declared that
human beings come into existence at conception. Human rights are
important because God individually and particularly creates each of us in
His image, giving us great intrinsic worth and value.
Jesus Christ is King over the universe. The great work of Christ is to
reconcile all things to God, for Jesus is mediator between God and man.
For this reason, the Kingship of Jesus Christ is mediatorial and spiritual
in nature. Because God is creator and because God has placed all things
under Jesus Christ, Christ’s kingdom is without limit in time and space
and is without limit in authority. All valid creaturely authority is directly
established and delegated by God and directly under the authority of
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Jesus Christ. There is no valid authority except that which comes from
Jesus Christ.
Because of this redemptive and mediatorial nature of Christ’s kingship,
this great redemptive work is part and parcel of the work of all of those
to whom King Jesus has delegated authority in His Name. Just as Jesus
Christ served His people on the Cross, so likewise, the purpose of all
delegated authorities who serve under Jesus Christ the King is to serve
those over whom they have authority. God instituted all earthly
authorities for the benefit of those whom they serve, not the reverse.
Furthermore, since all authority comes only from God, all authorities are
under God’s Word, the Holy Bible, and must conduct their offices in strict
accordance with God’s commands for them in the Holy Bible.
The Holy Bible reveals to us four valid authorities which have been
directly established by God. Jesus Christ is the King of each authority, as
well as of each person under that authority. Also, in each case, the duties
and limits of each authority are distinctly defined by God. The duties and
responsibilities of each person under such an authority are also distinctly
defined by God. No authority has any license whatsoever from God to
violate anyone else’s human rights.
However, since God-ordained authorities have distinct areas of authority
and specific duties from God, this authority and these duties may
therefore modify otherwise general human rights but only to the extent
granted by God. For example, it is not permitted for any of us to take
money from someone against their will. But the civil government has the
authority from King Jesus Christ to exact taxes for the operation of civil
government in the performance of those duties God has given it.
These four authorities established by God are, as expressed in human
units, the individual, the family (including the master-slave relationship),
the Church and the state. People are also free to voluntarily contract or
agree to associate themselves and place themselves under authority in
organizations, such as employer-employee, business, charitable, service
or recreational organizations.
Some examples will illustrate the relationship between human rights and
authority. A father may not harm his child. He is not free to wantonly
inflict pain by spanking or otherwise. Only when exercising genuine
discipline for training in godly righteousness is he free to inflict
measured punishment appropriate to the child’s need. This is because
the Holy Bible directly commands fathers to exercise this discipline
including corporal punishment. A husband has authority over his wife.
However, he may not steal from her. Nor may he beat her, for no
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authority to do this is given in Scripture. A judge or king may not walk
into a store and take cash from the cash register and walk out. However,
he may, after due process of law, order the store to make restitution to a
cheated customer.
An examination of the Ten Commandments, in their full meaning as
exemplified by the teachings of Moses, the prophets and Jesus show that
a large number of human rights may be expressly found in Scripture.
Human Rights and Civil Government
Note that except for examples, little has been said about civil government
so far in this summary. Human rights issues are not limited to problems
with governments. Nevertheless, since civil government implies force,
even lethal force, it deserves special attention. This is the more true due
to the extreme violations of human rights that governments have
frequently perpetrated.
Civil governments are instituted by God. The civil magistrate is a
minister, that is, a special servant, of God. He “bears the sword,” meaning
he is allowed to use lethal force to enforce God’s law by punishing
evildoers according to the punishments set forth in the Holy Bible.
Speaking broadly, the job of the civil magistrate is to praise the righteous
and punish evildoers. The Holy Bible defines those things which are
punishable by the civil magistrate. The civil magistrate is a worker who
deserves his wages and necessary expenses. These come from taxes.
When one person harms another, the one causing the harm is obligated
to make it right, generally by restitution. When a person fails in this duty,
he is guilty of an evil deed, and the civil magistrate may become involved.
Civil authorities may also become involved to settle cases where the
victim demands unreasonable restitution. Not all sins are crimes and not
all crimes need involve civil authorities if the victim and perpetrator
come to terms. Some crimes are against God; the civil government is
required to punish these as well.
Important Examples and Details
Collectivism, in various forms, seems to be the dominant false
philosophy in the world today. Collectivism is evil by its very nature
because it violates God-given human rights. Collectivism, especially in the
form of Communism has caused massive human suffering and misery.
Communists are the largest driving force behind collectivist thinking,
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laws and influence, though Communists generally hide their Communist
affiliations when not overtly in power. Communists have tricked many
“useful idiots” into doing their work for them. Because collectivism
always implies government force it is especially dangerous.
Issues of environmental stewardship have been a major tool for
collectivists to extend their power. They have been successful in this to a
large degree due to general ignorance of God’s Word. Environmental
stewardship is important to human rights. Moreover, the Holy Bible
refutes the common assumption that collectivist solutions are necessary
to protect the environment. In His Holy Bible, God has given us
completely adequate principles of environmental stewardship and legal
protection of the environment while preserving human rights. Most
certainly, God does not require collectivism of us to protect the
environment. The plant and animal Garden of Eden, mankind’s first
home, is our model for environmental stewardship.
The protection of human rights demands a fight against all violations of
human rights, including those caused by collectivism. Much of the
responsibility for this falls upon each individual to respect and honor the
God-given rights of others. In some cases this will necessarily entail a
refusal to participate in violations of human rights even if these
violations are built into the social order. It is in the very nature of
collectivism to violate people’s rights, including property rights. A
common manifestation of this is to steal from one person and give to
another. We must all exercise care to avoid receiving stolen property so
far as lies in our power and according to our knowledge.
We must also work to reform political systems which violate human
rights but with due consideration of existing constitutions and do so in a
peaceful and orderly manner. However, we must also recognize that the
ultimate war is not against particular manifestations of evil systems such
as collectivism but against human sin. Only God can change people’s
hearts. Charity towards others involves both concern for their well-being
here on earth and also for their well-being in eternity.
America’s Greatest Danger
Most people would agree that America is in trouble. This agreement
covers pretty much the full range of the political spectrum. We thus
should consider why things are in a mess and where things might go
from here.
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It is crucial to realize that what is wrong with America is not merely a
matter of whether certain people do right or wrong. What has changed
for the worse is the internal character and moral fiber of the American
people. There have been criminals since Cain killed Abel. Yet, consider
that in 1960 and even later, guns and dynamite were freely for sale at
hardware and farm stores with no paperwork or questions. It was no
more difficult to buy guns or dynamite than a screwdriver. Nobody
batted an eye at that gun in the pickup parked in a school parking lot. If a
boy brought a gun to school, the principal was only concerned that it not
be loaded, and he had some valid reason to do so (e.g., rifle club or
historical interest). Small children routinely walked miles to and from
school without fear on their part or their parent’s. An older child’s
parents would have no concern as he or she bicycled tens of miles away
from home. What has changed? Certainly, the “nanny state” is part of the
problem. But it cannot be denied that there is much more fear of bad
people doing bad things, things regularly appearing in the news; it is
clear that America is not what it once was.
There are two basic approaches to America’s problems. The first is
illustrated by a poster from decades ago. It was a cartoon drawing of a
mouse, standing bolt upright and proud, middle finger extended high in
stiff salute, and a hawk about to grab the mouse, talons inches away. The
caption: “The Last Act of Defiance.” Now certainly, there is a place, even a
godly place, for defiant determination, such as at the Alamo 148.
Unfortunately, America is defying God. Recall the plagues on Egypt in the
book of Exodus. Pharaoh defied God. The result?
Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How long will this man be a
snare to us? Let the men go, that they may serve the Lord
their God. Do you not realize that Egypt is destroyed?
(Exodus 10:7 NASB)
God has given us both natural laws and moral laws. God’s natural laws
serve His moral laws. Both serve His redemptive purposes. Both natural
laws and moral laws function reliably; this is how King Jesus operates the
universe. Just as surely as gravity draws a dropped steel bar to your foot
with painful consequences, so God’s moral laws also work in the same
cause-and-effect manner.
When we violate someone’s human rights, there is hurt and pain to our
victim. Since we do this to one another, we are all causing hurt and pain
and experiencing hurt and pain. But in addition, God’s wrath falls upon
us to warn, correct and judge us. It is for this reason that the ills of
America are not only self-inflicted but are also due to the wrath of God
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because we have violated His moral law. The ills are thus not only ills, but
judgments of God upon us. This is cause and effect.
One way we can respond, the way we have been responding to God’s
wrath, is to tough it out like Pharaoh or the finger-saluting mouse. Due to
American ingenuity and culture, we have actually been somewhat
successful at toughing it out. We have become inured and hardened
against God and increasing evil. We must not make the mistake of
thinking that God’s wrath (if it ever comes) will correct us and then we
can repent but have our fun in the meantime. Rather, the wrath of God is
already upon us, and He has even used our own hands against us much
of the time. Is not the fact that taxes consume over a third of GDP an
example?
There are those who have looked at various spectacular disasters that
have come upon us and blamed them on the judgment of God for
particular sins. They have come under much criticism for doing so. Most
of the criticism has been misdirected. It is true that we cannot know
God’s motive for some event. But it is also true that we richly deserve
God’s wrath and that the event in question is still less than what we
deserve. It is also true that we lack knowledge of what sin would be to
blame. But, the error here is not in denouncing a particular sin, but in
failing to denounce all of our sins.
Rather, the right way for us to respond is to understand that God’s wrath
is real and that if we continue on our present course, we will reach a time
when God’s patience will be exhausted. We therefore urgently need to
repent and believe in Jesus Christ and obey Him.
He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does
not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God
abides on him. (John 3:36)
But the Lord is the true God; He is the living God and the
everlasting King. At His wrath the earth quakes, And the
nations cannot endure His indignation. (Jeremiah 10:10)
Neither can America.
Not a Drag Race
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your might. (Deuteronomy 6:5)
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Let us reflect on this verse for a bit. There is something uniquely
American149 about drag racing. In a drag race, the cars go only one
quarter mile. There is very great speed, power, sound, fury and flame, but
the race is over in less than five seconds. 150 This is not God’s model for
our lives. As of this writing, collectivists are patiently and steadily
exerting enormous pressure and are succeeding in taking away many
traditional American freedoms. It could be the case that God will be
merciful to us, and we may well win back some of our freedoms. If the
typical historical pattern holds, we will then relax and go back to
business as usual. This was also the pattern of Israel during the times
recorded in Judges through Chronicles. So this problem is not unique to
America.
If God should be pleased to deliver us from our rapid slide into tyranny,
will we just thank Him and shut the door the way we do with a parcel
delivery man? God forbid! When God delivers a people, He does it to
show us His kindness and mercy in Christ. You can think of it as the free
sample bite of food at the supermarket which shows you what is
available. That free bite will not sustain you. You need the full meal to
sustain your life.
Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one
sows, that will he also reap. (Galatians 6:7)
God’s revealed will for America and indeed, all nations is to enjoy the
blessings of liberty. But God does not give us a smorgasbord. God
demands that we worship and serve Him with our whole beings and lives.
The call of the Cross of Jesus Christ is complete and comprehensive. God
demands nothing less than full and complete submission to Him by each
individual, each family, each congregation, each body politic, and each
nation.
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me,
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
(Matthew 11:28-30)
To serve Jesus Christ from the heart is the greatest freedom of all. When
we travel on God’s road of good works laid down before the foundation
of the world with a willing heart eager to serve Jesus, we are the most
free of all. God’s road is freedom, the ditches and utility poles off God’s
road are injury, death and Hell.
In every way, Jesus Christ is the Rock of American Freedom.
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Appendix – Global Warming and Climate Change
As of this writing, political events are ongoing, so some specific
references will be dated. Nonetheless, this issue will be controversial for
some time to come. It is an excellent example of how collectivists are
using environmental issues to impose Communist ideas on America.
Satan is patient; even if the legislation described below is defeated, it will
likely arise again. Citizens of all countries who value their freedom will
do well to be ever vigilant.
On June 26, 2009, the American House of Representatives passed the
quite slyly named, “American Clean Energy And Security Act of 2009”
(H.R. 2454), popularly known as the “Climate Change Bill.” It is over 1000
pages; any law this big cannot possibly be good for individual liberty. Its
objective is to force a 17% CO 2 (carbon dioxide, in “global warming
speak,” often just “carbon”) emission reduction by 2020 and 83% by
2050. The bill would create a massive bureaucracy and huge tax increases
to enforce these limits. Language in the bill implies that the bureaucratic
intrusiveness could, depending upon implementation, extend to the point
of mandatory “energy inspections” of all of our private homes, energy
rationing, and transportation restrictions. “Smart” electrical grids are
proposed which will allow central big-brother authorities to control
individual appliances and the thermostat in your home. “Smart”
electricity meters will send information back to central computers that
will allow big brother to know how you live, when you are home and
other intimate details of your lifestyle.
“Studies” coming out of Washington, D.C. pretend that the impact of this
on everyday life in America will be minimal. For example, a welfare
scheme would compensate the poor for increased home energy costs.
The assumption is also made that “green” energy sources will largely
replace “bad” CO2 emitting sources. Both of these claims, and others, are
blatantly dishonest.
The proposed schedule (2020 and 2050) is unreasonably rapid, both with
respect to technological progress, and compared with normal utility,
industrial and consumer equipment replacement cycles which would
deploy new technology. Further, each additional constraint placed upon a
product’s design specifications raises costs. The result is that everything
will cost a lot more to manufacture. You will pay for this with higher
prices. Further, absent some yet-to-be-discovered technology, it is not
possible for wind and solar power, which do not work all of the time, to
replace continuously operating coal-fired power plants. In fact,
conventional coal-fired power plants must often run at idle 151 to pick up
the load when the wind dies down.
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“Carbon Sequestration,” a scheme where CO 2 is removed from power
plant smokestacks and pumped underground is expensive and unproven.
Further, there is no guarantee that it will not later break loose all at once.
That would be a disaster due to its suddenness. In fact, similar natural
events have killed off whole villages in the past by asphyxiation.
For the average consumer, most energy use is quite hidden, consisting of
far more than merely utility bills and gasoline. All products require
energy to manufacture and transport to the consumer. It is difficult to
predict the total impact of living with only 100% - 83% = 17% of the
energy available now. Yet, suppose (a pipe dream) that the combination
of “renewable” energy and increased efficiency effectively raises that
number to 34%. The net effect will still be that all of us will have to live
with only about a third of what we have now. This includes food,
clothing, transportation, housing, home heating, etc. This is a critical
point. Everything you buy takes energy to make and transport. If there is
only one third of the energy available, then there will be sufficient energy
to make only one third of goods and services now made. There will be
some things that simply cannot be made or transported. Rationing energy
means rationing goods and services.
Needless to say, America’s industry would be destroyed, especially as
other countries, pleading poverty, have no intention of doing likewise.
The impact on America cannot be overstated. The attractiveness of the
intrusive bureaucracy to collectivists is obvious. The potential
destruction of America’s industrial might (still the greatest) is also
attractive to many foreign powers for both economic and military
reasons. The effects of foreign agents of influence in this debate must
not be overlooked.
The worse part is that this noxious legislation does not serve any useful
purpose whatsoever. First, the issue is not whether the earth is presently
getting warmer or cooler. Far less is it useful to debate the matter on the
basis of local, regional or short-term temperature variations. There are
short, medium and long-term natural climate cycles fueled by solar and
other cycles that God built into creation. In recorded history, Greenland
was once green152, for example. Evidence clearly indicates that the earth
has been both substantially cooler and substantially warmer than the
present time. In fact, the present time seems to be approximately in the
middle.
Also, the issue is not whether there is a “greenhouse effect” and whether
CO2 and other gasses such as methane, and primarily water vapor
participate in this effect. These are established scientific facts; the earth
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would be uninhabitable without the greenhouse effect. Likewise, it is well
established that mean atmospheric CO 2 levels have increased in recent
years, and that human activity has contributed to that increase.
Rather, the heart of the debate is twofold. First, will human-caused CO 2
emissions destroy earth’s ecology or bring about some type of doomsday
scenario? Secondly, barring big disasters, will human-generated CO 2
emissions substantially damage earth’s ecology?
And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord
said in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because
of man, for the intention of man’s heart is evil from his
youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living
creature as I have done. While the earth remains, seedtime
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and
night, shall not cease.” (Genesis 8:21-22)
The promise of faithful and Almighty God quickly dismisses the first
question. There will be seedtime and harvest till the Second Coming. The
chapters on Creation and Environmental Stewardship provide critical
background with which to address and quickly dismiss the second
question.
Recall that in the prevailing Big-Bang / Darwinist view, the earth and
mankind are cosmic accidents. Since we are here by pure accident, our
staying here will be by accident as well. If the ecology continues to work,
it will continue to work only by accident as well. If things look unstable, it
might be necessary for us to intervene to save the earth. All of the fancy
computer models reflect these false assumptions. Garbage In – Garbage
Out.
On the contrary, God made a robust ecology and continues to run the
universe in minute detail for His own glory. God did not make a fragile
earth ready to break at the slightest misstep, the way some computers
behave. Since it is God who put coal, oil and other natural resources into
the earth for our use, we may be assured that God also constructed the
earth to accommodate their wise use. In fact, human-produced CO 2 only
contributes about 0.01% of the total greenhouse effect. This assurance
comes from God’s character; He is perfectly wise, faithful, skilled,
purposeful, powerful, loving, merciful, holy and knows all things
perfectly and completely.
To the Darwinist, the ecology is an accidentally fallen, shifting log across
the stream. To the believer in Jesus Christ, through whom the world was
made, the ecology is a well-designed steel and concrete bridge.
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1

If you look at the Holy Bible as a whole, it is difficult to escape the conclusion that God is addressing His people. In many
cases, God addresses specific groups as, for example, when He used the Apostle Paul to write to the Ephesians or Romans.
At the same time, the style and content is such that God clearly is also appealing to those who are not His people to come to
Him and to be His people and He will be their God.
2
Eccl 12:12 – All quotations are from the English Standard Version of the Bible unless otherwise indicated. NKJV = New
King James Version, NASB = New American Standard Bible, 1995 Edition.
3
Special relativity and quantum theory do not negate this truth. Both of these theories actually have simple equations
precisely defining the limits of what can be known. Both theories are used in the everyday world and work reliably. For
example, even much consumer electronics uses solid-state devices operating on quantum mechanical principles. In neither
case, are the natural laws involved even slightly a function of human opinion about them; their relativity and uncertainty are
precise natural laws.
4
By “meaning” here, is meant all information that the author intended to communicate and nothing else; as in English,
double meanings and purposeful ambiguities appear in both the Greek and the Hebrew.
5
A good book is Louis Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation.
6
It is certainly granted that there are other religions. However, all other religions fail at one of two points. In most cases,
such as Hinduism, the “creation myth” or other teachings of the religion are easily disproved by current direct scientific
observation. The earth does not rest upon the backs of elephants as taught by the Hindu scriptures. A “divine” witness found
false in any point is discredited in all points. The other point of failure is where entire religions were delivered through the
agency of a single individual such as Mohammed or Joseph Smith. In neither biblical law, nor common sense, is a single
witness with extraordinary claims worth consideration without sufficient authenticating evidence. By contrast, the Holy
Bible was delivered by multiple individuals and God Himself over many centuries, all of it internally consistent and
authenticated with many signs and wonders, including the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Admittedly also,
Darwinism is not worth consideration on its supposed merits but only due to its deeply entrenched prevalence.
7
If you want to be precise and super technical, we know that the earth is slowly slowing down. It is possible also that the
mass distribution of the earth changed during the flood, changing the earth’s rotational moment of inertia. So the length of
days may have changed a little since Creation (like a spinning ice skater changing her spin speed by moving her limbs). But
this is a tiny change compared to the idea of thousands, much less billions of years per “day”.
8
It is arguable that even a hypothesis must also be testable, but it is common for hypotheses to be formed well before
anyone has any idea how to test them. In the case of Big-Bang cosmology and Darwinism, since these obviously will never
be falsifiable, they fail to attain to even the status of hypotheses; to label them a hypothesis is to be quite generous.
9
Because of the sparseness of the account God gave us, even Creation Science is faced with large difficulties. Any attempt
to discover a falsifiable theory of Creation – how God did what He did, is also likely to yield limited results. The chief
difficulty is that showing how something could have happened is not at all the same as showing how something did happen.
This is especially true in the face of known discontinuities. The largest such discontinuity is, of course, creation itself. It
cannot be known how much even physical “constants,” such as the speed of light, might have changed as the universe, so to
speak, “cooled off” from the stupendous forces of creation. There are also other events recorded in the Holy Bible that
introduced discontinuities in the natural order in unknown ways. After Adam fell, God pronounced a curse on the ground
and on all mankind. Exactly what changed on the earth? The effects are listed: sweat, toil, death, thorns and thistles, pain in
childbirth, broken relationships. But God does not explain the physics or chemistry involved. It is even very possible that
physical laws or the values of physical constants changed. The devastation caused today by water, whether overflowing
rivers or hurricanes illustrates the impact of the global flood of Noah on the earth. Scripture explicitly tells us that before the
flood, there was no rain. After the flood, there was rain and rainbows. Again, God does not say exactly what changed. There
is one more danger that must be mentioned. Many people have tried to explain or reconcile such accounts as the flood of
Noah with respect to observations of the present world. There is a tendency to de-emphasize the supernatural in such
analyses. This is a tendency that must be resisted. God is always intimately part of the picture, for God is the one doing
things, both natural and supernatural.
10
That is, the Sun and all other planets revolve around the earth.
11
Whatever else may be wrong with present day astronomical models, the assumption that light from far-away stars traveled
for eons is dependent on the assumption that the universe has always operated under the same physical laws. Also, God
“stretched out” the universe (Is 42:5). Thus assumptions regarding red-shift and travel time of light are not necessarily valid.
It is not possible to know what other false assumptions are being made as well; there is simply not enough data to show in
detail why present models are wrong. But, during creation, God was there. We were not. The Genesis data must thus be
accepted and any valid model must conform to Genesis.
12
http://www.answersingenesis.org/get-answers/topic/probabilities
13
http://www.answersingenesis.org/
14
To reject Darwinism does not mean rejection of such things as the existence of genetic mutations and natural and artificial
selection, or even the adaptability of populations of creatures or plants, on a limited basis, to changes in the environment.
God did not create a brittle universe that would break at the first small change like some software companies’ products. This

is the reason God gave life adaptability. To reject Big Bang cosmology does not mean rejection of, for example, Relativity
or Einstein’s work on gravitation. Neither must scientific observations, honestly done, be treated with suspicion just because
the data typically will be interpreted under the hypothesis of creation-by-chance. All truth is God’s truth. Knowledge of
God’s creation brings glory to God and shows His skill and handiwork.
15
David McKay, The Bond of Love. It is worth noting that the present author disagrees with McKay on certain statements
McKay makes at the end of his Chapter 8. Part of the reason for this may well be that the present author takes a somewhat
different approach to Old Testament Civil Law than the authors cited by McKay. Apart from this deficiency, this is a quite
excellent book.
16
Sinclair B. Ferguson, The Christian Life. This is a shorter work than McKay's and assumes some basic knowledge of
Christianity.
17
R. C. Sproul, Essential Truths of the Christian Faith. This work is best suited to looking up specific topics, though, unlike
an encyclopedia, it is not alphabetized. Each topic is briefly covered. It could be a useful reference for one new in the Faith.
18
This awful heritage is neither genetically nor biologically transferred; it is a spiritual heritage, but no less real for that.
19
http://www.cato.org/pubs/pas/pa-298.html
20
Adam’s sin.
21
Mediate, “to bring together in harmony” has a more complete meaning in this context. In human life, a mediator may well
resolve a dispute and end a court case or other dispute. But it is not uncommon for the opposing parties to still hate one
another. The mediation of Jesus Christ is complete, resulting in love and affection, not bare resolution of a conflict.
22
To observant Jews and Christians, the Torah (capitalized) is the first five books of the Holy Bible, written by Moses. But
God’s torah to us is the entire Holy Bible.
23
This is not Casuistry. Casuistry is considered by some to be the basis of English Common Law. This method of moral
reasoning rejects the use of moral principles, most especially an absolute standard such as the Holy Bible. It rather seeks to
find agreement on “obvious cases,” then move to specific, analogous cases. In great contrast, God uses examples to teach
absolute standards in a way that speaks to the heart as well as the mind.
24
http://www.reformed.org/documents/larger1.html
25
http://www.reformed.org/documents/larger2.html
26
Since Moses wrote Genesis through Deuteronomy, recounting earlier instances where prophets proclaimed God’s Word in
less detail than at Sinai would have been redundant.
27
Job is variously dated, but internal evidence suggests it portrays events prior to Moses’ time.
28
This is proven in the laboratory. Cesium (“atomic”) clocks and hydrogen masers run at measurably different rates while
on a jet aircraft than on the ground. Such clocks also need calibration due to local variations in the earth’s gravity.
29
We must see the fulfillment of the ceremonial laws not as negation, but as completion and fulfillment by Jesus Christ.
30
Kenneth Scott LaTourette, A history of Christianity, v2, p724.
31
John Calvin, Commentaries, John 8
32
Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible, Leviticus 20:10-21
33
This distinction should not be overstated. Both Christians and Non-Christians were heavily influenced by both the Holy
Bible and Natural Law Theory.
34
http://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/charter/1.html#anchorbo-ga:l_I-gb:s_1
35
http://www.robgagnon.net/HomosexualAgenda.htm
36
William Symington, Messiah the Prince.
37
The devil’s authority is essentially like that of the boss of a criminal gang or the “president” of a street gang. He has real
and genuine power over his followers. He can even punish his followers. But his authority is utterly illegitimate and
confined only to those who choose to submit to him.
38
In the biblical context, the master-slave relationship was not a blood relationship, but was nonetheless treated as a family
relationship. This is in great contrast to the more usual employer-employee relationship which has more of the vendorcustomer relationship than the master-slave relationship. Current trends in employee-employer relations are tending ever
more strongly in this direction as well.
39
Although membership in a particular congregation may be voluntary, God commands all people to repent and believe.
God commands believers to assemble together for worship, fellowship, sacraments and discipleship. Hence, the Church is
not a voluntary organization at the most basic level.
40
This was the case in Jesus’ time (Matthew 7:12-14) and is true in our time as well. But King Jesus is building His Church,
and we pray “Your kingdom come,” that this will one day not be true.
41
WASP: White Anglo-Saxon Protestant
42
The term, “natural law” is often used to mean the laws of physics, chemistry, mathematics, etc. However, there is another
usage very common in philosophy and theology where it refers to just this thing Paul is discussing. Natural law, in this
context, is the law of God written on everyone’s heart which manifests itself in the conscience. Unfortunately, the
conscience is unreliable by itself. Yet, as part of Satan’s trickery to move men away from the Holy Bible, there have been
from time to time movements or, more accurately, fads, where scholars try to harmonize the teachings of the Holy Bible

with what can be learned from conscience, nature and reason. Such movements always have ended in paganism, atheism
and rejection of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
43
While we ideally should no longer feel guilt, we may well experience lingering remorse, shame and pain. God often
allows these as part of the “discipline of sons” to teach us and drive home the lesson so that we may sin no more.
44
Suppose that you are in the kitchen and accidentally drop and step on a tin measuring cup and flatten it a good bit. It says,
“1 cup.” Is it? To make your recipe come out right, first you must straighten out the cup. There are times when we need to
straighten out our consciences with God’s Word. So now, you have straightened out your cup, but it is still a little bent. Is it
good now? To find out, you can calibrate it. Calibration is the process of testing the accuracy of a measuring device against
a known standard and adjusting it so it is correct. So perhaps you put two “1/2 cup” loads of something in your bent cup.
You fiddle until you either have an accurate “1 cup” or maybe you give up, find that is 1/8 cup short and write on it “7/8
cup.” In the same way, our consciences must be calibrated against God’s Word by comparing how we think and feel with
how God commands us. Since our consciences are always getting bumped and banged around by life, our sin and the
culture around us, we need to keep this calibration process going all the time. But God is gracious; the process is not hard;
we calibrate our consciences by continually reading, studying and hearing sound preaching of God’s Holy Bible.
45
It has always been that way. For a polygamist who comes to Christ, God does regulate polygamy and commands him to
love all of his wives and their children equally. Divorce is not necessary; rather, God hates divorce.
46
This does not imply that marriage is the only case where a parent's authority over an adult offspring terminates.
47
In that culture, “betrothed” meant a marriage arrangement had been made. The marriage was yet to be consummated. This
is a much stronger situation than the modern American “engagement.” In fact, it was so strong that an actual divorce was
required to terminate the “engagement.”
48
There is one point we should address. “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the
Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your
heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, (21) submitting to
one another out of reverence for Christ.” (Ephesians 5:18-21) Ephesians chapters 4, 5 and 6 are largely about human
relationships. Verse 21 above is used by some feminists to negate the verses following which require the wife to submit to
her husband. Such logic is worthy of Satan’s own personal attorney. In the Holy Bible, as in literature generally, the specific
overrides the general. Otherwise, the Holy Bible would start to read like the Internal Revenue Code. If this demonic logic
were valid, then the cop responding to a bank robbery could legally be tossed in jail by the robber, and the town drunk could
veto an act of Congress. (Actually, that might not be a bad idea!)
49
American military term: Absent WithOut Leave.
50
At the present time, the United States military is in 2 countries, trying to win “hearts and minds” without success.
51
Mancur Olson, Power and Prosperity. Given the difficulties of separating fact from legend in the early history of any
people, the extent to which this has happened is difficult to ascertain. Doubtless also, the manner has varied from time to
time and place to place.
52
Kenneth Scott LaTourette, A History of the Expansion of Christianity, vol. 2 ch. II on Viking invasions and settlements in
Europe.
53
There are actually a few exceptions to this. There are hairless breeds and a few with odd shaped ears.
54
The matter of “civil” versus “criminal” does raise another point. In America, there is much injustice due to the fact that
governments arbitrarily define certain offenses as “civil,” thus bypassing constitutionally guaranteed rights of criminal
defendants. The Holy Bible does not support such injustice.
55
“Stripe” is each mark on the criminal. Hence, if a cat o’ nine tails is used, the limit must be 40 / 9 = 4 blows.
56
See the book of Ecclesiastes.
57
"No b*****d ever won a war by dying for his country. He won it by making the other poor dumb b*****d die for his
country." Although this appeared in the movie about General Patton, and is supposed to have come from his speech to the
Third Army prior to the Normandy Beach invasion, the exact content of that speech is in doubt. It is highly probable that
General Patton did say something similar at some time or another. Additionally, he is reported to have said, “Moral courage
is the most valuable and usually the most absent characteristic in men.”
58
This is not true of the American Constitution. The Founding Fathers, in their writings, unequivocally supported the right
to secede.
59
Steganography is the art of hiding messages. Such messages can be either encrypted or plaintext. For one example of
steganography, take some of the text in a word processor document and change its color to white (assuming your
background is white). If you send the document, only a reader who knows to highlight the text to make it appear, will be
able to read it. To an ordinary reader, the message is hidden. This is not “good” steganography, but it is a simple example.
60
This is an extremely simplified scenario. In this case, the father's tort against his son is a form of manstealing by depriving
his son of a basic human right. It is the manstealing that brings this under civil jurisdiction.
61
Tithing did not start with Moses; Abraham tithed, for example. Hence, tithing is an obligation that continues today for it
did not originate with the Levitical priesthood, but merely assumed particular forms suitable to the nation-church-state of
Israel for a time.

62

Historically, Isaiah 49:23 has been used by 16th – 21st century defenders of state tax support of an established church.
However this violates the basic principle of comparing Scripture to Scripture. This verse is in symbolic language, and stands
alone without other parallel Scripture support for tax support of churches.
63
The debate over whether to disestablish a church is the origin of that famous longest English word,
“antidisestablishmentarianism.”
64
Yes, stopping the earth’s rotation from a surface velocity of a thousand miles an hour to zero would cause all manner of
interesting problems. Everything would be flying through the air at supersonic speed. This miracle was no mere literary
allusion; God did cause the sun to stand still with no ill effects. He is not called God Almighty for nothing. This is not to
imply that God did not use optical means or another method. Miracles, by definition, do not follow natural law.
65
Those hanged may have fought with Saul in battles against the Gibeonites, but this is not at all certain.
66
This refers to highly organized political groups in American cities, consisting of local officials who remain in power,
partly by unsavory means.
67
An example: People were to walk quickly to the synagogue, but return walking slowly.
68
Special wisdom is needed in some areas. Some industrial processes, such as batch fermentation run longer than a week.
And some things simply cannot be shut down quickly. What do you do if you have a furnace with glass process piping that
takes a week to heat up or cool? Other processes are most dangerous at startup or shutdown and so should run continuously.
The Sabbath should not prevent us from doing that which is beneficial. Yet we must exercise care to not use profit as an
excuse. We must exercise care to keep the Sabbath free of labor to the extent possible. Also, while humans and animals must
rest, there is no such need for fully automatic machines to rest. They do not experience tiredness and have no spiritual
needs. The needs of travelers present another difficult area. If you run a hotel, your guests need a roof over their head on the
Sabbath as well as the other six days. They also need to eat. But they also do not necessarily need room or maid service or
fancy meals either. Wisdom from God is necessary.
69
http://www.adventist.org/beliefs/fundamental/index.html
70
There is another synchronization problem as well. It seems reasonable that sometime in this millennium that significant
numbers of people will be living on planets other than Earth. Mars, for example has a 24h, 40m day. God put special sensors
in human eyes that have nothing to do with vision, but which sense sunlight to establish the circadian rhythm; even a few
blind people who cannot see light can keep a circadian rhythm. Christian Martians will want to keep the Sabbath by the Sun
(Genesis 1:14). Obviously, the earthly Saturday/Sunday debate will be meaningless to them, having been disconnected from
any earthly calendar. To some readers, this will sound like science fiction, but so once did walking on the Moon.
71
Ignatius (d. 107 A.D.), Epistle to the Magnesians, ch. 9.
72
Tertullian (d. 225 A.D.), On Idolatry, ch. 14.
73
Origin (b. 230 A.D.), Against Celsus, Book 8, ch. 22.
74
Ignatius, Epistle to the Philippians, ch. 8.
75
Near-Eastern open air market consisting primarily of small vendors.
76
These laws effectively require all contractors bidding on public works projects to pay union wages.
77
http://people.ucsc.edu/~rfairlie/papers/published/aer%201997%20-%20RacialUnemp.pdf
78
If this is done, “Right to Work” (laws in some States that prohibit compulsory union membership) should also be repealed
as Right to Work laws are a “band-aid” that would no longer be needed.
79
http://www.euthanasia.com/
80
The Scripture links the concept of the Avenger of Blood with the cities of refuge. The context is also frequently of cases
where the murderer is fleeing the scene of the crime. This must not be taken to be the only circumstances possible. The
murderer who does not flee, but stands before the bar of justice is entitled to due process of law, terminating in a writ of
execution if there is a guilty verdict or release if acquitted. The suspect who flees from justice is in contempt of court and
deserves death on that basis alone. This is why the avenger of blood is commanded to pursue and slay the murder. Since
there are no longer Cities of Refuge, it is wholly appropriate to obey civil laws regarding citizen's arrest and custody of
suspects while awaiting the arrival of law enforcement officials. Also, the Avenger of Blood must not proceed until the
witnesses against the accused have first acted against the condemned. (Deuteronomy 17:6-7)
81
http://www.thecrimson.com/article.aspx?ref=235784
82
American term for the southern States, especially those most southern.
83
While one may voluntarily enter servitude, once the “deal is made” the servitude becomes mandatory.
84
Modern Israel has little to do with the ancient nation-church-state of Israel. This is true in spite of many modern false
teachings to the contrary. In 70 A.D., God terminated ancient Israel once and for all. In Romans, God promised to bring
back the now apostate Jews to Jesus Christ. But it is to the Christian church, Christ's Body, that such Jews will come, not
any political entity.
85
An attacker sexually assaulting a woman is already exposing himself; he has no valid right to respect of his modesty.
86
http://www.financialsense.com/editorials/lee/2009/0501.html
87
The Federal Reserve is neither Federal – it is privately owned, nor a Reserve – it deals only in debt.
88
I suggest Gary North, Honest Money for a short, yet comprehensive, readable book. It is free on the web.
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http://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/h6/hist/h6hist1.pdf - using M2
http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/data/CPIAUCSL.txt
91
The Law of Supply and Demand, like all laws of economics are not divinely given laws such as we find in the Holy Bible.
Nor are they laws of physics or any other kind of natural law that governs the universe. Rather, economic laws are basically
laws of averages based upon typical human behavior.
92
There is a link between monetary inflation or deflation and failed loans. One way the government creates money is by
giving it out to banks to loan and setting their reserve ratio – how much of the money in deposits that they can loan out. As
banks loan out money, it is typically spent and re-deposited in various banks. So there is a multiplier effect here. Money is
thus created. So when a big bank goes belly up, this money that was created can be destroyed. This whole system is called
fractional reserve banking and it is dishonest and only commercially feasible if the bank is in cahoots with the government.
This does not mean that there are not ways for savers and borrowers to come together, neither does it mean that banks
cannot provide this service of mediating between savers and borrowers. This is a useful and needed service that also helps
spread risk. If banks provided this service honestly, it would simply mean that the saver accepts risk exactly as in a mutual
fund. There is just no honest way to have a return on investment at zero risk which is what banks pretend. Banks can, and do
provide safe keeping in the form of safe deposit boxes with a modest annual cost. With insurance, this can be practically
zero risk, but this safekeeping obviously has a cost, not a return. This is the model for honest banking with a gold or other
metals-based honest money system. You can have practically zero risk with fees for safekeeping, or a return on your deposit
at some risk. In this system, there is no risk of bank runs or failed banks unless the bank is fraudulent. For example, if
everybody wants their money back at once (a “run”), the bank just sells loans and the depositors get their fair market value
back, not necessarily their full original principal. There is thus no motivation for a bank run.
93
These numbers are in “new money,” not original value. This can get tricky because our measure (dollars) is a constantly
stretching yardstick.
94
If nobody borrowed, how would one save? People can save by investing in equities (stocks) and other ownership
instruments in companies. This is merely a theoretical question since there seems no end of people or businesses who desire
to live beyond their means.
95
It is worth noting that the entire world gold stock (jewelry, bullion, electronic parts, everything) is about $4.2 trillion. The
world domestic product is around $41 trillion. A return to a strict gold standard would be difficult without using other
commodities. But we do have computers to help manage complexity and we do have other commodities that represent a
genuine store of value, at least for a short term. The important thing is to begin a return to honest money by abolishing legal
tender laws, allowing private firms to coin gold, silver, platinum, etc. In absence of abolishing legal tender laws, simply
obeying the US Constitution would help. Article 1, Section 10 allows states to coin gold or silver and make them legal
tender. It is a usurpation by the Federal government to remove this power from the states. It is also unconstitutional. Article
1, Section 7 allows Congress to coin money and regulate its value. In the historical context, this means coins must be money
in the historic definition – they must have intrinsic value. Making the metal into a coin is just a means of knowing the
weight of the metal therein by looking at it. There is no constitutional warrant for making paper money, much less unbacked
paper money, legal tender. Also, if a government regulates the relative values of coins of different metals, the values always
drift from market rates after a time. Hence the more valuable metal coins are kept and the lesser value coins remain in
circulation. Again, we must remember that coins, by historic definition are defined units of money which are portable,
durable, divisible and have intrinsic worth. The slugs we use now are basically nothing but hard paper money. Just because
the Constitution permits legal tender laws does not mean we must have them.
96
Its main form is Keynesian Economics, but there are variants.
97
http://www.transport-links.org/transport_links/filearea/documentstore/322_Swedish%20Private%20Roads
%20Associations.pdf
98
http://online.barrons.com/article/SB124183159872002803.html
99
For example, many cities generated electricity for streetcars, selling excess for lighting. Full blown electrical utility
operations resulted as demand for electricity grew.
100
http://www.auburn.edu/~johnspm/gloss/natural_monopoly
101
In densely populated areas, major electrical lines can, in fact, be buried. However, over long distances, it is presently
infeasible to bury electrical lines due to capacitive losses in high voltage cables. That is why those big ugly towers or poles
are still necessary.
102
Also, as anyone who has paid overdraft fees to a bank knows, private companies can easily enforce traffic rules.
Legislation should provide for uniform standards for such rules.
103
It may appear to some that I have opened a slight loophole in the civil magistrate’s job description in allowing legislative
oversight of associations or co-ops overseeing roads and other utilities (if monopolies). However, it is the right to freedom
of travel that we have already established from the Holy Bible that actually does this. The legislature’s job is not to tell
either utilities, the associations or their customers what to do, much less run them. Rather their job is to ensure that the
relationship is just and fair. Justice is very much within the civil government’s job description. We are simply obeying all of
God’s commands.
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104

A reference to a children's taunt to exposed liars, “Liar, Liar, pants on fire!” The origin is obscure, but possibly from a
Robert Blake poem.
105
Variants of this joke are common. The originator is unknown.
106
There is an important distinction here: The customer, after getting all of the details, may decide he does not want the
product for any of a number of reasons, now that he has all the information. For example, the product may not exactly fit his
needs. That is OK, so long as the reason is not that the fine print shows the main body to be misleading.
107
Nicolo Machiavelli, The Prince, ch 18.
108
However, outright enticement to worship false gods is actionable. It is perhaps arguable that tempting another to sin
would be a lesser offense under this head. The difficulty is that this area is so subjective that it seems practically
unenforceable except in the case of enticement to serve false gods. See Deuteronomy 13. This matter deserves further study.
109
Note that there is a common idea that businesses have a lot of money. This is true in that they have a lot of income. But
they also have a lot of expenses. A supermarket, for example, may make a penny on a can of green beans. Gasoline is
typically sold at a loss. This is why gas stations sell overpriced coffee, donuts and munchies – it is the only way they can
stay in business. Typical business profit margins are about what one might get investing in financial markets. Many do not
do that well. A few do very well and most of these quickly attract competitors. There are a few wildly profitable businesses,
but they are in the minority. For every highly paid financial executive, there are thousands more making ordinary wages.
110
American Heritage Dictionary 1992
111
Ibid.
112
The simplest rule is that A is not equal to Not A. Now here, “A” is a symbol for any proposition, that is, “A” can be any
statement you care to make. This statement can be either true or false. So when we add the word “Not” we negate the
statement. For example, consider the statement, “Dogs meow.” This is a statement. It happens to be false. In this case,
“false” does not mean a lie; it may be a hypothesis, etc. “Not A” is the statement’s opposite, or “Not: Dogs meow.” or “Dogs
do not meow.” So when we say A is not equal to Not A, we are saying that a statement cannot be true and false at the same
time. Expressed mathematically, we can write “A ≠ ⌐ A” and it can be expressed physically as a teeter-totter (see-saw)
where both children cannot be up all the way in the air at the same time. This is an example of a rule of logic. This is a real
law. It works in mathematics and it works in the physical world.
113
There are other “dialectics” dating back to Aristotle, but we limit ourselves to Hegel’s version for that is the basis of
Marxism.
114
This author is cutting the dialectic down to what it really is in practical life. Hegel conceived of his dialectic in terms of
“historical” forces. The thesis “generates” its antithesis (opposite). This causes conflict. As time passes, a crisis is reached
where the thesis and antithesis negate one another and a new situation arises (the synthesis). Conflict drives progress.
Marxists have, in effect, personified “history” (it is their god, though they would deny it). “History” does not mean past, but
a kind of undefined “providence” that they substitute for God. As you can see, this description of life does have a ring of
truth to it; people do resolve conflicts or problems and thus create new solutions. However, in the real world, it is people
making decisions, not “history” that cause conflict. Ideas, whether thesis or antithesis are also a product of human thinking.
People make choices and King Jesus runs the universe, not “history.” It becomes necessary therefore for people to pick out
from “history” or life events the relevant thesis and antithesis. In effect then, people select their thesis. They also select their
antithesis and their synthesis. Since there are no logical rules involved in this process, you can pick whatever seems good to
you. As a practical matter however, Marxists have “pre-defined” some of the future without any logical reason to do so.
Supposedly, Capitalism will convert to Socialism by a dialectical process (revolution), while Socialism will supposedly
convert to Communism by gradual non-dialectical process. These assertions are defined as “truth,” with no logical basis.
The same thing happens at a smaller scale as well in everyday life. Confront a Marxist with a problem or a adverse
circumstances, and a new antithesis and synthesis will result. Hence, new arbitrary “truth” emerges as may be convenient.
Again, there is no logical basis for creating the new “truth.”
115
This very statement is in the preamble of the constitution of Communist China.
116
The evidence would seem to strongly suggest that “gay rights” advocates and Muslims are using the same strategy. The
political and social power they are achieving is otherwise inexplicable. Of course, the general refusal of the American
people to stand against evil is also a large factor.
117
Free download: http://www.schwarzreport.org/ycttable.htm, or get it from online bookstores.
118
Alekandr Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago, 3 vols.
119
Armando Valladares, Against All Hope
120
Liu Binyan, Tell the World
121
Aleksei Myaglov, Inside the KGB
122
http://www.usgovernmentspending.com
123
The mechanism of the 2008-2009 recession does not negate this truth. The collapse was in large part due to government
interference in lending markets. It was highly exacerbated by the use of fiat money and fractional reserve banking. The
money that vanished in the collapse was fiat money created out of thin air. Thin air is not a very solid foundation for
anything.
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Referred to as “moral hazard” by economists.
This law, being tied to the Promised Land, is no longer in force. Yet it is commonly observed that sabbaticals, for those
able to take them, are helpful and refreshing. A good model may well be the sabbatical common in academia – A person
does not stop working, but does something different for a time.
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http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/vault/article/magazine/MAG1153364/1/
127
Steve Corbett & Brian Fikkert, When Helping Hurts
128
Again, this is V. I. Lenin’s term for such people, not mine.
129
We must not not confuse “very good” (Genesis 1:31) with perfection; God intended mankind to work and subdue the
earth.
130
By definition, something that is “worked” and “kept” is not natural. Genesis 2:12 tells of gold and onyx, both raw
materials with which to make things. The common idea that Adam and Eve were to live almost as animals, living off the
land, is inconsistent with God's provision of metals and other raw materials in the Earth. It addition, it is difficult to see how
one might plant, prune, shape and otherwise tend a garden without tools. Obviously these would have to be made. At the
same time, recall that we can only speculate cautiously here.
131
It must not be thought that this is only a job for gardeners! Advances in medicine, labor-saving appliances, agriculture,
indeed, all useful sciences, engineering and technology can contribute to making earth less like Hell and more like Heaven.
The same is true for any service to another in the Name of Jesus. But it must never be forgotten than humankind’s greatest
needs are spiritual.
132
Of the clean animals there were seven, one to sacrifice and three breeding pairs. It is also possible to read the Hebrew as
seven pairs of the clean animals in some MSS.
133
In many areas, mosquitoes have developed resistance to DDT. It still remains useful for mosquito and other pest control
applications, particularly in combination with other measures.
134
This is a parable. Caution is needed to not read too much into a parable besides its main point.
135
Increased resistance to pesticides and antibiotics by certain organisms is an example of this.
136
http://library.findlaw.com/1999/Jan/1/241467.html
137
http://www.eforester.org/fp/documents/habitat_final.pdf
138
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/cats/social_insurance_human_services/employee_benefits_government_transfe
r_payments_social_assistance.html
139
Note that this is a very rough estimate because it does not include contractors or university employees, nor does it
exclude those doing legitimate government work. Further, it does not account for jobs which are subsidized in one way or
another. The figure does exclude those in the military since that is legitimate. It would take years to untangle everything,
assuming one could even get the information. It is still a very large percentage. It does not even include direct subsidies of
various types such as welfare.
140
Both the US Federal government and States impose a premium on your employer based upon a number of factors. (If you
are self-employed, you do not participate in this.) Generally, if you are an employee, your employer pays your State
something in the range of 1% to 10% of your wages and another 0.8% to the Federal government. If you become
unemployed, you are entitled to be paid unemployment benefits unless you were fired or voluntarily quit.
141
It is well known that the Social Security “trust fund” is a bunch of Federal government debt. There is not actual money in
the bank so to speak. However, the accounting of these funds is still similar to that of any insurance or annuity company
from an actuarial standpoint.
142
Both of these programs are not expected to give you back exactly what you put in. Statistically speaking, you “expect” to
receive a bit less than you put in. The law of averages should make these types of things work if done right. Of course, the
government always does things right.
143
This usage of “author” is somewhat archaic, appearing in many confessions and creeds. In this context, it means
“originator.” God is the originator of no evil whatsoever.
144
http://www.prolifeamerica.com/Prolife_Conservative.cfm
145
Although slavery was an issue, it was far from the only issue dividing North and South. Greed, politics, tyranny,
oppression and conflicting regional interests combined with ungodly motives contributed far more to the acrimony than the
slavery issue. Sad to say, Blacks were less welcome in the North than in the South.
146
The same is true of His providence, even though He does many things in ways that may be described by the
mathematical laws of probability.
147
Jesus did not cease to run the universe even as He walked on earth.
148
The defiance at the Alamo was no mere matter of military honor. The heroes who held the Alamo did so with the intent to
secure decisive victory in a later battle, an intent which succeeded with great profit to America.
149
http://www.nhra.net/aboutnhr/history.html (I use drag racing as an illustration here – I am by no means denigrating the
sport itself.)
150
For Top Fuel cars.
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Large power plants can take hours to bring up to power from a cold start. But if the wind dies, replacement electricity is
needed instantly. Thus, steam driven generators are connected to the grid, turning, the boilers hot and firing. The generator
is set to produce just enough voltage to neither load the grid, nor supply power to the grid. If the wind dies, the resultant
extra load is supplied by the generator and fuel and steam valves open wide to keep the generator turning at the correct
speed.
152
During the Medieval Warm Period (800-1300) the Vikings colonized Greenland and were able to grow crops, etc.

